PUBLIC HEARING

MAY 14, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, conducted a Public Hearing on Monday, May 14, 2007 at 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall for the purpose of considering the re-zoning of property located at 729 East Robert Toombs Avenue.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Cullars, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Building Official Van Hart and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors included:  Jan Howard, Ruth Rogers, Grady Rogers, Carlton Norris, Margaret Norris, Rev. Gail Seibert, Richard Seibert, Margaret Jones, James Jones, Ronnie Smith, Gracia Smith, Jack Thurmond, Jr., Hartrell Pate, Michael Wells, Vonice Wells, June Baston, Johnny Newberry, Evelyn George, Peggy Anderson, Laura Toburen, Margaret Conner, Hazel Russell, Jim Pixley, Ruth Pixley, Barbara Henderson, Ann Hardy, Georgia Fletcher, Mary Burt, Marshall Waters III, Deanne Crook, Kip Burke of the News Reporter, Bill Steed and Attorney Buddy Dallas.

City Attorney Fleming opened by stating that at the May 11, 2007 Public Hearing the city attorney was charged with finding possible compromises to the re-zoning request.  Fleming advised that there are three possible actions for council to consider:  (1) approve the request for a C-3 zoning designation; (2) dis-approve the zoning request; or, (3) change property to a P-1 zone (which would allow apartments) or keep the R-2 designation with a conditional use to permit the same type of businesses as previously located on this property.
Rev. Gail Seibert, pastor of the First United Methodist Church and spokes-person for God’s Marketplace, Inc., advised that there would not be a “soup kitchen” located at this site, but plans for a centrally located food pantry and thrift store are being formulated with local churches working together on this project.  Rev. Seibert assured those present that the property would always be kept clean and respectable with no clothing scattered about.

Attorney Dallas advised that the goal of the churches should be the goal of all, to look after the needy.  Dallas further advised that from the intersection of East Robert Toombs Avenue and Ann Denard Drive to the former Jones Brake and Muffler business, there are 18 businesses with 2 more under construction and only 11 residences.  Dallas again asked that council approve the request for a zoning change from R-2 to C-3.

Visitors attending expressed concerns with a C-3 zoning designation and expressed concern with property owners stating there was no plans for the property, but having representatives of a group offer detailed plans for the property.
On motion by Cullars to grant the C-3 zoning designation, second by Mahoney, council voted 3 to 3 with Avery, Cullars and Mahoney voting for the motion, Eaton, Hardy and Pope voting against the motion.  As allowed by city charter in the case of a tie vote, Mayor Burns voted for the motion to grant the zoning change request to C-3.

Meeting adjourned at 6:31 PM.
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