

















[bookmark: _GoBack]PUBLIC HEARING
DECEMBER 7, 2015

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a Public Hearing to receive citizen comments on the proposed 2016 annual city budget on Monday, December 7, 2015, beginning at 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members T. Armour, Cullars, Rainey and Scarborough.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, Asst. City Administrator Dill and City Clerk Danner.  Council members R. Armour and Tutt were not present.  Council member elect Mahoney joined the meeting by phone.

Mr. Charles Wagner was the only visitor present.

Mr. Wagner commented on several budget items:  county contribution for fire services; Animal Shelter and Animal Control and the enforcement of the new Dog Ordinance; perhaps a need for a more fair city tax as it relates to property taxes; expand water and sewer facilities and perhaps annex outlying areas; reduce legal fees by curbing unnecessary calls to the attorney; better public information for a more transparent government; cost of service studies for electric, water and sewer;  consider consolidation of some services such as fire, animal control and shelter under one government entity.

Mr. Wagner commended the Mayor and City Administrator on cutting expenses over the past year.

Council member Rainey thanked Mr. Wagner for his comments.  

Rainey suggested that the city consider getting rid of Municipal Court and the Main Street Program; and, operating the Museum and Callaway on an appointment only basis.

Rainey discussed the need for security cameras and the liability of bringing the water treatment and waste water treatment operations back into the city.

Council member Cullars asked the status of funding on the Pope Center.  Cullars also asked about the training budget for the Fire Department.

Cullars discussed the health insurance options for the city employees.  Humana has quoted a premium 6% above current rates (without elected and appointed officials) and Blue Cross Blue Shield through GMA has quoted premiums 25% above current rates.  The proposed budget reflects going with Human insurance options.

City Administrator Bailey also discussed with council that the city is seeking different options for retirement benefits for employees by establishing a 401A and/or 457 plans for new employees.  

Bailey also discussed that the proposed budget has been adjusted by taking out a capital expense of a bucket truck for the electric department.  Bailey also stated that in an effort to balance the budget a reduction in funding of depreciation could be considered.

On motion by T. Armour, second by Cullars, council approved 4 to 0 to adjourn Public Hearing at 10 AM.
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