





REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 12, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, August 12, 2013, beginning at 6:23 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present are listed in the Work Session minutes held on the same date.

Rev. Thomas Hall opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Harris, second by Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the work session and regular meeting held on July 8, 2013.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented adding an executive session to handle two personnel matters.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:  Chamber Director Amis advised that the Chamber is working to develop a strong business community.  Amis also advised that he is attending the Georgia Economic Development Academy.  

Council member Cullars asked about the status of minority chamber members.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  David Jenkins advised that the Pope Conference Center is very busy on the weekends.  Conferences are still being sought.  

The Norman Street CDBG should be complete by end of 2013.  One house has been completed with another two having work begin soon.

Jenkins advised that graduation for those receiving GICH training would be in September at Rome.  Jenkins encouraged elected officials to attend.

Council member Cullars asked Jenkins about the status of work to be done on the Gordon Street school property.  Jenkins stated that he had received a proposal of $9300 from Stevenson & Palmer to write the bid specifications for demolition of certain parts of the property.  Mayor Barnett stated that there should be other bids received for writing of specifications to get a better price.  As the proposed price had already been disclosed, Jenkins will seek bids directly from demolition companies.

SQUARE RESERVATIONS:  On motion by Scarborough, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 downtown square reservations for September 2, 2013 for the re-scheduled fireworks show and September 14, 2013 for a voter registration event.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Council member Rainey asked Chief Glenn about officer alertness after the council member had reviewed some department overtime data.  Chief Glenn assured council and others present that the officers on duty were alert and functioning in a safe manner.

HANDS ON WASHINGTON:  Frank Watson reviewed details about the “Hands on Washington” program.  Watson requested that City Attorney Fleming review the proposed Bylaws and further that the city appropriate some $3000 in the 2014 budget for liability insurance and startup costs.

On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 to have City Attorney Fleming review proposed Bylaws.

PATRICIA WILDER:  Mrs. Wilder shared with council plans for a Christian Youth Conference to be held in Washington during April 2014.  This event will involve some 300 young people.  

CHRISTMAS PARADE OF LIGHT:  Blake Thompson advised council that plans are already underway for the annual Christmas Parade of Lights to be held on December 14, 2013.  This year’s parade will begin at the National Guard Armory and end at the Recreation Department.

MAYOR’S UPDATES:  Mayor Barnett reminded those present that sign-up for fall recreation activities will continue through August 23, 2013 at the Recreation Department.

Mayor Barnett also reported on a recent successful Table Top Disaster Drill involving all city departments.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT:  City Attorney Fleming presented to council for approval resolutions calling for a referendum to be held during the November 5, 2013, allowing Sunday sales of alcohol.

On motion by Harris, second by Tutt, council voted 5 to 1 to approve a resolution calling for a referendum for Sunday sales of alcohol by the drink.  Council member Armour voted against the motion.
Resolution follows:
A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A REFERENDUM ELECTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA, TO PERMIT AND REGULATE SUNDAY SALES OF DISTILLED SPIRITS OR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR BEVERAGE PURPOSES BY THE DRINK.
In order to determine the desires of the citizens of the City of Washington, Georgia, the City Council hereby, and in compliance with the Official Code of Georgia, Title 3, Chapter 3, Article 1, Sales of Alcoholic Beverages on Sundays, calls for a referendum election to be held on November 5, 2013, to authorize the City of Washington to permit and regulate Sunday sales of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises on Sundays from 12:30 PM until 12:00 midnight in any licensed establishment which derives at least 50 percent of its total annual gross sales from the sale of prepared meals or food in all of the combined retail outlets of the individual establishment where food is served and in any licensed establishment which derives at least 50 percent of its total gross income from the rental of rooms for overnight lodging.
A copy of this resolution shall be forwarded by the County Administrator to the election superintendent for the City of Washington, Georgia, who, not less than ten nor more than 60 days after the date of approval of this resolution shall issue the call for the referendum election.  The election superintendent shall cause the date and purpose of the election to be published in the official organ of the county once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date of the election.
The ballot for the referendum shall have printed thereon the following:
[   ]  YES		Shall the governing authority of the City of Washington, Georgia be                                           [   ]   NO               authorized to permit and regulate Sunday sales of distilled spirits or alcoholic beverages for beverage purposes by the drink?

