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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a called meeting on Monday, December 30, 2013, beginning at 4 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall for the purpose of approving a 2014 City budget.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and council member Tutt joined the meeting at 4:30 PM.

Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Financial Coordinator Bailey.

Visitors present were:  Loretta Fanning, Sim Dill, Jr., M.V. Booker and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Council discussed several budget issues:  15th officer for the Police Department, Community Development Director Position, $10,000 additional Family Connection funds and the Assistant City Administrator position.

Council comments on budget were:
Rainey:  eliminate the $40,000 per year PDA position
Cullars:  PDA should be a county only position; try police staffing for 6 months with 14 officers and would like to see plan for use of 15 officers
Armour:  leave PDA position in 2014 budget; agreed to 15 police officers, but try to staff with 14 officers for the first six months; remove the Community Development position from budget.
Scarborough:  agreed with Council member Amour’s position on budget

Mayor Barnett stated that he would like to bring in an interim Administrator then find an Assistant Administrator for the interim.

On motion by Harris, second by Cullars, council approved 4 to 1 to enter into executive session to              discuss personnel matters.  Council member Scarborough voted against the motion.

On motion by Tutt, second by Harris, council approved 5 to 1 to adjourn executive session at 5:31 PM.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.

On motion by Armour, second by Tutt, council approved 5 to 1 to enter into open session at 5:32 PM.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that personnel matters were discussed in executive session with no final action being taken.

On motion by Tutt, second by Harris, council approved 5 to 1 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.

On motion by Scarborough, to move that the $70,000 in Community Development personnel costs be moved to professional services, second by Armour, council approved 3-3-1.  Council members Cullars, Rainey and Harris, voted against the motion.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion breaking the tie vote.

On motion by Scarborough, second by Armour, to approve 2014 budget with 15 police officers after six months; $70,000 moved from Community Development personnel to Professional services; a 2.2% electric rate increase; 7.5% water/sewer rate increase; and, residential garbage rates to increase $2 monthly.  Vote taken on the motion was 2 to 4, with council members Tutt, Cullars, Rainey and Harris voting against the motion.

More discussion followed on the proposed budget with Council member Cullars again requesting that the PDA $40,000 position be removed unless a plan can be submitted that will generate revenue.

On motion by Harris, second by Armour, to re-consider the original motion brought by Council member Scarborough .  Vote on this motion was 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

A second vote was taken on the original motion from Scarborough, with a council vote of 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were Council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion breaking the tie vote.  Council member Harris requested that the minutes reflect that he voted for the motion over his objection to moving the $70,000 in Community Development personnel dollars to Professional services.

Meeting adjourned at 6:04 PM.
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