REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 12, 2015

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, October 12, 2015, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on October 12, 2015.

The meeting was opened in prayer by City Attorney Fleming followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the Public Hearing, Work Session and Council meetings held on September 14,2 015.

MEETING AGENDA:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved the meeting agenda as presented adding a Resolution for a Beautification grant.

TOYS FOR TOTS:  EMS Director Blake Thompson advised that the annual Toys for Tots drive has begun.  In 2014 some 133 local families and 320 children were helped by this program.  Thompson also reminded those present of the annual Christmas parade on December 12, 2015, beginning at 6 PM.

MAYOR’S UPDATES:  Mayor Barnett advised that October 23-31, 2015 is Red Ribbon Week in support of and promotion Drug Free Communities.

Mayor Barnett reminded everyone of the October 24, 2015, event to honor Purple Heart recipients from Wilkes County.  There are some 27 local service members that have received this honor.

Barnett also reminded those present of the upcoming W-W Tigers Homecoming parade on October 15.

Barnett urged everyone to support the Toys for Tots drive.

Barnett advised that the City Administrator has worked for some months to recoup taxes paid during the water plant re-hab.  The City has been advised that some $93,000 in taxes paid will be refunded to the city.

Barnett reminded everyone of the 2015 Tax Millage Public Hearing to be held on October 23, 2015 at 8:30 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  The proposed millage rate of 8.85 mils is a decrease from the 2014 millage rate.

COUNCIL REPORTS:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey advised that early voting began today for the November 3, 2015, General Election.  Early voting will run through October 30, 2015, at the Voter Registrar’s office.

Rainey also reminded everyone that October is Breast Cancer Awareness month.

Rainey requested a review of the Pope Center Policies and Procedures as it relates to fund raisers.

Rainey made a motion to give the Assistant City Administrator a $5,000 pay increase and further to assign the Public Works department to him.  City Attorney Fleming will review the City personnel system, but believes that salaries for employees are the responsibility of the City Administrator, but this matter could be considered during the 2016 budget process.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rainey expressed concern with information that she had requested from the City Administrator regarding reprimands that the City Administrator had issued being overwhelmingly issued to minorities.  City Administrator Bailey pointed out that the city’s workforce was majority minority.

Rainey expressed concern with the recent letters that went out from the Municipal Court Clerk concerning past due ticket payments.  Attorney Fleming advised that Municipal Court Judge Anderson has not responded to his request for information.

Council member Cullars maintained that Judge Anderson did not authorize the Municipal Court Clerk to send out the collection letters.  City Administrator Bailey advised that she and Judge Anderson had discussed the past due ticket amounts and that Judge Anderson had advised her that he would support collection efforts.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:  City Administrator Bailey advised that road repair to Pembroke Drive has been completed and further that the repairs came in under budget because the gas line did not have to be moved.

Bailey reminded everyone of the Public Hearing scheduled for October 23, 2 015 to approve the 2015 Tax millage rate.  The proposed tax millage rate is 8.85 mils which is 1.45% lower than the previous year.

Bailey was questioned about the millings from the recent re-surfacing of Robert Toombs Avenue.  Bailey advised that the re-surfacing was a state project and that the contractor sold the millings.  The City bought some of the millings.

Bailey requested that council approve the requests for use of the square on October 17, 2015, October 31, 2015, April 2, 2016, April 30, 2016 and May 14, 2016.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Tutt, council approved request 6 to 0.

Bailey requested council approved of a GMA Resolution to Re-certify the City of Washington, Georgia, as a City of Ethics.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved request 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion breaking the tie vote.  A copy of the Resolution is on file in the Office of the City Clerk.

Bailey requested council approval of the 2017 SPLOST document.  All of the City of Washington SPLOST revenue will be used for water and sewer debt, as it has been in previous SPLOST.  The estimated city share is down some $663,000 over the six year time span.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 2017 SPLOST 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

City Administrator Bailey requested approval of a Resolution to apply for a Roadside Enhancement grant in the amount of $50,000.  This grant will be used on West Robert Toombs Avenue in front of the Royal Food Mart location.   On motion by R. Armour, second by Tutt, council approved resolution 6 to 0.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 6:49 PM.

                                                                                     ____________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                      ____________________________________CLERK
