REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 12, 2011

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, September 12, 2011, at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were Mayor Burns, council members Barnett, Cullars, Harris, Pope, Rainey and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present included:  Barbara Ricciuti, David Toburen, Jenny Clarke, Travis Armour, Bettye Armour, Chico Leverett, Clara Sutton, Ella Binns, Jerry Ard, Beth Ard, Carissa Smith, Judy Anderson, Mike Scarborough, Cindy Bounds, Guerry Amis, Archecia Cullars, Annie Wilkinson, Jo Randall, Jane Newsome, Hilda Wright, Norris Ware, Joseph Willis, Shameco Tutt, Carrington Tutt, George Brooks, Evans Moore,  Mary Lou Davis, Robert Geiger, Ed Franklin, Hattie Callaway, Gloria Wheatley, Ashley Barnett, Susan Pope, Laura Toburen, Rachel Jackson, Devito Owens, Lillian Andrews Booker, Carol Cartledge, David Jenkins and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
The meeting was opened with a moment of silence in remembrance of former Fire Chief Alan Poss and the families of the 9/11 tragedies, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer by Council member Tutt.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Pope, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held August 8, 2011 and an Appeal Hearing held on August 8, 2011.

TOURISM REPORT:

Tourism Director Erin Pollock was out of town at a Governor’s Conference on Tourism. Mrs. Ashley Barnett reminded council of the upcoming Mule Day events and that a group from Southern Living Magazine had been in Washington on this date.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE UPDATE:

David Toburen, president of the Chamber of Commerce, introduced the new Executive Director of the Chamber Jenny Lindsey Clarke.  Mrs. Clarke is originally from Washington   Mrs. Clarke answered questions regarding Mule Day plans.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Glenn presented the monthly report and stated that monitoring of crosswalks continues.  Chief Glenn also reported that the department is working with the Animal Shelter on problems of dogs running in large packs.

MAIN STREET UPDATES:

Main Street Director David Jenkins reported that a CDBG grant was approved for Norman Street in the amount of some $350,000.  There will be a requirement of an in-kind match.
Jenkins reported that the May Sally diner should be open in the next few weeks.  Workers have already been hired for this location.

Jenkins gave details of the GEFA Energy Audit Rebate program to benefit low to moderate income households.  Anyone wishing an Energy Audit should contact Mildred Hudson through the city business office.

Anyone who missed a recent Channel 6 broadcast of the Rusher Street Ground Breaking was invited to watch a DVD of the broadcast immediately following the regular meeting.

URA MEMBER EXPANSION

David Jenkins asked that council consider expanding the URA Board from its current three members to a five member board.  On motion by Tutt, second by Pope, council approved this request 6 to 0.

Council member Harris presented his letter of resignation from the URA Board to become effective upon the seating of his successor and the appointment of the two additional Authority members.

21ST CENTURY ACHIEVERS – AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

Mrs. Lillian A. Booker, Program Director of 21st Century Achievers After School Program, gave an outline of the program which can serve up to 260 local children.  This is a grant based program sponsored by JC Penney and has no cost to parents.
Mrs. Booker asked for use of the square on October 20, 2011, to highlight this needed program within our community.  On motion by Tutt, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 the request.

COUNCIL REPORTS:

HARRIS:  Council member Harris commended public service agencies for an outstanding job done during the recent funeral ceremonies for Fire Chief Alan Poss.

Harris reminded those present that he is available each week on Wednesday from 10 AM until Noon at City Hall.

Harris reported that the August 31, 2011, regional HUD meeting held in Washington was a huge success.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey reminded those present that applications will be taken in November for winter Energy Assistance and asked that citizens look for notice of date/time/place of applications in the upcoming News Reporters.

Rainey asked that City Administrator Eskew give a broad overview of the way electric rates are formulated through MEAG.  Rainey also asked when budget meetings will begin.  Council will schedule council committee/budget meetings following the conclusion of the regular meeting.

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett commented on the good job that is being done by the new Tiger football head coach and encouraged citizens to give the coach and football team their support.

Barnett asked for an executive session for a personnel matter to follow the regular meeting, second by Tutt, council approved request 6 to 0.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked about city tax bills and how they are formulated.  Tutt was advised that the city sets its millage based on an approved assessment by the Wilkes County Board of Assessors.  It was noted that the City Tax millage rate has not increased in the past five years.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES

City Administrator Eskew reported a request for use of the square on October 30, by the First Baptist Church for its annual Trunk of Treats.  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved request 6 to 0.

City Administrator Eskew reported a request for use of the square on November 2, 2011, by the Georgia Baptist Association for a Fall Festival.  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved request 6 to 0.

City Administrator Eskew reported a request for use of the square on October 15, 2011, for a Chamber sponsored Tractor Cruise In.  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved request 6 to 0.

City Administrator Eskew reported a request for use the city cemetery for the cemetery drama on October 29, 2011, form 6 to 9 PM.  On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved request 6 to 0.

City Administrator Eskew announced that recycling buckets (filled and/or empty) should be put out on Thursday to be picked up during regular re-cycling pickup.  If a citizen does not participate in re-cycling, please put the container out on Wednesday.

City Attorney Fleming asked for a moment to speak to council and apologize for his demeanor in responding to an angry citizen during the meeting.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mayor and Council convened in executive session for a previously approved personnel matter.

On motion by Cullars, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 to re-convene in open session. 

City Attorney Fleming reported that one personnel matter was discussed with no final action being taken.

On motion by Cullars, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Burns sign an executive session affidavit.


ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 adjourment.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
