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REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 13, 2012
The City of Washington, Georgia, Mayor and City Council held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, February 13, 2012, at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.
Persons present were the same as listed in the minutes of the work session held on the same date.
The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Edward Anderson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
MINUTES APPROVED	
On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 1 the minutes of the regular meeting held January 9, 2012 and a called meeting held January 17, 2012.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.
MAIN STREET UPDATES
Main Street Director David Jenkins gave department updates:  1) there are two houses now occupied on Rusher Street; 2) there was a recent fire near one of the new homes on Rusher Street; 3) 2008 CHIP  continues; 4) Norman Street CDBG 2011 environmental review is complete; 5)  there has been some $14, 410 awarded in GEFA Energy Audit funds; 6)  DDA will meet on February 16, 8:30 AM Farmers State Bank; 7) URA will meet February 21, 2012 10 AM City Hall; 8) the Black Patriots Monument was held on February 11, 2012 with another event planned for August 11, 2012; and, 9) it is possible that Athens Tech could be ready to start technical training with the August 2012 term.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS
Mayor Barnett advised that the Citizens Review Panel will evaluate where the city is at this point and evaluate how things are being done.  The Panel has no authority and no decision making abilities.  The panel members volunteer their time and service.  All meetings of the Panel will be advertised in accordance with Georgia Open meeting laws.
APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND AUTHORITIES
On motion by Armour, second by Harris, to appoint Mike Scarborough to the DDA Board to replace Pam Eaton, council voted 2-3-1.  Council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt voted against the motion.  Council member Scarborough abstained.
On motion by Harris, second by Armour, to appoint Mike Scarborough the Parks and Recreation Board to replace Ed Pope, Jr., council voted 5 to 0.  Council member Scarborough abstained.
COUNCIL REPORTS
Council member Rainey advised of reported discrimination against voters during the last city election and requested that the City look into holding their own elections.  City staff will do research on this request.
EXECUTIVE SESSION REQUEST
Council member Cullars requested an executive session to follow the regular meeting for personnel issues.  On motion by Tutt, second by Rainey, request was approved 6 to 0.
RESOLUTIONS – GMA RETIREMENT/HEALTH INSURANCE
City Administrator Eskew requested council approval of a resolution approving GMA Retirement Plan changes to meet IRS guidelines.  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved resolution 6 to 0.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the office of the City Clerk.
City Administrator Eskew requested council approval of a resolution re-stating the city’s participation in the GMA Life/Health program.  On motion by Tutt, second by Cullars, council approved request 6 to 0.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the office of the City Clerk.
ORDINANCE CHANGE SECTION 82-51
City Administrator Eskew presented a proposed ordinance change to City Ordinance Section 82-51 allowing for septic tank connection in extenuating circumstances.  After discussion, council member Cullars made a motion to table this matter for further clarification, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Council member Harris advised of concerns that the Citizens Review Panel should have a stated goal and some approved guidelines for how these goals are accomplished.
Harris commended the Water Department for work done the past Saturday on a water leak issue.
Harris presented a check in the amount of $850 from the Washington Little Theatre to be used in the cemetery fund.  The Little Theatre had used the cemetery in October for a cemetery drama which was very well attended.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Mayor and Council entered into a previously approved executive session at 7 PM to discuss personnel issues.
On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 re-convening in open session at 7:37 PM.
City Attorney Fleming advised that a personnel issue was discussed with no final action taken.
On motion by Armour, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:38 PM.
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