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COMMITTEE MEETING
FEBRUARY 4, 2016

The Fire Committee of the Washington City Council met on Thursday, February 4, 2016, beginning at 3 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to discuss Fire Department building matters.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett, council members R. Armour and Mahoney, City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and Fire Chief Gilland.

Fire Chief Gilland reviewed with the committee issues with the current fire department building and truck bay building.  Items discussed were:  truck bay door height requirements; mold created by the HVAC system; HVAC system is old and not energy efficient; roof leaks in living quarters and closet; electrical shorts and entrances; moisture problem with floors; air leaks around windows; no insulation in exterior walls; plumbing and drain problems; building set-back issues; heaters in truck bay not efficient; need for larger kitchen, training room, sleeping quarters, office space, laundry area, fitness room, storage; need for two bathrooms and ADA accessibility.

Committee also discussed data presented on the numbers of fire and rescue calls over the last five years.  Though approximately 50% of all fire and rescue calls are in the county, the county only contributes about 12% of the budget amount for the department.  This matter will be addressed during contract negotiations with the county.

The Mayor and Fire Chief have discussed building matters with three different design firms.  At this time, committee believes that it would be a better financial decision to have a design firm draw up building plans and then have the city to sub-contract out the work.  The committee agreed that it would be a good decision to hire a project manager that would oversee the project and perhaps the building of the proposed city shop at the same time.

It was also discussed that this project may be financed through the GMA Bricks and Mortar program.

Committee meeting adjourned at 3:40 PM.
