REGULAR MEETING
MAY 12, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, May 12, 2014, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Scarborough and Tutt.  Council member Rainey was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Crawford, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the Work Session held on May 12, 2014.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of the Work Session and Regular meeting held on April 14, 2014, 

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by R Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved the meeting agenda 5 to 0 deleting a vote on Fire Department concrete work.

CHAMBER UPDATE:  Chamber Director Amis updated council on April chamber events:  Lunch/Learn; Foxwood grand opening and Chamber After Hours at the W-W Airport.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:  Barbara Bacon advised of a $280,500 CHIP grant award for down payment assistance for first time homebuyers.  Grant funds must be used within two years.  This grant will be administered in house and workshops are being planned for June at the Mary Willis Library.

Bacon also advised of a Plan First Community CDBG application which will be submitted by the May 14, 2014 deadline.

MAIN STREET UPDATES:  Main Street Director Joe Willis advised that the City Pool will open May 24 and operate through Labor Day.  Willis distributed flyers explaining different programs offered at the pool.

Willis advised that the DDA will work with Foxwood on the design plans for Simpson Street Park.

Willis advised that the Retail Gap Analysis study is making progress and should finalize plans for a June video conference.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised that city auditors had finished with 2013 annual audit and that the city is looking closely at ways to cut expenses.  

Barnett advised that the Interim Administrator had given each council member his 60 day observation report and requested that each council member look closely at the report.

Mayor Barnett requested that the June 2014 regular meeting be changed to June 2, 2014.  Council members Armour, Armour and Scarborough concurred with meeting date change.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Barnett reminded council of a meeting on May 13, 2014, at 6 PM to review applications received for the Administrator position.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt advised that limbs and debris are not getting picked up in a timely manner in District 1.

Tutt expressed concern with graduation rates within the Wilkes County School system over the last few years.  Tutt also requested that quarterly reports be submitted to council from Family Connections and Athens Tech.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars reported a drainage issue on Old Skull Shoals Road.

Cullars asked that TSPLOST funds be used for curb/gutter on the section of Norman Street not already rehabbed by CDBG funds.  Cullars also requested that the Public Works department begin mosquito spraying.

Cullars reported a request by Sheila Hill to close Alabama Street for a party on graduation night.

Cullars advised that very few citizens had signed up on the Community Volunteer list.

Cullars advised that in respect to dollars spent in 2013 advertising, that owners of minority businesses were not included.

Cullars reminded citizens that at the April meeting of Council, council voted to lower electric costs for Wills Memorial Hospital and that at the May meeting council would vote on a proposal for water and sewer rates for the hospital---Cullars wondered why the County has not helped the hospital.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  Administrator Crawford requested council approval of a Resolution to Adopt Down Payment Assistance Policies and Procedures.  On motion by Cullars, second by R. Armour, council approved resolution 5 to 0.  Resolution follows:
WHEREAS, the City of Washington received a Community HOME Investment Program (CHIP) award for homebuyer down payment assistance for the City of Washington in accordance to the HOME Final Rule Section 92.201(b)(2); and
WHEREAS, the governing body directs and authorizes the Mayor and the City Council of Washington to act in connection with the policies and procedures; and
WHEREAS, to the extent which the City of Washington participates in State and Federal Assistance Programs wherein the Down Payment Assistance can be used to assist households with incomes at or below 80% of the Area Median Income to purchase eligible homes by providing funds for down payment, closing cost, pre-paid items, and principal reduction assistance (collectively such activities are “Down Payment Assistance” Activities); and
WHEREAS, the City of Washington’s Down Payment Assistance Program will provide Homebuyer Education, in the form of Pre-Purchase Counseling; Budget and Money Management; Post-Purchase Counseling and Foreclosure Prevention Counseling; and
WHEREAS, the Down Payment Assistance program will be consistent with the community’s needs and ability to commit to the primary goals outlined in the Policies and Procedures; and
WHEREAS, the Policies and Procedures will thoroughly connect the Community HOME Investment (CHIP) funds to help improve outcomes such as health, education, safety, and/or economic outcomes of affordable housing; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of Washington, Georgia, do hereby approve, pass and adopt the City of Washington’s Housing Program HOME and CHIP Policies and Procedures this 12th day of May, 2014.

2013 BUDGET ADJUSTMENT AND RESOLUTION:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council voted 3 to 2 to approve 2013 Budget adjustments and resolution.  Council members Cullars and Tutt voted against the motion.  A copy of the resolution and adjustments is on file in the office of the City Clerk.

AIR UNIT PURCHASE FOR DFACS:  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 the emergency purchase of an air unit from R & B Maintenance at a cost of $3642.50.

HOSPITAL WATER/SEWER RATE REDUCTION:  On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 4 to 1 to reduce the water and sewer rates for Wills Memorial Hospital by 25% for a three year period.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.

OMI CHEMICAL COST – 2013:  On motion by Tutt, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 some $63,000.00 in OMI chemical costs for 2013.  These costs were the result in under budgeting after contract re-negotiation and bulk chemical storage after water plant re-hab was completed.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Tut, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 adjournment at 7:12 PM.
                                                                                          _____________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                         ____________________________________CLERK
