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WORK SESSION
NOVEMBER 11, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, November 11, 2013, at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present included:  Ashley Barnett, Charles Wagner, Barbara Ricciuti, Lyndon Amis, Jeremy Frasier, Norris Ware, Hattie Callaway, Shavonne Ware, Maeozie Anthony, Loretta Fanning, Annie R. Wilkinson, Clara Sutton, Joseph Willis, Carrington Tutt, Doeesa Gresham, Mary A. Harris, James Pritchard, Robert Armour, Cathy Armour, Charles Jackson, Eddie Finnell, M.V. Booker, Sim Dill, Demetrius Porter, Hilda Wright, Newton Gunter, Pam Gunter, Michelle Hamlin, Richard Crabbe, Shameco Tutt, David Jenkins and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Mayor Barnett requested that council members schedule a time with the City Administrator to talk about the proposed 2014 budget.   Barnett also advised that the re-hab of the water plants has been completed and the city is currently waiting on EPA approval to begin to pump water.

David Jenkins, Community Development Director, advised that the Advisory Committee for the Gordon Street school project will have a walk thru of the school on November 16, 2013 beginning at 11 AM.

Jenkins advised of upcoming meetings of the URA and DDA:  URA will meet on November 19, 2013, 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall and the DDA will have its regular monthly meeting on November 21, 2013, at 8:30 AM at the Farmers State Bank.

Hands on Washington has filed for 501C3 designation.  Barbara Bacon will be taking applications for minor repairs to be completed by this project.

The Leasing Agent for the Foxwood Development will have a temporary office at the Pope Center for application purposes beginning November 18, 2013.  The project will have a conditional certificate of occupancy before the end of the year.  It is anticipated that three buildings will be complete prior to year’s end.  

City Attorney Fleming presented to council a resolution to amend the city ordinances to allow for Sunday sales of alcohol, both by the drink and package sales.  After council approval of this resolution, Sunday sales may begin as early as November 17, 2013.

Council member Rainey asked how Historic Properties could generate revenue at Callaway Plantation and at the Museum.  Several items were discussed including upgraded campsites at Callaway, the summer program at Callaway and a need for funds to promote the sites.

Rainey asked about the setting of the millage rate for 2013 taxes at 9.141 mils—a loss in revenue of some $10,000.  Rainey stated that utility customers cannot tolerate any rate increase.

Rainey also asked about funding for the PDA Economic Developer position and when council voted on this matter.  Rainey was informed that in discussion, council voiced no objection to hiring an Economic Developer and that the 2013 funds of $36,000 were taken from contract labor in Community and Assistance  department.

Council member Cullars asked Chamber Director Amis about the upcoming Legislative Breakfast and just what is covered by the city’s $2000 yearly chamber dues.   Cullars was advised that the Legislative Breakfast is actually a Family Connection sponsored event with the Chamber assisting.

City Administrator Eskew reminded council to get their thoughts on two previously proposed ordinances (Tree Ordinance & Spaying/Neutering) to him so that these ordinances may be presented in upcoming meetings.

Mayor Barnett advised that he will make appointments to the URA Board in January 2014.  Council member Rainey objected that some current members are not attending meetings and with the Gordon Street school project she felt that the URA needs active members.  Council member Harris advised that URA members can’t be replaced until their term has expired.  There are currently two terms that have expired.

ADJOURNMENT:  Work session adjourned at 5:35 PM.
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