
























REGULAR MEETING
NOVEMBER 10, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, November 10, 2014, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on November 10, 2014.

City Attorney Fleming opening the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes from meetings held:  Work Session, Public Hearing and Regular meeting held on October 13, 2014; Committee meetings held on October 16 and 17, 2014, a Bid opening held October 17, 2014, a Bid opening held October 29, 2014, a Called meeting held October 31, 2014, and Audit proposals on November 5, 2014.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Tutt, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented adding two items to the City Administrator’s report and an executive session to handle a real estate and personnel matter.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett honored those having served in the armed forces for Veteran’s Day.

Mayor Barnett also reported that monies and toys had been turned over to the Toys for Tots program administered by the United Way.  Sign up for the program will be November 18 through 25 from 1 to 5 PM at the Pope Center.  Toys will be distributed December 22, 2014.

Mayor Barnett further reported that another $200,000.00 has been paid on the F & M Bank note on the Pope Center, leaving some $80,000.00 due on the note by year’s end.  

Mayor Barnett also advised that the water department is busy fixing leaks and replacing fire hydrants.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT:  Attorney Fleming advised that an updated personnel policy and procedure manual had been presented during the work session of council for review and approval at the December meeting of council.
COUNCIL REPORTS:

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars reminded senior citizens 65 years and older that the Energy Assistance program will be taking applications at the Pope Center on November 17, 2014, beginning at 10 AM.  There will be a limit of 150 applications taken for assistance.

Cullars also reminded those present that each electric customer has a $10.00 base fee built into each utility bill.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked where citizens could dump their limbs if they wanted to take off their own limbs instead of having the city haul them.  City Administrator Bailey will look into this matter.

Council member Tutt asked about that status of the Economic Development position.  Ms. Tiffany Rainey was introduced as the new Economic Development Director, Tourism Director, Chamber Director, and Regional Visitor Center Director.

Tutt expressed a desire to work with all members of council for the greater good of the city.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey thanked Barbara Bacon and Anne Floyd for their report of the Gordon Street school property and URA projects.

Rainey questioned the need for an Assistant City Administrator and further requested a written succession plan and organizational flow chart.

Rainey expressed concern with recent criminal activity in District 1 and questioned the existing contract with the Sheriff’s office.  City Attorney Fleming advised that it is a one year contract through June 30, 2015 and that should either party desire to terminate at the end of contract, then a 90 day notice is required.

Rainey also questioned proposed budget figures for departments that have more expenditures than revenue.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:

City Administrator Bailey requested council approval for the Kettle Creek Pilot Club to sponsor Snowing of the Square on November 25, 28 and 29; December 5, 6, 12, 13, 19 and 20.  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the use of the square.

[bookmark: _GoBack]TIMBER BIDS:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval of high bid for clear cut timber from S & S for $186,325.00 and thinning per ton from Hentz Forest Products.  On motion by Cullars, second by T. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

D.O.T. SAFETY PROJECT:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval of low bidder on the DOT Safety Enhance project from Brown’s Asphalt Maintenance, Inc. of $183,161.59.  Construction will be completed within 18 months from award of contract.  On motion by Cullars, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to award contract to Brown’s Asphalt Maintenance, Inc.

CITY AUDIT:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval to award Rushton and Company the annual city audit work for 2014 through 2016 at $29,940 plus $3,000 for single audit if necessary.  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

ANIMAL CONTROL:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval to solicit proposals for Animal Control services within the city.  On motion by Cullars, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to request proposals.

LETTER OF AGREEMENT:  City Administrator requested council approval for the mayor to sign a letter of agreement to authorize application of a grant to DCA to remove slum and blight from the Gordon Street school property.  On motion by Scarborough, second by Cullars, council approved request 6 to 0.

ZONING MAP UPDATE:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of an updated Zoning Map as presented by Building Official David Van Hart.  Updated map reflects some 13 zoning changes made since 2002.  On motion by Scarborough, second by Cullars, council approved request 6 to 0.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into an approved executive session to handle a real estate and personnel matter.

On motion by Cullars, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to re-enter open session at 7:17 PM.

City Attorney Fleming made a report that one real estate and personnel matter was discussed in executive session with no final action taken.

On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to transfer ownership of four parcels identified as 107, 110, 111 and 114 Rusher Street to the URA.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:22 PM.

                                                                                          ____________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                         ____________________________________CLERK
