





















































[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR MEETING
MARCH 14, 2016

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, March 14, 2016, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt joined the meeting at 6:10 PM.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Nelson.

The meeting was opened with prayer by Attorney Nelson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of previous meetings as presented.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 4 to 1 the meeting agenda removing the Attorney’s item on building facades and leaving the request by Nathaniel Cullars to be on the meeting agenda on the Visitor Sign In agenda.  Council member Rainey voted against approval of agenda.

MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved 5 to 0 the recommended appointments as presented by Mayor Barnett.  Appointments are as follows:
	Roy Smith		Historic Preservation			thru 12/2018
	Barbara Long		Zoning Board of Appeals		thru 12/2018
	Sharon Jones		Zoning Board of Appeals		thru 12/2018
	Debra Denard		Resthaven Cemetery			thru 12/2017
	C. Carol Cartledge	Resthaven Cemetery			thru 12/2017
	Linda Echols		Senior Center				thru 12/2017
	Clifford Jones		Senior Center				thru 12/2017
	Soren Dresch		URA					thru 12/2018

RAILROAD SAFETY CONCERNS – FIRE CHIEF GILLAND:  Fire Chief Gilland addressed concerns that council members had expressed during the February meeting of council about rail cars stored along Whitehall Street.  Chief Gilland advised that he had spoken with GA Woodlands Railroad officials and that cars stored posed a very small risk.  Firemen and EMS personnel are both aware of what is in the containers are how to handle any risks.  It was suggested that perhaps this be the subject of a “table top drill”.

SCHOOL STREET PLAYGROUND – VONTA COBB:  Vonta Cobb advised that he was appreciative on work done at the School Street playground.  Cobb also advised council that he has planned an event at the park for April 9, 2016, from 11 AM until 5 PM with activities for children.  Cobb did express some concern for parking at the park.  Cobb also asked for community and civic assistance in providing basket balls for the children and in keeping up the park.

ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM – NATHANIEL CULLARS:  Nathaniel Cullars addressed council with the handling of opening of the Pope Center for the Energy Assistance application process.  Cullars was concerned with elderly citizens not being able to get into the building at 3 AM for sign up.  City Administrator Bailey advised that the event was scheduled for a 9 AM start time and the building was opened at 8 AM.  Bailey has contacted both EOA and Family Connection to start the process to have Family Connection handle this function on an appointment basis.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:
MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney asked if there was a policy in place that addresses children being at city hall.  Mayor Barnett advised that the ladies at city hall were all mothers and that sometimes it is necessary for a child to be there for a short period of time.  All incidents are handled on a case by case basis.

Mahoney expressed concern that on February 12, 2016, he had come to city hall and both the Administrator and Assistant Administrator were not at city hall.  There is no way to prevent this from happening on occasion as both the Administrator and Assistant Administrator may be at the same meeting.

Mahoney further suggested that a council committee be appointed to make recommendations concerning the city parks.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey again reported complaints from utility customers on the handling of cut-off for delinquent payment accounts.  Rainey was again assured that every effort is made to work the customers on payment of delinquent accounts.

Rainey also discussed the School Street playground.  After discussion, council concurred in making the re-surfacing of the basketball court a priority for the scheduled April 9, 2016 event.

Rainey discussed use of city administrative vehicle.  After discussion, council concurred in selling vehicle to the Sheriff’s Department as it is a police interceptor model.

T. ARMOUR:  Council member Armour requested that the city write a letter to the civic organizations asking these groups to sponsor city parks.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:
City Administrator Bailey reminded citizens of a utility bill payment scam by persons representing themselves as Georgia Power.

RESOLUTION – CDBG 2016:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 the Resolution to Authorize Application for 2016 CDBG Funds.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the minutes file in the Office of the City Clerk.

RESOLUTION:  On motion by Mahoney, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the GMA Resolution for a five year lease/purchase for financing of:  1 – 2016 Kenworth Knuckle Boom; 2 – Ford F150s; 1 – Ford F250; and, 1 2016 Mack Garbage Truck, the total being $344,614.00.

2015 CDBG CHANGES:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to allocate funds from TSPLOST collections to cover the non-budgeted shortfall existing in the 2015 CDBG grant and to apply the funds to the area of the project as designated by the engineering firm administering the process, subject to attorney approval. 

NORTH ALEXANDER AVENUE SPEED LIMIT CHANGE:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 the change the speed limit on North Alexander Avenue from 35 mph to 25 mph.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into an approved executive session to handle two personnel matters and one real estate matter at 7:03 PM.

On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into open session at 7:45 PM.

City Attorney Nelson gave report that three matters were discussed in executive session; two personnel matters and one real estate matter, with no final action taken.

On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 3-3-1 a contract between the City of Washington and City Administrator Bailey.  Voting against the motion were council members Mahoney, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

On motion by T. Armour, second by Mahoney, council voted 6 to 0 to purchase map and parcels W14-061 and W14-059 for a total of $7000.00.  This land will be used for the location of a new city shop.

On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the job descriptions and pay scale assignment for the water treatment and wastewater treatment employees.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to adjourn meeting at 7:50 PM.

                                                                                    ______________________________________MAYOR


