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CALLED MEETING
MARCH 30, 2012
The Mayor and City Council held a called meeting on Friday, March 30, 2012, in the Council Chambers of City Hall immediately following a Public Hearing on the 2011 tax millage rate.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.
Present were Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.
The only visitor in attendance was Willie E. Burns.
2011 TAX MILLAGE
City Administrator Eskew advised that the 2011 Tax Millage rate has been advertised as required by law at 9.141 mils, which he noted had not changed since 2009.  On motion by Tutt, second by Armour, council approved 3 to 0 setting the 2011 tax millage rate at 9.141 mils.
2011 ANNUAL AUDIT
City Administrator Eskew advised that request for proposals had been sent out for the completion of the city’s 2011 annual audit.  City Administrator Eskew noted that audits must be completed and submitted to the State by a June 30, 2012 deadline.
In an earlier email to council members, City Administrator Eskew had stated that he would recommend that the city retain Jones, Jones and Davis for audit purposes, but Eskew had learned this morning that this particular firm handled the audit for Mayor Barnett’s private business concerns and therefore; City Administrator Eskew is recommending Baird and Company as the  2011 audit firm.  The proposals for the two firms were:  Jones, Jones and Davis - $29,000 per year for 4 years: and, Baird and Company - $30,000 per year for 5 years.  
Council member Tutt voiced concern that council was being asked to make a hasty decision and that there had not been enough discussion with all council members concerning the choosing of an audit firm.  Council member Tutt stated that he felt that a decision was being “rammed through” and requested that the decision be delayed until the April meeting of council.
On motion by Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 2 to 1 to accept the proposal from Baird and Company at $30,000 per year for five years.  Council member Tutt voted against the motion.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Scarborough, second by Armour, council approved adjournment at 10:19 AM.
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