







[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 8, 2016

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, February 8, 2016, beginning at 6:10 PM at the Pope Conference Center. Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Nelson.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on February 8, 2016.

City Attorney Nelson opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the Work Session and Regular meeting held January 11, 2016,  a called meeting held on January 22, 2016 and a committee meeting held February 4, 2016.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised that weather permitting the repair work on Gordon Street should be completed next week.  Barnett also reminded those attending of the Revolutionary Days events scheduled for this weekend.

Barnett honored two recently retired city workers from the Sanitation Department; Mr. Earnest Booker and Mr. Richard Cade.

Mayor Barnett requested council approval for the re-appointment of:  Nancy Farris to the Historical Preservation Commission; Ed Pope III to the PDA; John Keen to the URA; and, Margaret Norris to the Mary Willis Library Board.  On motion by Tutt, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the re-appointments.

DEBBIE ANDERSON – VOTER REGISTRAR:  Debbie Anderson reminded those present of upcoming election dates and encouraged those needing absentee ballots to make necessary application in a timely manner.  

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT:  AMEND ORDINANCE CHAPTER 42-33.  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the amendment of Ordinance 42-33 to allow for consecutive terms.  Ordinance amendment follows:  
AMENDMENT TO THE CODE OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, CHAPTER 42, ARTICLE II, SECTION 42-33, REGARDING COMPOSITION; APPOINTMENT; TERMS; COMPENSATION OF HISTORIC PRE4SERVATION COMMISSION.
	WHEREAS, Chapter 42, Article II, Section 42-33 of the Code of the City of Washington currently reads as follows:
	The historic preservation commission shall consist of five members, appointed by the mayor with the consent of the city council, who shall be residents of the city and who have demonstrated special interest, experience or education in history, architecture or the preservation of historic resources.  Members shall serve three-year staggered terms.  Members may not serve more than two consecutive terms.  However, a person who is a former member may be reappointed after a period of one year has elapsed in which such person did not serve as a member.  Members do not receive a salary, although they may be reimbursed for expenses if such expenses are approved by the city in advance of being incurred.
	WHEREAS, the City Council desires to amend the aforementioned ordinance to conform within state historic preservation statutes.
	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council that the aforementioned ordinance is hereby amended pursuant to the desire of the City Council:
	Chapter 42, Article II, Section 42-33 of the Code of the City of Washington will read as follows:
	The historic preservation commission shall consist of five members, appointed by the mayor with the consent of the city council, who shall be residents of the city and who have demonstrated special interest, experience or education in history, architecture or the preservation of historic resources.  Member shall serve three-year staggered terms.  Members do not receive a salary, although they may be reimbursed for expenses if such expenses are approved by the city in advance of being incurred.
	BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed.
	BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect upon its adoption by the City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia.
Duly adopted and ORDAINED by the City Council of Washington, Georgia, this 8th day of February, 2016.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:
R. ARMOUR:  - Council member Armour advised that he had met with Dr. McLeod concerning the Animal Shelter and had toured the shelter.  Armour praised Mr. Altman and shelter volunteers for the good work done at the shelter.  Animal adoption rates are up.

It was also noted that the spay/neuter program is on-going for dogs and cats.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey thanked those concerned about the School Street play area for bringing its condition to the attention of city officials.  Rainey asked for community support of play areas.

Rainey asked that a forensic audit be conducted.  It was noted that the city has an audit each year as required by the state.

Rainey also discussed city efforts on collection of past due utility accounts.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked if railroad cars parked along Whitehall Street could be moved.  Tutt was advised that railroad cars are loaded with gas but pose no danger to citizens.  Administrator Bailey will make some further inquiries.

