



















































ALCOHOL LICENSE HEARING
MARCH 2015

The Mayor and City Council held an Alcohol License Hearing on Monday, March 9, 2015, beginning at 4 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center for businesses recently cited by ATF.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Adam Nelson.

Visitors present were James and Sonya Stone, Lonnie and Penny Warren, Mahendra Patel and Michael Horgan.
Attorney Nelson advised that the hearing was to address issues relating to the issuance of city alcohol licenses for businesses receiving citations by ATF on charges of selling to underage persons.  Attorney Nelson explained that city ordinance allows council four options to take when handling this matter:  do nothing, revoke license, suspend license or put business on probation for a period of 30 to 90 days.  It was noted that both the person selling to underage customers and the business were cited and fined by ATF.

Jockey Club:  Owner of the Jockey Club, Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Warren, advised council that they had re-trained all employees and that ID will be required for all alcohol patrons.  Mrs. Warren advised that she had found that younger waiter/waitresses perceived age of customers differently than older persons; but that going forward all patrons would be required to have ID.  It was also noted that Mr. and Mrs. Warren had only owned the business since September 2014.

Red Roof Mini Mart:  Attorney Michael Horgan spoke on behalf of owner Mahendra Patel.  Horgan advised that the store clerk cited had been distracted by the pair of officers sent into the business and in the confusion failed to ask for ID.  Horgan also advised that the same routine was used at BJ’s Package Store, also owned by Mr. Patel, and that Mr. Patel was the clerk that day and did in fact ask for ID.  Mr. Patel’s employees have also been re-trained to ask for ID on all alcohol patrons.

Wings-N-Things:  Sonya Stone, owner of Wings-N-Things, advised that the clerk cited at her business had been employed for three weeks, but that all employees have been retrained and advised that all alcohol purchases would require proper ID.  No ID equals no service.

Mayor Barnett thanked the business owners for taking these citations seriously and for taking proper action and correction steps.

Council member Cullars made a motion to place the businesses on three months’ probation, second by council member Tutt, council voted 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Armour, Armour and Scarborough.  Mayor Barnett voted against the motion, breaking the tie vote.

Council member Scarborough mad a motion to place the businesses on a 30 day probation, second by council member R. Armour, council voted 4 to 2.  Voting against the motion were Council members Cullars and Rainey.

ADJOURNMENT:  Hearing adjourned at 4:24 PM.
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