










REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 8, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, September 8, 2014, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and all members of council.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on September 8, 2014.

The meeting was opened in prayer by City Attorney Fleming followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the Work Session and Regular meetings held on August 11, 2014.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved the meeting agenda as presented removing the Electric discussion as requested by the City Administrator.

MAIN STREET – JOE WILLIS:  Main Street Director Joe Willis asked for council approval for upcoming square events:  September 26, 2014 – Pedaling for Paws; motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0:  September 13, 2014, 10 AM through 1 PM, Watch Tower Society kiosk; motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0:  October 2, 2014 – Homecoming Parade beginning at 5 PM from the Pope Center; motion by Cullars, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0.

Willis advised that effective September 29, 2014, Bertrina Ivey will be moving to the Pope Center to assume duties.

Willis also discussed business tax credit available to businesses located within the Opportunity Zone and also the possibility of expanding the zone to include the entire city.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – BARBARA BACON:  Barbara Bacon reminded those present of the upcoming Athens Tech CDL driving course to be offered in Washington at the former Gordon Street School location.  Class size is limited to 6 persons; two have completed registration.  Bacon also thanked the Public Works department for their cleanup of the school site driving course area.

Bacon advised of the closing for a lease/purchase of the former Anderson Service Station property.

RFP’s are due on September 30, 2014, for development of Simpson Park through a donation from 
Foxwood Development.

Bacon advised that DCA has agreed to the use of CDBG funds to demolish a commercial building in the Norman Street project area.

Bacon and City Administrator Bailey attended a meeting in Savannah to receive funds for a CHIP Grant in the amount of $280,000 for down payment assistance and a CDBG RLF in the amount of $400,000 for single family housing.  Bacon gave some information on a DCA program, Home Safe, to assist families in foreclosure due to illness and/or job loss for a period of 18 months.

Hands on Washington is ready to move forward with owner occupied housing re-hab and improvements.
DAVID TOBUREN:  Mr. Toburen advised council that on recent trip back to Washington from a vacation that he had stopped in Hillsville, Virginia and took part in an outdoor event sponsored by the City of Hillsville for its residents.  In speaking with city officials, Mr. Toburen found that the city budgets for this program each summer and explained how a committee and community sponsors work together on these events.

DEBBIE ANDERSON – VOTER REGISTRAR:  Mrs. Anderson reminded those present of important upcoming election activities.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised anyone with muddy water to contact City Hall.  There is an ongoing water flushing effort to correct any water issues.

COUNCIL UPDATES:  

R. ARMOUR:  Council member Armour requested that his proposed dress code information be tabled for further study and consideration at a later date.

T. ARMOUR:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 3-3-1 to amend City Ordinance Chapter 2, Article IV, Section 2-234; establishing fees for filing of ethics complaints.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.  Ordinance amendment follows:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PROCEDURE FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS WISHING TO FILE A COMPLAINT FOR AN ALLEGED ETHICS VIOLATION AGAINST A FELLOW ELECTED OFFICIAL.
WHEREAS, the City wishes to amend the procedure for elected officials wishing to file a complaint for an alleged ethics violation against another elected official; and
NOW, THEREFORE, CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA, HEREBY ORDAIN as follows:
SECTION 1: That Chapter 2 (Administration)m Article IV, Section 2-234, Paragraph (a) of the Code of Ordinances, City of Washington, Georgia, is hereby amended with the addition of Sub-Paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) as follows:
	Section 2-234:  Penalties and member rights.
(a)  Any person having a complaint against any city official for an alleged ethics violation shall file in writing a verified complaint setting forth the particular facts and circumstances which constitute the alleged violation by the city official.  The complaint shall be filed with the mayor or in the event of a complaint pertaining to the mayor the complaint shall be filed with the mayor pro tem.  Upon receipt of a complaint and if the complaint is against an elected or appointed official or the city administrator, the mayor shall appoint three members of council, who along with the city attorney shall constitute an investigating committee.  In the event the complaint is against the mayor, the mayor pro tem shall appoint said committee as described above.  If the complaint is against an employee the complaint shall be forwarded to the city administrator who shall constitute the investigative committee, conduct the investigation, and take the required action or hand down any penalties along with assistance from the city attorney and city clerk as needed.
1) Any elected official who files a complaint against another elected official for an alleged ethics violation must simultaneously submit a $100 deposit to the City Clerk accompanying the complaint.  The City Clerk shall hold the $100 deposit until the alleged violation is either dismissed or prosecuted.
2) If the complaint is dismissed prior to a full hearing before the Mayor and Council, the $100 shall then be deposited into the City’s General Fund and the elected official who file the complaint shall pay for any associated attorney’s fees borne by the City.
3) If the complaint comes before Mayor and Council, no matter its final disposition, the City Clerk shall refund the $100 to the elected official who filed the complaint and made the deposit.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this ordinance has been duly adopted by the governing authority of the City of Washington, Georgia, on the 8th day of September, 2014.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars advised council and those present that his term as Mayor Pro Tem will run from September 2014 through April 2015.  Cullars asked that the City Attorney review with council the duties of Mayor Pro Tem as stated in the City Charter.