T. ARMOUR:  Council member T. Armour commented that the report presented by the Chamber and Tourism was a very good report.  Armour also commended the Animal Shelter.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:
City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of a resolution to submit a grant application to the GA DNR for Kettle Creek Battlefield Association, noting that if awarded, this will be a pass through grant.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Tutt, council approved resolution 6 to 0.  Resolutions follows:
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON IN SUPPORT OF KETTLE CREEK BATTLEFIELD ASSOCIATION’S PREDEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION TO RUND DISCOVERY OF HISTORIC BATTLEFIELD CEMETERY SITES
WHEREAS, the Kettle Creek Battlefield Association maintains a 75 acre Revolutionary War battlefield site in Wilkes County for educational and historical purposes; and,
WHEREAS, the Kettle Creek Battlefield Association desires to utilize a proven archaeological research method of cadaver dogs and ground-penetrating radar to search for the grave sites of the Patriot and Loyalist soldiers killed and probably buried where they fell at the Kettle Creek battle site in 1779; and,
WHEREAS. A preliminary search of a very small area utilizing this proven method has resulted in several suspect sites; and,
WHEREAS, the location and preservation of the gravesites would provide the appropriate respect and honor due to those who fought as both Patriots and Loyalists during the early years of our Nation; and,
WHEREAS, the public benefits to the State, County and City would provide an educational Park at Kettle Creek with an anticipated 20,000 visitors per year generating $1 million annually; and,
WHEREAS, Wilkes County and Washington already have a number of significant historical resourced so the potential exists to grow the area as a designation for Heritage Tourism;
WHEREAS. With the increase of visitors to the site, the threat of disturbance to the grave sites and cemetery is increased; and,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Washington resolves to make application for 2016 HPF/Certified Local Government grants funds for a cemetery project utilizing ground-penetrating radar survey and cadaver dogs.
Adopted this 8th day of February, 2016.

RESOLUTION – NASA GRANT APPLCIATION:
On motion by Tutt, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 a resolution authorizing a grant application to the GA DNR.  Resolution follows:
WHEREAS, the City of Washington’s City Council recognizes that the North Alexander School is a cultural and historic asset to the community of Washington;
WHEREAS, this historic property is listed as a contributing building constructed in 1897 in the Washington Historic District listed in the National Register of Historic Places;
WHEREAS, the Wilkes County Board of Education owns the North Alexander School and has a long term lease for the building to the North Alexander School Association;
WHEREAS, the DNR/Historic Preservation Division has funds for “bricks and mortar” development for historic buildings listed in the National Register of Historic Places in a competitive grant cycle for 2016;
WHEREAS, the City of Washington has an Historic Preservation Commission that supports the 2016 grant application to the Historic Preservation Fund for Certified Local Governments;
WHEREAS, a grant application for funds to rehabilitate the bell tower for the North Alexander School will be managed by the North Alexander School Association and the City of Washington;
WHEREAS, the City of Washington will accept required matching funds from the North Alexander School Association to the City for the purpose of rehabilitating the bell tower;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Washington resolves to make application for 2016 HPE/Certified Local Government grant funds to rehabilitate or replicate the North Alexander School bell tower.
This official meeting of the Washington City Council was held on February 8, 2016, a motion was made, duly seconded, and subject Resolution adopted.

USE OF SQUARE REQUESTS/STREET CLOSINGS
On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 use of square and associated street closings for the July 3, 2016 fireworks.  A map of street closings was included in the council packets.  Streets will be closed from 4 to 10 PM.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved street closing at the intersection of Spring Street and Robert Toombs Avenue south to the alley behind Bee Southern and Poss Hardware daily March 31 through April 6, 2016 from 7 AM through 5 PM for the Washington Wall Mural.

On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 use of the square on September 10, 2016 for the Memory Lane Cruise In.

FIRE STATION REBUILD CONTRACT
On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into a contract with CFS Architect for engineering services for the design and planning of a fire station in an amount not to exceed $18,400, subject to contract approval by the City Attorney.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Mahoney, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into an executive for personnel matters as listed on the meeting agenda at 6:40 PM.

On motion by R. Armour, second by Tutt, council approved 5 to 0 to re-enter open session at 7:08 PM.  It was noted that Council member Rainey left the meeting after discussion of council in executive session.

City Attorney Nelson gave report that two personnel matters were discussed in executive session, with no final action taken.

On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 to move storm water duties from the Public Works department to the Water Distribution Department.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mahoney, second by R. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 meeting adjournment at 7:12 PM.

                                                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                 ________________________________________CLERK
