PUBLIC HEARING & MEETING

OCTOBER 8, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, conducted a Public Hearing for citizen input concerning the proposed Southwest Redevelopment Plan and a meeting to adopt a Resolution of Necessity for the plan on Monday, October 8, 2007, 5:30 PM at the Edward B. Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Cullars, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Attorney Steve Brown.

Visitors present were Mildred Hackney, Linda Hopkins, Christian Lentz of the CSRA RDC, Kurt Wolfe, Guillamne Slama, Bradley Barber and David Jenkins.

Christian Lentz of the CSRA RDC stated the purpose of the Southwest Redevelopment Plan and the focus of the target area.  There followed discussions concerning the criteria for declaring blight and imminent domain. 

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 4 to 2 the following Resolution of Necessity.  Council members Cullars and Mahoney voted against the motion.

RESOLUTION OF NECESSITY FOR THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA, TO EXERCISE URBAN REDEVELOPMENT POWERS

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, find that within the area roughly bounded by Lexington Avenue and Liberty Street to the north, 42nd and Spring Street to the east, and the southern and western municipal limits as provided in “Exhibit A” there exist one or more areas containing a predominance of buildings or improvements, whether residential or nonresidential, which by reason of dilapidation, deterioration, age or obsolescence; or the existence of conditions which endanger life or property by fire and other causes; are detrimental to the public health, safety, morals, or welfare, and;

WHREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, find that within that portion of the City there are areas in which there is the presence of a predominance of defective or inadequate street layout; faulty lot layout in relation to size, adequacy, accessibility, or usefulness; deterioration of site or other improvements; and, a sustained concentration of activities detrimental to both person and property; and,

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, find that the combination of such factors substantially impairs or arrests the sound growth of the municipality, retards the provisions of housing accommodations, and constitutes an economic or social liability and is a menace to the public health, safety, morals, or welfare in its present condition and use;

NOW THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, find that one or more areas of slum and blight exist within the City, and that the rehabilitation, conservation, or redevelopment, or a combination thereof, of such area or areas is necessary in the interest of the public health, safety, morals, or welfare of the residents of the City of Washington; and furthermore,

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, find it necessary to exercise powers of urban redevelopment pursuant to the provisions of the Official Code of Georgia, Title 36, Chapter 61;

NOW THEREFORE, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington cause to be prepared an urban redevelopment plan for the physical development of those portions of the City of Washington described herein.

This Resolution shall become effective on the 8th day of October, 2007.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 8th day of October, 2007.

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 5:50 PM.

                                                 _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                 _______________________________________CLERK  
