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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a called meeting on Wednesday, March 23, 2016, at 8:30 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to address administrative policies.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour and Scarborough. Council Member Tutt joined the meeting by phone.  Council members Mahoney and Rainey were not present.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey and City Attorney Nelson.

Visitors present were Assistant City Administrator Dill, Kip Burke of the News Reporter and two deputies with the Wilkes County Sheriff’s Office.

Mayor Barnett explained that Council member Rainey had made a request for a large number (estimated to be hundreds of pages) of documents to be copied and made available to her at a citizen’s request.  Rainey further had sent emails suggesting that the City Administrator had not been responsive to her request and had been disrespectful to the Council Member and insubordinate.  Mayor Barnett felt that the Council member was making personal attacks on the Administrator.

City Administrator Bailey did in fact respond to the Council member’s request by emailing requested education transcripts and further advising that other documents requested were a massive quantity and would take some time to deliver.  It was also noted that in responding to the Council member’s emails, when hitting “Reply” the response was sent to a different address than the original email address.

At the Mayor’s request, City Attorney Nelson had prepared a proposed policy for handling requests by elected officials.  Nelson read the policy for the benefit of Council member Tutt, who joined the meeting by phone.  Policy reads:
A RESOLUTION ADOPTING DOCUMENT PRODUCTION POLICY BY THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA.
WHEREAS, the City of Washington, Georgia, desires to create a policy to regulate requests for city records and documents; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council recognize the limited resources of the City’s administration staff and desires to maximize the efficiency of city employees,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council hereby adopts the following policy concerning requests by elected officials for city records and documents:
1.  Public Records – In the event a city elected official requests any public record of the City, as defined by O.C.G.A. 50-18-70(a), from the City Administrator, administrative staff, or any city employee who serves as custodian of City records, such records shall be produced in response to the request in accordance with the Georgia Open Records Act.  The requestor shall pay for such requested documents in accordance with O.C.G.A. 50-18-71(d), however, documents provided by the City in conjunction with a meeting, work session, budget hearing, or any committee meeting of the City Council will be exempt from this policy.  Additionally, payment for requested documents will not be charged for the first 10 pages of documents requested in each month for each elected official.
THIS RESOLUTION AND POLICY IS HEREBY ADOPTED THIS 23RD DAY OF MARCH, 2016.

On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council voted 4 to 0 to adopt Document Production policy.

Council member T. Armour suggested that the Decorum Ordinance should apply in this situation.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 4 to 0 to adjourn meeting.
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