If more than one-half of the votes cast by the citizens of the City of Washington are in favor of Sunday sales, the City Council shall thereafter amend the alcoholic beverage ordinance for the City of Washington to permit and regulate Sunday sales by licensees.
Enacted this 12th day of August, 2013.

Council member Harris made a motion to approve a resolution calling for a referendum for Sunday sales of alcohol by the package.  Motion died for lack of a second.

COUNCIL TOPICS:

HARRIS:  Council member Harris expressed concern that all members of council are not present at the work sessions and suggested that maybe council should choose a date and time that suits all members of council so that all members receives the same information at the same time.

Harris also reported that the cemeteries are being examined to determine needed repairs.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars reported that grass needs to be cut in the School Street cemetery.

Cullars reminded that there was a need for restroom/porta potty facilities at Booker Park.

Cullars asked the status of Hospital Drive/Skull Shoals Road sidewalks.  He was advised that project will be included in the 2014 DOT LMIG.

Cullars reported that wholesale power costs have gone up some 40% and that customers should expect utility rate increases in January 2014.

Cullars expressed concern with the lack of minority members on city appointed committees.

Cullars reported that the Pope Conference Center is booked for all weekends through the summer and further advised that a hotel associated with the conference center would help with attracting groups to the conference center.

Cullars reported that citizens had complained about the audio part of the council meeting aired on Comcast.  Cullars had talked with Joe Willis about this issue and was advised that the microphones used at the council meeting were not for audio purposes.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey requested that an Advisory Board be appointed to work with the URA on the Gordon Street school project.

Rainey requested that $0 based budgeting be a focus of upcoming council committee meetings working on the 2014 budget.

Rainey requested an update of current uses of the Pinpoint GeoTech equipment.  Rainey also reported that the 21st Century summer program had been a success at both Callaway Plantation and Booker Pool.

Rainey expressed disappointment that the Black Patriot memorial was overlooked in August activity planning.

Rainey called for clear policies and procedures for alcohol use at the Pope Conference Center.

Rainey asked that all council members receive a power point copy of a recent presentation at the Annual MEAG meeting.

Rainey asked about the timeline for the Assistant Administrator position.  Rainey also requested that the City receive a monthly report from Hannah Mullins with the PDA.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt stressed that citizens can expect that utility rates will not go down in 2014.
Tutt also expressed a need for businesses to come that will employ citizens.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:

City Administrator Eskew asked for council approval of a 2013 Budget Adjustment Resolution for two adjustments:  one for the Animal Shelter budget and one for the Pope Center budget.

On motion by Cullars, second by Armour, council approved 5 to 1 the adjustment to the animal shelter budget.  Council member Tutt voted against the motion.

On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 the adjustment to the Pope Center budget.

Resolution follows:
REGARDING SECOND QUARTER BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013
WEHREAS, the City Council approved a budget for fiscal year 2013 for the City of Washington in December 2012; and
WHEREAS, the budget requires adjustment from time to time as circumstances change; and
WHEREAS, these adjustments maintain a balanced budget for all funds;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the adjustments to the budget listed on “Attachment A”, attached hereto and made a part of this resolution is hereby adopted:
Adopted this 12th day of August, 2013.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council voted 6 to 0 to enter into executive session to discuss two previously approved personnel items.

On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council voted 4 to 0 to re-convene in open session at 9:21 PM.  It was noted that council members Harris and Rainey were not present in the room when this vote was taken.

City Attorney Fleming reported that there were two personnel matters discussed in executive session with no final action being taken.

On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 9:23 PM.

                                                                                          __________________________________MAYOR
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