
























PUBLIC HEARING
AUGUST 12, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, conducted a Public Hearing on Monday, August 12, 2013, beginning at 5:45 at the Pope Conference Center to received citizen input into a proposed street name change.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the Work Session minutes held on August 12, 2013.

City Administrator Eskew advised that a request to change the name of Mercer Street, from the intersection with West Robert Toombs to the intersection with Norman Street, to Rev. G.L. Avery Drive had been received from requestor Patricia Wilder.  In accordance with City Ordinance, the requestor had conducted required surveys and advertisements.

It was noted that of the 16 tax parcels in the affected area—some 13 property owners support the name change; and, of the 15 residences affected—11 support the name change.  These numbers meet the requirements of City Ordinance 66-8.

Toombs McLendon IV, owner/operator of McLendon Memorial Funeral Home, spoke to council about the hardship a name change would create for his business, and further, advised that the McLendon Memorial Funeral Home was established in 1883 and has been in its present location since 1945.  Mr. McLendon suggested that some compromise might be reached to honor the legacy of the McLendon family but also to show proper respect for the work done by Rev. Avery for the community. 

Several citizens spoke in favor of the name change, but all requested that some compromise be reached in that the McLendon Memorial Funeral Home would not be affected.  

Mrs. Wilder and the concerned families agreed to work on a compromise during a 5 minutes recess.

After the recess, Mrs. Wilder announced that the request to change the name of Mercer Street from West Robert Toombs to Norman Street was being withdrawn and a different request, suitable to both parties, will be submitted at a later date.

On motion by Scarborough, second by Armour, council voted 6 to 0 to table the current request.

Public Hearing adjourned at 6:23 PM.
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