








APPEAL HEARING
NOVEMBER 25, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, conducted an Appeal Hearing with Jack Thurmond for possible use of racially discriminatory language.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars and Scarborough.  Council member Rainey joined by phone.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present were Jack Thurmond, Joy Thurmond, Billy Hopkins and Bill Rousey.

On motion by Scarborough, second by Cullars, council approved meeting agenda 4 to 0.

Mayor Barnett advised that at all times the hearing would be conducted in a respectful manner.

City Administrator Bailey reviewed with council her earlier findings in an investigation into whether Mr. Thurmond had violated Section 2-9 of the City Code.  Bailey reminded council that at this time there are no current contracts with Mr. Thurmond nor has the city done any recent business with his company.

Mr. Thurmond advised that all of the accusations stem from an incident that happened some six years ago at a football game, when he was accused of using the “N” word.  Mr. Thurmond also advised that he did not contact Channel 12 to broadcast pictures of the decal along with pictures of Council member Cullars.  Mr. Thurmond advised that the decals were his take on “political satire”.  Mr. Thurmond advised that he would willingly take a lie detector test to prove his innocence in this matter.

On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 to enter into executive session discuss the matter.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved re-entering open session 5 to 0.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that one matter was discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign and executive session affidavit.

On motion by Cullars, second by R. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 adjourning the Public Hearing at 4:21 PM.
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