




















WORK SESSION
JUNE 10, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, June 10, 2013, beginning at 5 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present were:  Barbara Ricciuti, Jane Owen, Cindy R. Bounds, Charles Wagner, Judy Anderson, Ashley Barnett, Jeremy Frasier, Norris Ware, Charlton Ware, Hattie Callaway, Reba Brown, Betty Reese, Sim Dill, Jr., Carrington Tutt, Shameco Tutt, Lyndon Amis, Annie R. Wilkinson, Peggy Sims, Clara Sutton, Barbara Bacon, Joe Willis, David Jenkins, Richard Crabbe and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Mayor Barnett advised that he intended to re-appoint Hattie Callaway and Clifford Jones to the Senior Citizens Advisory Council.

Economic Development Director David Jenkins reported on current Pope Conference Center bookings, a partnership with Georgia Southern University on a virtual incubator for local businesses, possible Gordon Street School property re-development engineering guidance for demolition and removal of asbestos, use of square request for May 2014 Cruise In, and the Norman Street CDBG progress.

Jenkins was asked about Pope Conference Center rental fees and what was included in the fees—specifically the number of chairs included in pricing.  Council members generally felt that the number of chairs should be increased in the pricing format.

Jenkins was also asked about the status of Lazarus Casket Manufacturing.  This company is progressing very slowly.

City Attorney Fleming presented a proposed change to the Ethics Ordinance in that when a charge is filed by a council member against another elected official and the charge is then presented to the full council; the council member making the charge is not allowed to vote on the matter.

Council member Cullars expressed concern with current city employees having a gross base salary of less than $24,000 annually.  This study, at a cost of $5,000 to be done by UGA’s Vinson Institute of Government, was not approved by council to be included in the 2013 budget.  

Cullars asked that sidewalks be extended to the intersection of GA 44 and Skull Shoals Road.  City Administrator Eskew advised that this is a state highway and that any work must be coordinated with the GA DOT.

Cullars expressed concern with a local business with a delinquent bill in excess of $7,000.  City Administrator Eskew will contact owner as soon as possible to work on payment of this amount.

Council member Harris asked about the problem with sink holes on Rusher Street.  Harris was advised that city engineer Stevenson and Palmer is aware of the problem and is working on a solution.

City Administrator Eskew advised that the City has been awarded a GA DOT grant, with no matching funds required, for striping and traffic control signs on city streets.  Paperwork for this grant must be submitted by July 31, 2013, with work to be done in 2014.

City Administrator Eskew also advised that the drawings for landscape design at the Black Patriots Monument has been finished.

Work session adjourned at 5:38 PM.

                                                                                             ____________________________________MAYOR

[bookmark: _GoBack]                                                                                             ____________________________________CLERK
