




































CALLED MEETING
AUGUST 1, 2014

There was a called meeting of the Mayor and City Council held on Friday, August 1, 2014, beginning at 10 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall to discuss a contract with Wilkes County for Sheriff protection services and also severance package for affected police officers.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Scarborough and Tutt.  Council member Rainey was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and Kurt Worthington with Fleming & Nelson.

Visitors present included:  W. E. Burns, Loretta Fanning, Annie Wilkinson, M.V. Booker, Sherman Gartrell, Robert Roca, Charles Jackson, Henry Harris, Jr., Eddie Finnell, Benny Johnson, Kelly Johnson, Kip Burke of the News Reporter and Carrissa Smith of WLOV radio.

City Administrator Bailey discussed with council negotiations and contractual amount breakdown of proposed contract for sheriff protection services.

Council member Cullars voiced concern with the total contract amount of $516,000 when at the July 17, 2014, meeting the motion was for a total not to exceed $400,000.  This amount ($400,000) was part of a motion and not an actual contract.

Attorney Worthington advised that when the city asks for a level of service beyond what is normally provided, then by law the city is required to pay for that service.

Council member Cullars voiced concern with double taxation.
Council member Scarborough made a motion to accept the contract as presented in the amount of $516,000, second by R. Armour, council approved contract 3 to 2.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars and Tutt.

On motion by Armour, second by Armour, council voted 3 to 2 to enter into executive session to discuss a personnel matter.  

On motion by Scarborough, second by R Armour, council voted 5 to 0 to return to open session.

Attorney gave report that one personnel matter was discussed in executive session with no final action taken.

On motion by T Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 4 to 1 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.

On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council voted 5 to 0 to pay a 4 weeks’ severance to all police employees after they sign a severance agreement that will be provided by the city attorney’s office.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R Armour, council approved 5 to 0  adjournment at 10:55 AM.
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