










[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 14, 2015

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, September 14, 2015, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on September 14, 2 015.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of previous meetings as presented.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved the meeting agenda 6 to 0 adding a MEAG Power sales contract and CSRA RC Resolution.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised those present that Animal Control Officer Darren Altman has assumed duties at the Animal Shelter also.

DEBBIE ANDERSON – VOTER REGISTRAR UPDATES:  Debbie Anderson advised those present that the last date to register for the upcoming General Municipal Election is October 5, 2015 and that early voting will begin on October 12 and run through October 30, Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM until 5 PM.

Anderson also addressed issues relating to absentee ballots, registering to vote and voter fraud.  Anderson further advised that federal and state elections require a Saturday day of early voting; however, the city must request of the Board of Registrar’s a Saturday day of voting.  A recent telephone poll of council did not gain support to request the Board of Registrar’s to consider a Saturday day of early voting for the upcoming General Municipal Election.

DDA APPOINTMENT:  Mayor Barnett requested council approval for the appointment of Tommy Davis to the DDA Board.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved appointment 4 to 2.  Council members Cullars and Rainey voted against the motion.

Mayor Barnett also reminded those present of the upcoming Purple Heart City event on the square on October 24, at 11 AM to honor all those from Wilkes County who have received a Purple Heart in service to our country.

CITY ATTORNEY:  City Attorney Fleming presented to council a possible amendment to the way ordinances are currently presented to council for approval.  After discussion, on motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 1 to table this matter for later discussion.  Council member Rainey voted against the motion.

COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL:
TUTT:  Council member Tutt addressed citizens present and asked that they be very sure about where they stand on issues; that Saturday is about access.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  City Administrator Bailey advised that the Business Office had received many complaints about high utility (electric) bills.  Bailey reminded everyone to check the service dates on their utility bills—some or most of the bills are for the month of July.  Bailey also addressed historical data for temperatures over the summer months and humidity levels which impact utility bills.  Bailey also advised that Public Service Commission website has a listing of all Georgia utilities and the city’s rates are lower than our local EMC on consumption levels below 1500 kwh, on levels above 1500 kwh the EMC is lower.

SOLAR RATE UPDATE:  On motion by Tutt, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the updated Solar Power Rate recommended by ECG which allows for tiered charges to benefit customers.

RESOLUTION:  On motion by Scarborough, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 a resolution designating the City Administrator and City Clerk as “Authorizing Official” and “Alternate” for communicating with ECG.  Resolution follows:
BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Washington, Georgia (the “Participant”) that the City Administrator is hereby appointed as an authorized official of the Participant (“Authorized Official”) with full power and authority to communicate the decisions of the Participant to Electric Cities of Georgia, Inc. (“ECG”), including, but not limited to, completing service confirmation forms, nomination forms for the Board of Directors of ECG and submitting ballots for the election of the Board of Directors of ECG.  The City Clerk (the “Alternate”) is hereby appointed as the alternate Authorized Official with full power and authority of the Authorized Official to the extent that it is convenient for the Participant to make such communications to ECG through the Alternate.

PROCLAMATION-RED RIBBON WEEK:  On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 a Proclamation naming October 23-31 as Red Ribbon Week in Washington.  Proclamation follows:
WHEREAS, Alcohol and drug abuse in this Nation have reached epidemic stages; and
WHEREAS, it is imperative that visible, unified prevention education efforts by community members be launched to eliminate the demand for drugs; and
WHEREAS, The National Red Ribbon Campaign offers citizens the opportunity to demonstrate their commitment to drug-free lifestyles (no use of illegal drugs, no illegal use of legal drugs); and
WHEREAS, the National Red Ribbon Campaign will be celebrated in every community in America during Red Ribbon Week, October 23-31; and
WHEREAS, business, Government, parents, law enforcement, media, medical institutions, religious institutions, schools, senior citizens, service organizations, and youth will demonstrate their commitment to  healthy, drug-free lifestyles by wearing and displaying red ribbons during this week-long campaign; and
WHEREAS, the community of Washington, Georgia, further commits its resources to ensure the success of the Red Ribbon Campaign;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, I, Ames Barnett, Mayor of the City of Washington do hereby proclaim October 23-31, as RED RIBBON WEEK, and encourages its citizens to participate in drug prevention education activities, not only during Red Ribbon Week, but all year long, making a visible statement that we are strongly committed to a drug-free Washington, Georgia.

RESOLUTION – 2014 HOME GRANT:  On motion by Rainey, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 a resolution appointing the URA as developer of the 2014 Home Grant.  Resolution follows:
WHEREAS, the City of Washington received 2014 Home Single Family Housing Development funding from the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) for construction of 4 new single family houses in accordance to the HOME Final Rule 24 CFR Part 92; and
WHEREAS, the City of Washington is the recipient of a grant from the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) HOME Investment Partnership Program authorized under Title II of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act signed into law on November 28, 1990.  The Georgia Housing and Finance Authority (GHFA) receive HOME funds from HUD, DCA administers the program on behalf of GHFA; and
WHEREAS, the City of Washington desires to engage a Developer, the Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA) to perform certain activities funded under said grant; and
WHERE, the URA has indicated its ability and desire to perform said activities as the Developer for the 2014 HOME Single Family Housing Development project of 4 newly constructed homes on Rusher Street.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of Washington, Georgia, do hereby approve, pass and adopt the Contract Agreement between the City of Washington (Recipient of HUD Funding) and the Urban Redevelopment Authority (Developer) for the DCA Grant Number – SF2014-104.

RESOLUTION/CONTRACT WITH CSRA RC TO ADMINISTER CDBG PROJECT 15P-X-157-2-5794:   On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 a resolution approving a contract with the CSRA RC to administer the funds for the CDBG Sewer facilities grant.  A copy of the resolution/contract is on file in the minute file of the City Clerk

EXCESS POWER SALES CONTRACT:  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to enter a contract allowing MEAG to sell excess power of the City to the City of Barnesville and Buford for a three year term beginning January 2016 and ending December 2018.  A copy of the agreement is on file in the office of the City Clerk.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment of meeting at 6:47 PM.

                                                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
