REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 8, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting, Monday, January 8, 2007, 7:30 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W.E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Cullars, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Police Chief Davis and city attorney representative Lee Bennett.

Visitors included:  Jackie Gale, Barbara Ricciuti, Sue Davidson, Jim Davidson, Hattie Callaway, Robert Kendrick, Mae Stephens, Patricia Young, Charles R. Wright, Bobbie Ann Canady, Marion Cullars, Ames Barnett, Ashley T. Barnett, Robert Geiger, Edward Franklin, Carlton Norris, Bill Steed, Ronnie Futch, Marshall Waters III, Norris Ware, Fulani A. Doughty, Francine Doughty, Joey Fievet, Angela Wynn, Lizzie Mae Gartrell, Tunisia Gartrell, M.V. Booker, Cindy R. Bounds, Vivian Walker, Lovella Gartrell and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Avery followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Hardy, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes from Public Hearings held December 11, 2006, the regular meeting held December 11, 2006 and a Public Hearing held December 14, 2006.

2007 MUNICIPAL JUDGE & CITY ATTORNEY

Council member Eaton made a motion to re-appoint Barry Fleming as City Attorney for 2007 and to also re-appoint Chip Hardin as Municipal Judge for 2007.  Council member Cullars made to motion to table this matter with a second by Council member Mahoney.  A vote was taken of 2 to 4 to table this matter with council members Avery, Eaton, Hardy and Pope voting against the motion.  Council member Hardy then seconded the original motion to re-appoint Fleming and Hardin, with a vote by council of 4 to 2, with council members Cullars and Mahoney voting against the motion.

ASHLEY BARNETT – TOURISM DIRECTOR

Mrs. Barnett advised that the Chamber has moved to its new location, with much more room for visitors, local merchant displays and ADA accessibility.  Mrs. Barnett also advised that the Chamber had received Regional Visitor Center status.

Mrs. Barnett reminded those present of up-coming events to celebrate the M.L. King, Jr.,  birthday:  a Unity Breakfast on January 13, a special service on January 14 at Springfield Baptist Church and the parade on January 15, 2007.

Mrs. Barnett advised that a local commercial televised in the Atlanta area had many positive results.  She also mentioned that local resident/chef Joe Barnett has been invited to appear on the Martha Stewart show with a taping for the show to be in New York on January 22, 2007.  Mrs. Barnett also reminded of the Investigation of the Fitzpatrick ghosts on the weekend of January 19 and 20 for local residents.
POLICE DEPARTMENT – MONTHLY REPORT


Chief Davis presented the monthly department report.  Davis also advised that Lt. Roca was notified today that his son, who is serving in Iraq, has been injured.  At this time, Chief Davis did not know the extent of injuries, but requested that everyone remember this family in their thoughts and prayers.

Council member Mahoney requested that the Police Department patrol in the area of the Whitehall Street crosswalks in the afternoons when school has let out.

LOVELLA GARTRELL – BIG DADDY’S LOUNGE

Ms. Gartrell expressed concern that she had been told that she could not have a private party at her business on Sunday, December 31 (New Year’s Eve) yet other businesses were open.  She was asked to meet with Police Chief Davis and City Administrator Eskew on January 9, 2007 to discuss this matter.
2007 MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS – QUALIFICATION FEES

City Clerk Danner asked that council approve setting and publishing qualification fees for the 2007 Municipal Election which will be held in November 2007.

On motion by Avery, second by Hardy, council approved 5 to 1 setting and publishing the qualification fees of $108.00 for council, $216 for Mayor and further to appoint Probate Judge Burton as Superintendent of Municipal Elections.  Council member Mahoney voted against the motion.

COUNCIL REPORTS:

MAHONEY:   Council member Mahoney expressed concern with a perceived lack of response from the pool committee which has now had some six months to study and make recommendations on the pool issue.  City Administrator Eskew advised that the Pool Committee had met in an open meeting on January 4, 2007, to review proposals for a feasibility study with another meeting scheduled for January 11, 2007, for the committee to make a recommendation on which firm, if any, to conduct the feasibility study.  Council member Mahoney contends that a study was done when the master plan was made in 1997, though; the developer of the master plan has written that the pool was added as an afterthought.

Mahoney also expressed concern that the City does not have a written Economic Development plan.  Mayor Burns advised that the City does have a voice and active roll in Economic Development through the Payroll Development Authority.  City Administrator Eskew further advised that all meetings of the PDA comply with open meeting laws, but that some negotiations with and details of prospective industries must be protected to insure the integrity of the business involved.
CULLARS:  Council member Cullars took issue with an invitation to an MLK Jr., event with an RSVP date of January 6, 2007.  He was advised that the invitation was delivered to City Hall on January 8, 2007 and given to all council members prior to the beginning of the regular meeting at 7:30 PM on January 8, 2007.

Council member Cullars advised that in 2000, the Unity Group had worked very hard to have Whitehall Street re-named to honor M.L. King, Jr.  The re-naming effort failed at that time.  Cullars made a motion that council meet prior to the regular February 2007 meeting to decide on a street to re-name in honor of M.L. King, Jr., with a second by council member Mahoney.  After discussion, it was noted that it was the intent of Cullars and Mahoney to re-name the chosen street without notification or input from landowners and residents and total disregard of City Ordinance Section 66-8, Street Re-naming Procedure.  A vote was taken on the motion of 2 to 4, with council members Avery, Eaton, Hardy and Pope voting against the motion.  All council members with dissenting votes on the motion voiced their agreement to re-naming a street to honor M.L. King, Jr., but also expressed that landowners and residents of the proposed street must be in agreement with the re-naming as outlined in City Ordinance, Section 66-8.
EATON:   Council member Eaton reminded those present of the DDA meeting to be held January 18, 2007, 8:30 AM at the Farmers State Bank.

M.L. KING, JR. – PARADE
City Administrator Eskew reminded those present of the up-coming M.L. King, Jr. Parade which will begin January 15, 2007 at 1PM behind the High School on Hospital Drive.

ZONING HEARINGS SCHEDULED

City Administrator Eskew requested that council schedule two zoning hearings to consider changing the zoning at 729 East Robert Toombs Avenue from R2 to C3 and the zoning at 219 Baltimore Road from R3A to R3.  The Hearings were scheduled for 4PM on January 29, 2007.

Council also scheduled a meeting at 3:15 PM on January 29, 2007, so that Christian Lentz of the RDC could update council on the Re-development Plan.
BATTLE OF KETTLE CREEK CELEBRATION AND PARADE

City Administrator Eskew advised of celebrations and parade schedule for February 10, 2007, to remember the Revolutionary War Battle of Kettle Creek.
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Mayor Burns announced the following appointments:

Robert M. (Skeet) Willingham and Deb DeShazo to the Historical Preservation Commission

William Johnson to the Planning Commission

Henry (Pete) Gartrell and Henry Bowen to the Board of Zoning Appeals

Mrs. James Ella Mays to the Tree Commission

Council member Avery to replace Anna Norman on the Health Department Board

Council member Cullars to replace Council member Mahoney on the Parks and Recreation Board.  Council member Mahoney questioned his replacement on the Parks and Recreation Board and was advised that this appointment was one that the Mayor has authority to make.
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Burns thanked everyone for their attendance and adjourned the meeting at 8:10 PM.

                                                 ________________________________________MAYOR

                                                 ________________________________________CLERK

