











































[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 11, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, February 11, 2013, at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present were the same as listed in the Work Session held February 11, 2013.

Rev. Gold Walton opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the work session held January 14, 2013, the regular meeting held January 14, 2013, the called meeting held January 18, 2013 and committee meetings held on January 18, 2013.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda striking a discussion of a Rusher Street brick house.

SONYA STONE:  Mrs. Stone, owner of Wings-N-Things restaurant, asked that council consider putting Sunday sales of alcohol referendum on the ballot during a municipal election scheduled for November 2013.

Council had received some information on this matter in their monthly meeting packets.  Attorney Wes Turner of Fleming & Nelson further explained the process and that voters could decide on either by the drink or package sales. 

After discussion, on motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved 5 to 1 having Fleming & Nelson prepare draft resolutions and timelines for the upcoming November 2013 election for council consideration.  Council member Armour voted against the motion.

DAVID JENKINS:  Mr. Jenkins advised that the phone number for Pope Center reservations has been installed and is 706-678-POPE (7673).  Jenkins also asked for council approval of proposed rental rates and deposits.  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 the rental rates and requested that Jenkins have this information published.  A copy is also on file in the office of the City Clerk.

Jenkins requested council approval to move a 30 x 30 storage unit from the Gordon Street school property to the Pope Center for storage use.  On motion by Cullars, second by Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

On motion by Armour, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 use of the square on September 14, 2013, for the Fall Cruise In.

Jenkins advised that consideration is being given to a DCA Redevelopment Fund application for cleanup of the Gordon Street school property for future long term projects.

NASA RESOLUTION:  On motion by Armour, second by Cullars, council approved 5-0-1 a resolution for application of a Historic Preservation Commission grant to replace windows.  This grant will require no city funds.  Council member Harris abstained from voting as he is a board member of the North Alexander School Association.  Resolution follows:

WHEREAS, the City of Washington’s City Council recognizes that the North Alexander School is a cultural and historic asset to the community of Washington;
WHEREAS, this historic property is listed as a contributing building constructed in 1897 in the Washington Historic District listed in the National Register of Historic Places;
WHEREAS, the Wilkes County Board of Education owns the North Alexander School and has a long term lease for the building to the North Alexander School Association;
WHEREAS, the DNR/Historic Preservation Division has funds for “bricks and mortar” development for historic buildings listed in the National Register of Historic Places in a competitive grant cycle for 2013;
WHEREAS, the City of Washington has a Historic Preservation Commission that supports the 2013 grant application to the Historic Preservation Fund for Certified Local Governments;
WHEREAS, a grant application for funds to rehabilitate and replicate the second floor front façade windows for the North Alexander School will be managed by the North Alexander School Association and the City of Washington;
WHEREAS, the City of Washington will accept required matching funds from the North Alexander School Association to the City for the purpose of rehabilitating or replicating the second floor front façade windows;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Washington resolves to make application for 2013 HPF/Certified Local Government grant funds to rehabilitate or replicate the North Alexander School second floor front façade windows.
This official meeting of Washington City Council was held on February 11, 2013, a motion was made, duly seconded, and subject Resolution adopted.

AFG/USA EIP GRANT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the following resolution supporting an EIP grant application for AFG/USA.

2013 Joint Employment Incentive Program Application Sewer Improvements for Atlanta Fiberglass, USA
WHEREAS, the Georgia Department of Community Affairs has established the Community Development Block Grant, Employment Incentive Program (EIP) grants to assist cities and counties with improvements to economic development, public facilities and housing in Georgia, and
WHEREAS, there exists in Wilkes County and the City of Washington a need to improve employment opportunities and to promote the health, welfare, safety, and economic security of its citizens by providing them with diverse opportunities and by assisting businesses to locate and expand in the County;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Washington will enter into a Cooperating Agreement with Wilkes County to submit a joint application for EIP Funds to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs in the amount of $500,000.00 for the construction of a wastewater pre-treatment facility to serve the expansion of Atlanta Fiberglass, USA (AFG) located in Wilkes County, Georgia;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Washington and Wilkes County do mutually agree that the City of Washington is authorized to act as the lead agency and that the Mayor of the City of Washington is authorized and directed to act as the official representative of the City to execute the EIP grant application and award forms (if funded) relating to said joint grant application, to act in connection with the EIP application and to be responsible for compliance with the applicable state and federal requirements of the EIP program and to provide such additional information as may be required;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Washington will own the proposed wastewater pre-treatment facility upon completion of the project to be leased to AFG and will enter into a separate Operating Agreement with AFG for the operation and maintenance of said improvements;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Washington will enter into an intergovernmental agreement with the Board of Commissioners of Wilkes County to jointly guarantee a loan of the Washington-Wilkes Payroll Development Authority to AFG, USA for building construction costs not to exceed $1,003,000;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City has adopted the “Citizen Participation Plan of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs” to insure public involvement in the EIP process as well as a Section 3 Compliance Plan (attached);
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed project is in keeping with the Wilkes County Comprehensive Plan, and is not inconsistent  with the Wilkes County Service Delivery Strategy;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true and dedicated commitment has been made by the City to the project for its successful completion.
BE IT RESOLVED this 11th day of February, 2013.

