REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 11, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, August 11, 2014, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the Work Session minutes of August 11, 2014.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of a called meeting held July 11,2014, the work session held July 17, 2014, the regular meeting held July 17, 2014, a bid opening held July 25, 2014, and a called meeting held August 1, 2014.

AGENDA APPROVED:  Council member Cullars requested that he be added to the agenda for city business and further that he be listed on all future work session and regular meeting agendas for city business.  On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda.

MAIN STREET UPDATES:  Main Street Director Joe Willis advised of a Federal Procurement training program on August 27.  There will be contractor orientation for work to be done at Simpson Park on August 25, 2014.  Willis is planning some city server training for city department heads for backup of computer files and Pinpoint GeoTech software training for the Public Works Department.

Willis advised that he is working with the City Administrator and City Attorney to update rental paperwork for the Pope Center.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:  Community Development Director Bacon reminded council of a Public Hearing at 10 AM on August 14, to amend the current CDBG Norman Street grant.

Bacon advised that Hands on Washington has received its 501C3 status from the IRS.

Bacon also advised that she will be working the Ann Floyd of the CSRA RC on a re-development fund grant for the Gordon Street school property.

Council member Tutt suggested that council consider scheduling a retreat so that Ms. Bacon and Mr. Willis can update council in detail about projects they are working on.

Council member Rainey asked about the progress for securing help for Mr. Willis.  She was advised that a job description had just been received for this position.

ATHENS TECH/CDL COURSE:   Athens Tech instructors Matthew Randall and John Kennedy advised council of a CDL driving course to begin at the Gordon Street school location on October 7, 2014.  This is a ten week class with 9 weeks of class/training and 1 week of testing at the Elberton campus of Athens Tech.  The program cost is $1700, however much of this cost may be covered through the Zell Miller grant and HOPE.  

ANIMAL CONTROL/ANIMAL SHELTER:  Gloria Wheatley updated council on the Animal Control contract with the city of $30,000 and the Animal Shelter budget which the city funds at $82,500 per year.  Mrs. Wheatley advised of a concern with the large number of pit bull dogs within the city.

NORRIS WARE:  Mr. Ware asked that council consider having property owners be responsible for cutting grass to the sidewalks in front of their homes in a cost savings effort.  Mr. Ware also asked that council consider lengthen the size of sanitation department scooters to hold six to eight cans of garbage each.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised that a one year contract with the Sheriff’s Department had been approved at a cost of $516,000 and that everything seems to be going well with this contract.

Mayor Barnett advised that the 2013 Annual Audit had no findings; but, auditor’s urged that revenues be increased and expenses cut.

Mayor Barnett reminded citizens of fall soccer and football signup at the Recreation Department.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT:  City Attorney Fleming answered questions from council concerning the provision for severance of the contract with the Sheriff’s office.

COUNCIL REPORTS:
R. ARMOUR:  Council member Armour made a motion to increase the spending limit from $1500 to $5000 for non-budget items, second by Scarborough, council approved motion 3-3-1.  Council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt voted against the motion.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked about the details on the $516,000 contract with the Sheriff’s office and about the severance package offered to former police officers.

Rainey asked about “double taxation” to the citizens of Washington in regards to the Sheriff’s Office providing through contract protection services.  With this contract, citizens of Washington are paying for a higher level of service to be provided by the Sheriff’s office.

Rainey questioned information provided on Tourism in Washington.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars posed questions about the city’s policy on collecting delinquent/past due accounts.  City Attorney Fleming will look into this matter further.

Cullars asked the Administrator for an update on his request concerning Jack’s Custom Signs.  Administrator will have a report to Council Member Cullars by week end.

Cullars asked for information on a business that had defaulted on a RLF.  City Administrator Bailey will look into this matter.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt urged council to consider social programs (Museum, Callaway, pool) when looking at ways to cut expenses.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:  City Administrator Bailey asked for Council approval of a resolution to adopt the Joint Comprehensive Plan 2014-2024 which reflects current change in the police department.  On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved resolution 5 to 1.  Council members Cullars voted against the motion.  Resolution follows:
WHEREAS, the Washington City Council, the governing authority of the City of Washington, Georgia, in conjunction with Wilkes County, Georgia, and the City of Tignall, Georgia, has prepared the Washington-Wilkes Unified Comprehensive Plan 2014-2024 to replace their prior joint comprehensive plan and joint comprehensive plan update, and
WHEREAS, the Washington-Wilkes Unified Comprehensive Plan 2014-2024 was prepared in accordance with the Rules and Procedures of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs; and,
WHEREAS, the Washington-Wilkes Unified Comprehensive Plan 2014-2024 has been reviewed by the Central Savannah River Area Regional Commission and the Georgia Department of Community Affairs and found to be in compliance with the minimum “Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning;”
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Washington City Council that the Washington-Wilkes Unified Comprehensive Plan 2014-2024 is hereby adopted and that a copy of this resolution shall be submitted to the Central Savannah River Area Regional Commission.
Adopted this 11th day of August, 2014.

City Administrator Bailey advised council that she and Electric Superintendent Hardy had met with the uniform service provider and re-worked to the current contract which netted some $16,500 in saving per year.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council voted 6 to 0 to approve adjournment at 7:43 PM.
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