
















[bookmark: _GoBack]PUBLIC HEARING
AUGUST 25, 2015

The City of Washington conducted Public Hearings on Tuesday, August 25, 2015, beginning at 10 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to address CDBG matters.

Present were Anne Floyd of the CSRA RDC and City Clerk Danner.

There were no visitors present.

10:00 AM:  The City of Washington has completed its FY 2008 Community Development Block Grant Project (#08b-x-157-2-5080).  The following activities were completed:

The City of Washington utilized CDBG and local funds to eliminate slum and blight in the 15 acre Rusher Street target area by providing complete site redevelopment for neighborhood revitalization.  Activities were intended to provide site redevelopment for the eventual construction by developers of 20 single family affordable houses.  Activities performed included acquisition of private property, permanent tenant relocations, demolition and clearance of dilapidated structures, and re-alignment of Rusher Street for the purpose of re-platting 20 parcels for affordable housing.  New infrastructure for the target area included underground utility burial and installation of street improvements, water facilities, sewer facilities, sidewalks, flood and drainage improvements, and street lights.  To date, three houses have been constructed and one is underway by private developers with twelve beneficiaries of whom 100% have low to moderate income.  The City has four more houses scheduled to be constructed by one or more private developers with a 2014 Single Family Home Grant that is 100% funded to benefit low to moderate income persons.  As well, a 2014 CHIP grant can provide up to 20 down payment assistance for first time homebuyers of affordable housing.

To date, the project has benefitted 12 residents of whom 12 or 100% have low to moderate income.  Originally, the beneficiaries were calculated as more but this was based on 2.36 persons per average family household multiplied by 20 available parcels.  The City has met CDBG national objective by elimination of slum and blight and has resources on hand to complete affordable housing for the neighborhood revitalization.  

The total amount of Community Development Block Grant Funds expended on the project was $800,000; which included acquisition, clearance, contingencies, water and sewer facilities and improvements, street improvements, flood and drainage improvements, pedestrian walkways, administration and engineering.  The City of Washington provided a total in cash match and cash and in-kind leverage of $308,601.77.

10:30 AM:  The City of Washington has completed its FY 2011 Community Development Block Grant project (#11h-x-157-2-5415).  The following activities were completed:

The City of Washington utilized CDBG and local funds for neighborhood revitalization on Norman Street.  Activities included acquiring three parcels of property for the eventual construction by developers of three single family affordable houses.  Two houses were demolished and reconstructed and one house was rehabilitated.  An approved program amendment for the grant permitted acquisition of a commercial warehouse located on the street and its demolition completing the elimination of slum and blight and providing neighborhood revitalization for the project.  The City will re-zone the property from commercial to residential and permit re-platting of the property into two parcels with the intent of eventual construction by a developer for affordable single family housing.  Beneficiaries for the housing portion of the CDBG project include seven persons of whom 100% have low to moderate income and for the street improvements portion include 27 persons of whom 100% have low to moderate income.

The total amount of Community Development Block Grant funds expended on the project was $368,461.10 which included acquisition, reconstruction of private properties, rehabilitation of private properties, clearance and administration.  The City of Washington de-obligated $9,924.90 in CDBG funds.

The City of Washington provided a total in cash match and cash and in-kind leverage of $224,567.00.  The City of Washington provided street improvements that widened Norman Street, installed curb  and gutter and street re-surfacing, installed driveway entrances, and installed a new sidewalk and new water meters. As well as in-kind leverage, the City provided part of the demolition of the commercial warehouse and the demolition of the two houses that were reconstructed on Norman Street.

11:00 AM:  The City of Washington conducted a Public Hearing for a 2015 Pre-Application CDBG Redevelopment Fund to be used to eliminate slum and blight at the Gordon Street School site.

Eligible activities that the grant can be used for included:  to benefit low and moderate income persons; to aid in the prevention or elimination of slums or blight; or, to meet other community development needs having a particular urgency because existing conditions pose a serious and immediate threat to the health or welfare of the community where other financial resources are not available to meet such needs.  

The city’s $500,000 2015 CDBG grant application will be used for the Gordon Street School site preparation, which includes asbestos inspection and clearance, asbestos abatement, demolition, grant administration and engineering.
