




















































CALLED MEETING
DECEMBER 1, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a called meeting on Monday, December 1, 2014, beginning at 8:30 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to discuss issues relating to the current alcohol ordinance and a personnel matter.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Rainey and Scarborough.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present were Yoshe Jenkins, Clay Pilgrim and Sam Latimer of Rushton & Company, and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Mayor Barnett introduced to council Mr. Pilgrim and Mr. Latimer as the new city auditors.

City Administrator Bailey advised that alcohol license holders had been upset when they received their renewal packets and realized the large increase for convenience store alcohol licenses and by the drink licenses.  Bailey also advised that the current ordinance allows for the sale of beer and wine on Thanksgiving and Christmas, but not distilled spirits.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 4 to 1 to establish fees at the 2014 renewal amounts.  Council member T. Armour voted against the motion.

On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council voted 4 to 1 to strike the last sentence of the Alcohol Ordinance Code Section 6-72 (a).  Council member T. Armour voted against the motion.

On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 5 to 0 to enter into executive session to discuss a personnel matter.

On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 4 to 1 to re-enter open session.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.

City Attorney Fleming reported that one personnel matter was discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 4 to 1 to have Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council voted 3 to 2 to have a letter of reprimand removed from the personnel file of the City Administrator.  Council members Cullars and Rainey voted against the motion.

Council member Cullars noted that this appeared to be a black/white issue; the lack of the Administrator’s qualifications; the need for the Administrator to follow rules; and, that he will bring this matter up at future meetings.

Council member Scarborough reminded Cullars that City Administrator Bailey did in fact apologize for failing to notify him that Mayor Barnett would not be at the October 16 Committee meeting.

Council member R. Armour advised that the removal of the letter from the file is not a matter of race of but fairness.

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 AM.
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