CALLED MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING

JANUARY 29, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a called meeting beginning at 3:15 PM on Monday, January 29, 2007, in the Council Chambers of City Hall to receive an update on the Redevelopment Plan from Christian Lentz of the CSRA RDC to be followed at 4:00 PM by a Public Hearing concerning re-zoning of property at 219 Baltimore Road.  Mayor W.E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Building Official Van Hart, Main Street Director Jenkins and City Attorney representative Lee Bennett.  Council member Cullars joined the meeting at 3:35 PM.

Visitors present were:  Mack Brown of the University of Georgia, Bob Smitter of Georgia Tech and Christian Lentz of the CSRA RDC.
Mr. Lentz of the CSRA RDC updated council on the progress of the Redevelopment plan for the southwest portion of the City of Washington, focusing mainly on the area of Rusher Street.

The Plan will identify vacant and abandoned properties, rehabilitative or demolition property, resident relocation, needed infrastructure improvements, and possible job creation in the target area.  The Plan will promote concentrated mixed-income housing in the target area and will stress the need for resident education as it relates to home ownership (taxes, mortgage payment, insurance, household budgeting).
In the process of plan development there should be at least three meetings of the advisory committee, at least one open house type meeting in and with target area residents and design charrette during March 2007.
The Plan should be complete and ready for City Council action by June 2007.  Council actions at this time will include:  resolution declaring blight in target area, establishing need for a redevelopment plan, establishing boundaries for target area, identifying implementing agency, identifying funding source and plan adoption.

The called meeting stopped at 4:00 PM to allow for the advertised Public Hearing on a Re-Zoning issue.  The called meeting will resume immediately following adjournment of the Public Hearing to receive additional information.
PUBLIC HEARING – 4:00 PM

Mayor and Council at 4:00 PM considered a re-zoning request from Mr. and Mrs. George Anderson for property located at 219 Baltimore Road to change zoning from R3A to R3.

Additional visitors joined the meeting at this time and included:  Marshall Waters III, Adrienne W. Anderson, Tamara M. Coleman, Mr. and Mrs. George Anderson, Anna Hamrick, Marilyn Pasco, Rev. Gale Siebert and Margaret Norris.

It was noted that an additional re-zoning issue had been advertised for this same 
Public Hearing, but at the request of the petitioner the hearing for property located on East Robert Toombs Avenue has been withdrawn.

City Administrator Eskew advised that the Planning Commission has recommended approval of the re-zoning request for a change from R3A to R3 for property located at 219 Baltimore Road and further recommended that council adopt the R3 zoning for all adjacent properties as these properties have been developed as residences.  It was noted that there are six (6) parcels in this area that does not meet the minimum lot frontage requirement of 75 feet, but could be handled as conditional uses in the future.  These six parcels are identified as Map W31, parcels 63, 73, 102, 107, 113 and 124.
On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 recommendation of the Planning Commission to re-zone all parcels within the Baltimore Road R3A district to R3.
Public Hearing adjourned at 4:10 PM.  

Council resumed earlier called meeting discussion of the redevelopment plan.

Council member Cullars exited meeting at 4:10 PM.

Mr. Lentz continued his earlier presentation on the redevelopment plan and introduced Mack Brown and Bob Smitter of UGA and GA Tech.

Mr. Brown and Mr. Smitter work together with EPA to identify brownfield sites and abatement of these sites.  Mr. Brown advised that new EPA guidelines ease some of the requirements of new property owners of identified brownfield sites.  There are possible brownfield sites in the redevelopment target area.

Meeting adjourned 4:53 PM.
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