Council member Cullars asked the status of hiring for Lazarus Casket and was advised that a few people have begun work.

Council member Rainey commented on the outstanding job done by Barbara Bacon at the recent GMA Mayor’s Day event.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised that he had taken Lobbying 101 at the recent GMA Mayor’s Day event and found the class to be very informative.

Mayor Barnett advised that Chris Clark with the Georgia Chamber will soon be in Washington to speak about Economic Development.

Mayor Barnett advised that Council Committee assignments will be unchanged for 2013 and that he had appointed Robert Williams to the Housing Authority Board for a one year appointment.

TOPICS SUBMITTED BY COUNCIL:
RAINEY:  On motion by Rainey, second by Tutt, council approved 4 to 2 to reduce the spending limit from $5,000 to $1,500 without council approval, unless it is an emergency, or deemed necessary by the City Administrator.  Council members Armour and Scarborough voted against the motion.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt reported that he had taken Lobbying 101 at the recent Mayor’s Day event.  The city and council need to understand what the city can offer and what our goals are.

Tutt stressed that this community needs a better workforce in order to attract businesses.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars expressed concern that the same people are being re-appointed to boards and commissions for numerous back to back terms.

HARRIS:  Council member Harris requested that a meeting of the Rest Haven Cemetery committee be called to discuss matters relating to the cemetery.

Harris advised that he had heard some complaints about the handling of the Gordon Street school auction, but understood that items were grouped together to bring higher prices.

Harris reminded citizens that he is available each Wednesday at City Hall from 10 to 11 AM to meet with any interested citizen.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:
AMS TAX:  City Administrator Eskew requested council approval of proposed tax write-offs submitted by Appalachian Mountain Services in a cleanup of tax records.  On motion by Harris, second by Armour, council approved request of tax write offs 6 to 0.  A list of the write offs is contained in the minute file in the office of the City Clerk.

TRAVEL/TRAINING POLICY:  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 the following travel/training policies.
The purpose of these policies is to provide guidance for travel conducted on city business.  The intent of these policies is to allow elected or appointed officials to conduct business for the city in an official manner.  Each traveler must remain cognizant of the fact that charges and reimbursements shall be made for the conduct of city business only.  Further cognizance must be maintained that the records of all travel are subject to public scrutiny.
Unless pre-approved as an exception, the city will not be responsible for the purchase of alcoholic beverages.

Attendance at several events is encouraged:  GMA training classes for certification, the two GMA meetings held in January and June, the annual meeting of the CSRA Regional Commission, the annual MEAG meeting and other meetings specifically approved by Mayor and Council vote.

The following policies are to be adhered to by all city travelers:  for travel within 60 miles, no overnight stay unless part of the program is at night; no travel will be conducted outside the state with the exception of the MEAG annual meeting without specific approval of the Mayor and Council; any phone or internet use will be reimbursed only for city business.  It is permissible for spouses to travel with the official; however, no charges shall be accepted nor any reimbursement made for any person other than the official traveler.

Elected or appointed officials must notify the business office of their intent to attend an event and the date they expect to arrive and depart.  The business office will make reservations for the event and the hotel based on the information from the official.  Any costs charged because of early arrival or early/late departure shall be borne by the traveler.  Any costs incurred by the use of room service meals or movie rentals shall be borne by the traveler.

Upon completion of travel, even if no costs to the city have been incurred, a copy of the Travel Expense Statement, copies of which are available in the business office, shall be submitted by the official.  For direct charges to the city or requests for reimbursement, receipts showing what was expensed, for whom, and what the city business reason was for the expense, must be provided.

CITY STREET NAME CHANGE:  On motion by Armour, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 the change the name of Baltimore Way to Baltimore Court.

WRECKER POLICY:  The discussion and action on the proposed wrecker service policy was tabled until the March meeting of council.

PARKS & RECREATION REQUEST:  A member of the Parks & Recreation Board requested that the city donate some $825 of equipment purchased at the Gordon Street school auction.  On motion by Scarborough, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 to table this matter for further review.

ECG VOTING DELEGATES:  On motion by Cullars, second by Armour, council approved 6 to 0 a resolution naming voting delegates for ECG elections.  Resolution follows:

BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Washington (the “Participant”) that Michael P. Eskew is hereby appointed as an authorized official of the Participant (“Authorized Official”) with full power and authority to communicate the decisions of the Participant to Electric Cities of Georgia, Inc. (“ECG”), including, but not limited to, completing nomination forms for the Board of Directors of ECG and submitting ballots for the election of the Board of Directors of ECG.  Debbie Danner (the “Alternate”) is hereby appointed as the alternate Authorized Official with full power and authority of the Authorized Official to the extent that it is convenient for the Participant to make such communications to ECG through the Alternate.
This 11th day of February, 2013.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked for an accounting of proceeds from the auction held at the Gordon Street school location.  This information will be emailed to all council members.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised that he has asked the City Attorney to review a proposed tree ordinance which will require a permit for removal of trees.  This ordinance will be presented at a later meeting.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Armour, council approved adjournment at 6:58 PM.

                                                                                                        __________________________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                                         __________________________________________________CLERK


	




 
