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PUBLIC HEARING/CALLED MEETING
DECEMBER 20, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a meeting on Friday, December 20, 2013, beginning at 10 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall for the purpose of approving Distilled Spirits licenses for 2014, approving a Watershed Protection Plan resolution and adopting a City Budget for 2014.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris and Scarborough.  Council members Rainey and Tutt joined to meeting by telephone.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Financial Coordinator Bailey and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present included:  Chamber Director Lyndon Amis, Loretta Fanning, Leon McLendon and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

RESOLUTION:  WATERSHED PROTECTION PLAN -  On motion by Cullars, second by Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the 2013 Watershed Protection Plan resolution.  Resolution follows:
WHEREAS, the GA Department of Natural Resources (GDNR), Environmental Protection Division (EPD) has established a requirement to develop and implement a Watershed Protection Plan per the terms and conditions of the Rocky Creek WPCP National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Program (NPDES) Permit No. GA0031101 effective January 31, 2011, to help improve and sustain the health of the local watersheds in the City of Washington’s sanitary sewer service area, and
WHEREAS, there exists in the City of Washington a need provide the requisite long term monitoring program, reporting, and resulting best management practices described in a Plan, and
WHEREAS, the proposed program will cost $38,000 - $53,000 annually for a minimum of five (5) years;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Washington hereby adopts the Watershed Protection Plan for implementation.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council that the City supports and intends to implement the activities described in its Watershed Protection Plan dated December 2013.  The City hereby commits up to $28,500 per year for monitoring activities; up to $7,500 per year for reporting and administration of the program; and up to $17,500 per year for structural and/or non-structural best management practice (BMP) implementation.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Administrator is authorized and directed to act as the official representative of the City, to act in connection with the Watershed Protection Plan, to be responsible for compliance with the applicable state and federal requirements of the Watershed Protection Plan, and to provide such additional information as may be required.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Administrator is authorized to enter into agreements for engineering and other services, as described above, on behalf of the City including the Annual Report, Monitoring, and BMP’s.
BE IT RESOLVED this 20th day of December, 2013.

DISTILLED SPIRITS RENEWALS:
On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the renewal of a Distilled Spirits Pouring license for Washington Jockey Club, 5 East Square.

On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the renewal of a Distilled Spirits Pouring license for VFW Post 5899, 240 Andrew Drive.

On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the renewal of a Distilled Spirits Pouring license for La Cabana Mexican Restaurant, Inc., 120 Ann Denard Drive.

On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the renewal of a Distilled Spirits Pouring license for Wings & Things, 111 North Allison Street, further stipulating that ingress and egress from patio area must be through the restaurant area only.

On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 a Distilled Spirits Package license renewal for W.D.’s Package Store, 204 Whitehall Street.

On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 a Distilled Spirits Package license renewal for Crossing Package Store, 1028 East Robert Toombs Avenue.

On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 a Distilled Spirits Package license renewal for BJ’s Package Store, 710 Hospital Drive.

2014 CITY BUDGET:  Council discussed proposed 2014 City budget with focus on the Community Development Director position; electric utility rate increases and staffing levels for the Police Department.

There was a general consensus that the staffing level within the police department should remain at 15 officers, with council members Armour and Scarborough wanting to reduce the staffing level to 14 officers.

There was discussion on the Community Development Director position and whether to eliminate this position in the 2014 budget (reducing budget some $70,000).

On motion by Scarborough, second by Armour, to approve proposed 2014 budget including the Assistant Administrator position and reducing police staffing to 14 officers and to eliminate the Community Development Director position.  Motion failed with Armour and Scarborough voting for the motion and council members Harris, Cullars, Rainey and Tutt voting against the motion.

Council member Cullars made a motion to approve the proposed budget with police staffing level at 15 officers but eliminating the Community Development Director position.  Motion failed for lack of a second.

On motion by Harris, second by Rainey, to approved the proposed budget with police staffing level at 15 officers and keeping the Community Development Director position.  Motion failed 2 to 4, with council members Harris and Rainey voting for the motion, and council members Armour, Cullars, Scarborough and Tutt voting against the motion.

Council member Harris made a motion to adjourn the budget meeting until such time as all members of council can be present, second by Council member Scarborough.  Council members approved the motion 6 to 0.

After consulting with each council member, the next budget meeting was scheduled for Monday, December 30, 2013, at 4 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Harris, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 10:50 AM.
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