








































[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 10, 2015

The Mayor and City Council held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, August 10, 2015, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars and Rainey.  Council members Scarborough and Tutt were absent due to illness.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on August 10, 2015.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Cullars, council approved 4 to 0 the minutes of the July meetings of council, noting a correction on the minutes of the regular meeting concerning a letter of appraisal given by Council member Cullars to the City Administrator for inclusion in her personnel file.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Armour, second by Armour, council approved 4 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

QUESTIONS ON SUBMITTED REPORTS:  Council member Cullars asked for some clarification on the monthly Fire Department report.  City Administrator will get requested information from Chief Gilland.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised that the Fire Department had received a $875,000 grant for the purchase of a ladder truck.  This grant requires a 5% match by the city.  It was noted that the current ladder truck is 35 years old.  Barnett also advised that the department had been given a truck, which will replace engine 5 at the department.

Barnett also advised that the GA DOT had finished paving of Robert Toombs Avenue and clean-up work has begun.  Striping of this project will begin in a few weeks.  This is a TSPLOST project.

COUNCIL REPORTS:
RAINEY:  Rainey asked the status of her request for a water/sewer rate study.  City Administrator Bailey advised that engineers Carter & Sloope had given a price of $5,000 to do the study.  ECG also has the capabilities to do this study, which is covered under our current contract with ECG.  Information has been sent to ECG to proceed with study.

Rainey was also advised that the City Administrator had checked with Elberton and Fitzgerald on how they handled electric boards and commissions.  Elberton has an electric committee, but committees have not been utilized in years; everything is presented to the whole council.  Fitzgerald has an Electric Commission which is completely separate from the city.

There was a discussion on how best to inform everyone on date and time of Electric Committee meetings.  The city’s website will be used and when possible the “Don’t Forget” column in the News Reporter.

Rainey also requested that the budget information for the Pool, Callaway and Museum be added to the finance report as it had been in the past.  It was noted that the format for the report changed in February 2015.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:  
City Administrator Bailey requested council approval for the use of the square for Beta Sigma Phi on September 25, 2015 from 5 to 8 PM for a pedaling for paws event to benefit the Animal Shelter.  On motion by Armour, second by Armour, council approved request 4 to 0.

RESOLUTION:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval of a resolution declaring the Gordon Street school property a slum/blight area.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Cullars, council approved 4 to 0 the resolution.  Resolution follows:
RESOLUTION DECLARING “SPOT BASIS” SLUM OR BLIGHT NATIONAL OBJECTIVE FOR THE GORDON STREET SCHOOL GA CDBG PROGRAM PER 24 CFR PART 570.483
WHEREAS, the City of Washington is submitting a 2015 CDBG application for consideration under the Department of Community Affairs’ Redevelopment Fund Program; and
WHEREAS, the application must document that at least one of the national objectives of Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended (42 USC 5301 et seq) will be met; and
WHEREAS, one of the required national objectives is the elimination or prevention of slums and blight; and
WHEREAS, the City of Washington has documented that the property located at 304 Gordon Street is a blighting influence under local standards, detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare and that the property’s deterioration is negatively affecting the surrounding neighborhood, community facilities, and local tax base; and
WHEREAS, the City of Washington proposes to develop a contract with a procured engineering professional, procured asbestos inspection professional, procured asbestos abatement professional firm, procured demolition professional firm who will alleviate the aforementioned blight through the use of CDBG monies to implement activities including the demolition and clearance and subsequent clean up and rough grading for the six wings of the Gordon Street School which the City of Washington has determined meet the local and federal definition of activities which aid in the prevention or elimination of slums and blight on a spot basis per 24 CFR Part 570.483©; and
WHEREAS, the City of Washington feels that the rehabilitation, conservation, and redevelopment of the area is necessary to facilitate the elimination and prevention of slums and blighting influences to the surrounding area and that these actions are necessary to the public health, safety, and welfare of the City of Washington.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Washington hereby approves this Resolution, the filing of this 2015 Redevelopment Application, and appoints its Mayor Ames Barnett to sign the Application.
Adopted this 10th day of August, 2015.

PURPLE HEART CITY:  City Administrator Bailey reported on recent meetings with Samuel Jenkins, who is a Purple Heart recipient from Washington-Wilkes.  Included in each council packet was information provided by Mr. Jenkins on having the city designated as a Purple Heart city.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Cullars, council approved 4 to 0 to pursue this designation.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Rainey, council approved meeting adjournment at 6:18 PM.

                                                                                        ___________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                        ___________________________________CLERK