Council member Cullars commented on the request by Berry Plastics for a reduction on electric rates and further urged all businesses to contact the city for a possible rate reduction.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked for some clarification on Police budget numbers that were included in each council packet.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt urged council to use some caution in discussions of electric rate reductions.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval of a MEAG Competitive Trust Resolution naming the Mayor, City Administrator and City Clerk as signatures on the account which will require two of the three signatures.  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved Resolution 4-1-1.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion and Council member Rainey abstained from voting.  Resolution follows:
WHEREAS, the City is a Beneficiary of the Municipal Competitive Trust (the “Trust”) that MEAG Power established as of January 1, 1999; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the terms of the Trust, the City is allowed to transfer certain funds between accounts and withdraw certain funds from accounts by written direction to MEAG Power and the Trustee; and
WHEREAS, by official action of the City, a City official was delegated authority to make deposits to the Trust and to communicate City decisions with respect to the Trust to MEAG Power and the Trustee; and
WHEREAS, in order to improve the notification process, MEAG Power has requested that all written directions communicating City decisions with respect to the Trust be executed by two independent City officials; and
WHEREAS, the City, after due consideration, has determined that such procedural changes are in the best interest of the City.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that henceforth the Mayor, City Administrator and City Clerk of the City of Washington, Georgia (together, the “Authorized Officials”), or any two of them are authorized to communicate City decisions with respect to the Trust by jointly executing written directions to MEAG Power and the Trustee; and
FURTHER RESOLVED that the City hereby authorizes the Authorized Officials to execute, and the City Clerk to attest and deliver, certificates specifying the names, titles, term of office and specimen signatures of the Authorized Officials and other certificates and documents that MEAG Power may require from time to tie to effect the purposes of the Trust and this Resolution.
This 8th day of September, 2014.

City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of a Resolution naming the Mayor and City Administrator as voting delegate and alternate for Electric Cities of Georgia.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved resolution 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.  Resolution follows:
BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Washington, Georgia (the “Participant”) that Mayor Ames M. Barnett is hereby appointed as an authorized official of the Participant (“Authorized Official”) with full power and authority to communicate the decisions of the Participant to Electric Cities of Georgia, Inc. (“ECG”), including, but not limited to, completing nomination forms for the Board of Directors of ECG and submitting ballots for the election of the Board of Directors of ECG.  City Administrator Sherri D. Bailey (the “Alternate”) is hereby appointed as the alternate Authorized Official with full power and authority of the Authorized Official to the extent that it is convenient for the Participant to make such communications to ECG through the Alternate.
This 8th day of September, 2014.

City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of GMEBS Health Plan revision documents.  The revision to the Participation Agreement and Trust Agreement support compliance with the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved GMEBS Health Plan revision documents 5 to 1.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.
A copy of the GMEBS Health plan document is on file in the office of the City Clerk.

City Administrator Bailey requested approval of a Pope Center Rental agreement form, adding that those renting the facility must be 21 years of age and that receipt of deposit will confirm reservation.  Ticket sales for events will be addressed on a case by case basis.  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved request 4 to 2.  Council members Cullars and Rainey voted against the motion.

City Administrator Bailey requested council approval to solicit sealed bids to sell three used city trucks.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0, requesting that the KBB value be used to determine value of vehicle.

City Administrator Bailey advised that yard waste fees will be advertised in the News Reporter and that the charge is now posted on each utility bill.

City Administrator Bailey requested council approval to re-bid for the DOT Safety Enhancement grant project for re-striping and signage for city streets.  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved request 6 to 0. 

City Administrator Bailey discussed with council the $34394.00 savings to the city’s retirement plan from the elimination of the police and 911 departments.  Further savings of $22318.00 could be realized by the elimination of the COLA for future retirees.  Council concurred in delaying a decision on Retirement COLA until next year.

City Administrator Bailey advised council that the Tax Commissioner had forwarded to the City Clerk the 2014 tax digest information.  The Tax Assessors office must provide the city with inflationary growth figures before the city can set its millage rate for 2014.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Tutt, second by Cullars, council approved adjournment at 8:00 PM.
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