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WORK SESSION
AUGUST 10, 2015

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly Work Session on Monday, August 10, 2015, beginning at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members R. Armour and T. Armour.  Council members Cullars and Rainey joined the meeting at 5:27 PM.  Council members Scarborough and Tutt were absent due to illness.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present were Joseph Willis, Norris Ware, Charles Jackson, Charles Wagner, Judy Anderson, Newton Gunter, Hilda Wright, Barbara Bacon, Sim Dill, Terry Diggs, Michele Hamlin, Dr. Joe Harris, Annie R. Wilkinson, Richard Crabbe and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Dr. Joe Harris presented to council a presentation on the Kettle Creek Battlefield historic site and conceptual plans that have been developed for the site.  Dr. Harris commended Anne Floyd of the CSRA RDC and Representative Mickey Channel for their efforts on behalf of this project.  

At this time, Dr. Harris is only seeking a letter of support for the project from the City.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR:  
Administrator Bailey advised council that she would seek during the regular meeting of council, approval for the use of the square on September 25, 2015, 5 to 8 PM, a Beta Sigma Phi Pedaling for Paws event.  Proceeds from this event will go to the Animal Shelter.  Donations of animal food will also be accepted.

Bailey will also seek during the regular meeting, approval of a Slum and Blight Resolution for the Gordon Street School property so that the 2015 CDBG grant application may proceed.

Bailey presented to council information on a Purple Heart City designation.  This designation will honor all local recipients of the Purple Heart.

CITY ATTORNEY:  City Attorney Fleming presented to council a proposal ordinance change to set forth the way council presents and adopts ordinance changes.  

After discussion, this matter was tabled until a later meeting.  Council member Rainey expressed that ordinance changes were generally not what she had concern about, but the presenting of other issues to be voted on when not all council members are made aware of the details.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked about the monthly fee for the after-hours answering service.  Cullars was advised that the fee was $1,000 per month; noting that $20,000 had been included in the 2015 budget for this service.  Cullars voiced his opinion that residents could continue to call 9-1-1 to report after hours problems.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised those present that the Fire Department had received a $875,000 grant for the purchase of a ladder truck.  This grant requires a 5% match.  It was noted that the current city ladder truck is some 35 years old.  Barnett also advised that a fire truck had been given to the city and will be stationed at the Washington Fire Department, replacing the current Engine 5 truck.

Barnett also advised that the paving of Robert Toombs Avenue was complete, with some curb clean-up taking place now.  Striping of project will happen in the next few weeks.  Citizens are urged to contact the GA DOT with comments on this project.

ADJOURNMENT:  Work Session adjourned at 5:49 PM.

                                                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                   ______________________________________CLERK
