























REGULAR MEETING
APRIL 8, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, April 8, 2013, beginning at 6 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held April 8, 2013.

Rev. James Pritchard opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Harris, second by Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the work session held March 11, 2013, the regular meeting held March 11, 2013, a public hearing held March 11, 2013 and committee meetings held March 25, 2013.

MEETING AGENDA:  On motion by Scarborough, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented adding one resolution concerning additional GEFA loan monies.

LINDA ECHOLS – RELAY FOR LIFE:  Linda Echols distributed to council invitations to the Cancer Survivors Dinner to be held on April 16 at the Pope Center and to the Relay for Life to be held on April 26, at the new high school.

DAVID JENKINS:  Jenkins advised citizens of a Home Repair Workshop and Credit Counseling Workshops to be held on April 27, 2013, beginning at noon at the Mary Willis Library.  

Jenkins advised that the Anderson Service Station property has been cleaned and is now available for re-development.

Jenkins presented requests for the use of the downtown square on September 14, 2013 for the Fall Cruise In and on December 14, 2013, for the Christmas Parade of Lights.  On motion by Armour, second by Tutt, council approved request 6 to 0.

Council member Tutt reminded those present of upcoming GED classes through Athens Tech and a computer class that will begin on April 30.

POLICE REPORT:  Council member Harris pointed out that a license check was recently done on East Robert Toombs Avenue.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:  Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce Lyndon Amis reminded those present of a Chamber After Hours at Post Oak Farms on April 23, 2013.  

Amis also advised that there were some 9000 participants plus spectators at the Tough Mudder event held April 6 and 7 at Aonia Pass and there were about 300 visitors for the Tour of Homes.

Council member Tutt asked about Amis’ vision for the Chamber; Amis advised that his vision for Washington-Wilkes is to be an advocate for business and to help small businesses thrive.

CITY ATTORNEY:  City Attorney Fleming presented a resolution amending the decorum section of the Ethics Ordinance.  On motion by Harris, second by Armour, council approved resolution amending the Ethics Ordinance 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion breaking the tie vote.  Resolution follows:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING DECORUM RULES AND ENFORCEMENT BY AMENDING THE DECORUM SECTION OF THE ETHICS ORDINANCE AND PROVIDING FOR A NEW DECORUM ORDINANCE.
WHEREAS, the City wishes to amend the Decorum section of the Ethics Ordinance in order to provide for a more efficient and effective manner by which to control Decorum at City Council meetings; and
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA, HEREBY ORDAINS as follows:
SECTION 1:  That Chapter 2 (Administration), Article IV, Section 2-231, of the Code of Ordinances, City of Washington, Georgia, is hereby repealed.
SECTION 2:  That Chapter 2 (Administration) Article I, is hereby amended with the addition of the following two sections:
	Section 2-10:  Decorum
a.  All city officials shall conduct themselves in a professional and respectful manner.  All remarks should be directed to the chair and not to individual council members, staff, or citizens in attendance.  Personal remarks are inappropriate.
b. City officials are not allowed to speak, debate, make motions, or present papers of any kind until recognized by the chair.
c. City officials shall observe decency of speech and gentleness of behavior at all meetings.
Section 2-11:  Enforcement of Decorum
a.  The chair shall enforce these rules of decorum.  If a member of council believes that a rule has been broken, they may raise a point of order.  A second is not required.  The chair may rule of the question or should council disagree with the ruling of the chair, a point of order can be made and the ruling of the chair subjected to a voted of council.
b. Violations of Decorum may result in any of the following punishments at the Chair’s discretion:
(i)  Formal warning
(ii) $150 fine to be docked from the offender’s monthly pay from the City.
(iii) Expulsion from the meeting
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this ordinance has been duly adopted by the governing authority of the City of Washington, Georgia, on the 8th day of April, 2013.

COUNCIL REPORTS:
CULLARS:  Council member Cullars reported that city charter states that the CEO shall obtain input and concurrence of council on appointments to boards, commissions and authorities and felt that the current Mayor is not following the charter in his appointments.  Cullars further requested that the Mayor attend board, commission and authority meetings to make sure that appointees are doing their jobs.

Cullars reported a recent committee meeting that the Mayor did not attend nor was the Mayor Pro Tem in attendance.

Cullars reminded the City Administrator that information on taking credit card payments in the business office should be available at the May council meeting.

Cullars distributed to the Mayor Pro Tem (Rainey), City Attorney and City Administrator a letter filing a formal ethics charge against Mayor Barnett.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked the status of the Assistant Administrator position.  City Administrator Eskew advised that the Vinson Institute of UGA will be seeking and screening applicants for this position.  Tutt requested that an ad be placed in the local newspaper.

Tutt advised that all council members should know what’s going on with city business and cited a report last month concerning a Berry Plastics matter.

Tutt also spoke about a matter that happened several months ago in which his family was attacked during a council meeting, resulting in an ethics charge filed against him for defending his family.
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey thanked city officials for having a “Stop” sign put on Whitehall Street and advised that traffic had slowed in this area.

Rainey asked about the pool opening date for summer 2013 and was advised that a meeting with the pool operator and lifeguards has been scheduled for the coming week.

Rainey cited the yearly equipment maintenance contract fees of $1900 for the GeoTech Pinpoint system as an issue in which she felt transparency was not fully explained in the cost of the equipment.

Rainey asked the status of hiring two police officers for the department.  Rainey was advised that the matter did not receive approval in the committee meeting.

Rainey asked that the shrubs be planted around the Black Patriot’s Monument before the onset of hot weather.

Rainey also asked the status of the Economic Development Marketing position that the Mayor and County Commission Chairman have been working toward.  Mayor Barnett advised that Georgia Southern University is working on developing a job description and application process.

CITY ADMIISTRATOR REPORTS:

City Administrator Eskew asked for council approval of a resolution approving the 2012 budget adjustments included in the council’s meeting packets.  On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 3-3-1 the resolution adopting the 2012 budget adjustments.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.  A copy of the resolution and adjustments are in the minute file in the office of the City Clerk.

City Administrator Eskew requested council approval of a resolution extending the current Redevelopment Plan an additional five years.  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved resolution 6 to 0.  A copy of the resolution is in the minute file in the office of the City Clerk.

City Administrator Eskew requested council approval of a Resolution authorizing an additional $400,000 to be added to the GEFA loan of the replacement of a water line from Skull Shoals water plant to Lexington Road.  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved resolution 6 to 0.  A copy of the resolution is contained in the minute file in the office of the City Clerk.

City Administrator Eskew requested approval to advertise for Public Hearings to consider the establishment of an R-3-C55 zoning change and zoning map change.  These hearing must be advertised for 15 days prior to a meeting.  Public Hearings will be held on April 26 beginning at 9 AM.  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved advertisement 5 to 1, with council member Tutt voting against the motion.

City Administrator Eskew asked for council approval of the proposed wrecker policy as amended during the April 8, 2013, work session.  Amendments were:  page 3 – allowing a new company to get on the wrecker list mid-year, but must renew each January and on page 4 delete section 6.  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved wrecker policy 6 to 0.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Harris, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:15 PM.
                                                                                               ____________________________________MAYOR
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