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WORK SESSION
FEBRUARY 10, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, February 10, 2014, beginning at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members R. Armour, T. Armour, Cullars, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Crawford, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present were:  Barbara Ricciuti, Charles Wagner, Barbara Bacon, Judy Anderson, Henry Harris, Lyndon Amis, Norris Ware, Albert Moore, Patricia Wilder, Hattie Callaway, Annie R. Wilkinson, Darius Jenkins, Rachel Moreland, Sue Richards, Susan Branan, Betty Hamilton, and W. C. Branan, Cathy Armour, Janette Thomas, James Thomas, Tommie Heard, Reginald Jones, Charles Jackson, Loretta Fanning, Fulani Doughty, Andre Butler, Hilda Wright, Phyllis Scarborough, Sim Dill, Jr., Patsy Winn, Ann Tanner, M.V. Booker, Robbie Ross, Black Thompson, John Horton, and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Mayor Barnett called the meeting to order and welcomed Interim City Administrator Crawford.  Mayor Barnett advised that during the regular meeting he would ask for council approval to add Crawford to the signature accounts at the local financial institutions and the city’s MasterCard account.

ADMINISTRATOR:  Administrator Crawford advised that he was working on a list of priorities for the hiring process of a City Administrator.  This position will be advertised for at least 30 days.

Crawford also advised that he will be reviewing the city’s action process during the next 60 days and that the hiring of an assistant administrator will be delayed until a new administrator is on board.

ATTORNEY:  City Attorney Fleming advised that the proposed alcohol ordinance revision is ready for council vote during the regular meeting.  It was noted that the revised ordinance does include a 3% consumption tax.

TUTT:  Council member asked if the city still planned to hire an assistant administrator, since the original plan was to hire an assistant to be trained by former Administrator Eskew that would then move into the Administrator position at Eskew’s retirement in 2015.  Tutt was advised that an assistant administrator was still in the plans, but would now be hired after a permanent administrator was in place.

T. ARMOUR:  Council member Armour voiced concerns about the financial well-being of Wills Memorial Hospital.  It was generally the consensus that a local hospital is imperative to community growth.

MAYOR:  Mayor Barnett advised that there were still some problems with the water system.  The Skull Shoals plant is not operating at what it was designed to produce.  Flushing of water lines will continue during the next month.

ADJOURNMENT:  Work session adjourned at 5:31 PM.
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