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ELECTRIC COMMITTEE
AUGUST 5, 2015

The Electric Committee of the Washington City Council met on Wednesday, August 5, 2015, beginning at 3:30 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett, council members R. Armour and Cullars.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, Electric Superintendent Mike Hardy, Asst. Electric Supt. Sam Nunn, and Chau Nyugen of Electric Cities of Georgia.

Visitors present were residents of Foxwood Senior Development, with Debra DeSorbo as spokesperson.

City Administrator Bailey opened the meeting by stating that the committee meeting was called to discuss issues with rates that were discussed by Ms. DeSorbo at the July meeting of council, and also to address the Energy Audits performed at Foxwood and a discussion of Evaporation Credit for an industrial customer.

Chau Nyugen of Electric Cities of Georgia discussed the rate options that Foxwood had put before council at the July meeting of council.  These rates were Georgia Power rates and the rate that Ms. DeSorbo had specifically addressed was the time of use rate.  With a time of use rate, the savings would be gained through not using power during peaks hours (summer hours would be 2 to 7 PM).  It was discussed that this rate might not be feasible for seniors with the Georgia heat during summer months.  It was also pointed out that seniors at Foxwood could adjust their thermostats to achieve some savings during peak hours.  It was pointed out that Georgia Power rates for time of use were in the neighborhood of $.285 during peak hours and $.095 off peak hours.  The city rate is $.1395 per kwh.

Mr. Nyugen also discussed that the city current uses radio read meter, which are a type of smart meter and very accurate.  Foxwood’s request had been for advanced metering which would be an investment of some $1,000,000 for purchase of meters and then $20,000 to $30,000 per year for software support.  This investment would have to be paid through rates.

Mr. Nyugen discussed the proposal for a senior discount, through perhaps a reduction in the meter charge per month for senior citizens or perhaps the development of the senior citizen rate for those 65 years of age meeting certain income requirements.  Again, this will impact rates.

The Energy Audits done on 20 units at Foxwood were discussed.  There were many issues of doors not being sealed correctly and heating/cooling thermostats not working properly.  These issues must be addressed by the property management.

Mr. Nyugen stated that he believed the city manages its electric rates very well.  Being a small city there are only so many ways to distribute costs.  Also using the PSC comparisons, the city rates are in line with other Georgia utilities.

City Administrator Bailey advised that after checking with other cities on the use of citizen boards, committees and authorities, she believed that it would best serve the city to continue with the council committee as established.  The committee meetings are always open to the public and the committee reports back to council for any matters requiring votes and/or approval.

Mr. Nyugen discussed the Industrial Evaporation Credit given to large industrial customers on the water lost through evaporation to produce its cooling.  This credit would be based on the amount of water put back into the system, which will require metering.  The cost of the metering should be borne by the industrial customer and is very expensive.

Mr. Nyugen also discussed with council the newly proposed Solar Power Generation Rate and the revised capacity cost tier structure.  Council will address this matter at the September meeting of council.
