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The Mayor and City Council held their regular monthly work session on Monday, January 11, 2016, beginning at 5:30 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Rainey and Scarborough.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors included:  Ricky Fanning, Katrina Bond of ECG, Charles Wagner, Norris Ware, Council member elect Maceo Mahoney, Linda Anderson, Loretta Fanning, Newton Gunter, Pam Gunter, Sarah Davis, Betty Hamilton, Annie R. Wilkinson, Hattie Callaway, Kay Finnell, M.V. Booker, Blake Thompson, Carrie Lokey, Michael Horgan, Danny Barnett, Nancy Barnett, Judy Anderson, Cathy Armour, Hilda Wright, Clara Sutton, Rev. Larry Hill, Phyllis Scarborough, Marcus Dill, Sim Dill, Jr., and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Katrina Bond, of ECG, addressed council to deliver findings of the recent water and sewer rate study.  Ms. Bond advised that the city’s water rates were in really good shape and at this time would not recommend a rate adjustment.  Ms. Bond did suggest that the city consider going to tiered water and sewer rates to encourage water conservation.  

Council questioned that the sewer rate is the same as the water rate.  Ms. Bond advised that that is standard industry practice and further stated that at her home the sewer rate is actually more than the water rate which accurately reflects costs.

Mayor Barnett advised that during the regular meeting he would make his council committee assignments.  Mayor Barnett also advised that he would recommend Robert Armour for the Animal Shelter Board; Michael Horgan as Municipal Court Judge and Fleming and Nelson as City Attorney.

City Administrator Bailey advised that she would seek approval of a contract with the CSRA RC to oversee the Phase II CSBG 2016 for waste water project.

Bailey also advised that she would seek approval of a resolution to adopt the URA by-laws.

Bailey submitted a request to reduce some delinquent property tax amounts below the actual amount owed in an effort to sell these properties at tax auction.  Council received this information in their monthly council packet.

Bailey reminded those present that the spay/neuter program would being in January.

City Attorney Fleming advised that a request to lower the speed limit on North Alexander Avenue had been received.  As this is a city street, it will require a study by the city engineer.

ADJOURNMENT:  Work session adjourned at 5:51 PM.
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