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WORK SESSION
MARCH 10, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, March 10, 2014, beginning at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett and council members R. Armour, T. Armour, Cullars, Scarborough and Tutt.  Council member Rainey joined the meeting at 5:40 PM.  Also present were City Administrator Crawford, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Adam Nelson.

Visitors present were:  Judy Anderson, Charles Wagner, Hannah Mullins, Ashley Barnett, Joseph R. Willis, Barbara Bacon, Henry Harris, Norris Ware, Rachel Moreland, Debbie Anderson, Bill DeGolian, Annie R. Wilkinson, Hattie Callaway, Betty Hamilton, Greg Rogers, Brenda Mitchell, Telala Willis, Tara Thomas, Ronnie Futch, Ruth Rogers, Betty Reese, Mary Burt, Newton Gunter, Pam Gunter, Francine Doughty, Fulani Doughty, Blake Thompson, Terri Lane, Sim Dill, Jr., John Scott, Loretta Fanning, Terry Diggs, Michele Hamlin, M.V. Booker, Andre Butler, Thomas Denard, David Denard, Shameco Tutt, Robbie Ross of WLOV Radio and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS:  Administrator Crawford gave an update on the use of the Pinpoint GeoTech system, which has been used for location of fire hydrants, street signage and striping.  Council requested that a system be developed for the Public Works department to use the technology for solid waste pickup.

Crawford also advised that water flushing plan map is being drawn up and should be complete by April.  A systematic plan for waterline flushing will begin at that time.

Crawford advised that recent trash collection on the weekends had resulted from recent snow and ice weather.

Crawford also advised council that during the regular meeting he would seek approval to begin advertising for a permanent Administrator position.

TOURISM REPORT/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Hannah Mullins presented the Tourism report in the absence of Tourism Director Pollock.

Washington was featured in the February issue of Columbia County Magazine.  

Mullins also advised of upcoming Aonia Pass events on March 21, 2014, April 27, 2014 and May 3 and 4, 2014.  The Annual Tour of Homes is scheduled for April 5, 2014.  Planning is also underway for BRAG (Bike Ride Across Georgia), for which Washington will be the starting point this year.  Events are being planned for June 8 with the ride beginning on June 9, 2014.

Mullins also advised that work continues on development of a new logo/tagline for Washington-Wilkes.

Mullins further gave an update on efforts to secure the Hollander plant expansion stays in Washington-Wilkes.

CULLARS:  Cullars asked that a vehicle maintenance log be established for departments to use and any damage to vehicle be reported.  Cullars suggested that some damages may become the responsibility of the employees.

Cullars asked that the city consider implementing direct deposit for payroll.  Cullars also asked that the city consider going to curbside pickup of garbage as a cost saving imitative. 

Cullars also requested that the City’s Personnel Policies and Procedures be reviewed and updated.  Cullars further requested that the Administrator meet with department heads once monthly.

Cullars suggested a “Volunteer Service Day” as a means to cut back on overtime by various departments. This would be a community wide effort with volunteer citizens helping with a variety of needs.  

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked about the need for additional cemetery land.  This issue was referred to the City Administrator for further study.

Tutt also asked about the possibility of moving the due date of utility bills to the end of each month instead of the 15th; and, further to allow multiple agreements on accounts provided that customers actually meet their agreement.  Tutt also suggested consideration of cycle billing.

Tutt reported on the financial status of Wills Memorial Hospitla and the needed expansion of the Medicaid program to benefit small rural hospitals.

ADJOURNMENT:  The work session adjourned at 5:53 PM.
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