







REGULAR MEETING
JANUARY 13, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, January 13, 2014, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present was Council member elect Robert Armour.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the work session held on January 13, 2 014.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Arthur Key followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

City Administrator Eskew announced that there are odor and taste problems within the water system and that chemical levels in the system are being adjusted.  Eskew stressed that the water is not harmful for consumption.  Waterline flushing is ongoing and problems should be correct within a couple of days.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Cullars, second by Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of December 2013 meetings, noting a correction to the December 30, 2013, minutes showing a clarification of a vote by Council member Harris.

At this time, Council member Harris took a seat in the audience.

SWEAR IN OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:  City Attorney Fleming administered the oath of office to newly elected council member Robert S. Armour and re-elected council members Rainey and Tutt.

Council member Robert Armour took a seat at the council table for continuation of the meeting.

PUBLIC HEARING:  Christian Lentz, Planning Director with the CSRA RDC, conducted a public hearing advising council and those present of the requirement for a Joint Comprehensive Plan document to be approved and submitted not later than June 30, 2014 to remain a qualified local government.  Having a Qualified Local Government status makes the city eligible to receive both state and federal grants.

The city will need to appoint a steering committee to work on this plan document.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

CHAMBER UPDATE:  Chamber Director Lyndon Amis reported to council on the upcoming Chamber banquet on February 4, 2014 and the Miss Wilkes County pageant on February 22, 2014.  

Amis was asked about the inclusion of the Black Patriot monuments in planning for Revolutionary Days events.  Amis advised that he was aware of some of the events scheduled but that the chamber is not the sponsor of this event.

VOTER REGISTRAR:  Debbie Anderson, Voter Registrar for Wilkes County, advised of the upcoming 2014 election calendar and urged everyone to visit the my voter webpage to make sure that all information is correct.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Chief Glenn answered questions concerning GSP traffic stops and fines within the city limits.  Currently all GSP stops within the city limits are handled at Municipal Court.

Glenn advised that she is working with organizers for the MLK Parade route.

2014 MUNICIPAL APPOINTMENTS:  Mayor Barnett requested the approval for Barry Fleming as City Attorney for 2014.  On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved this appointment 6 to 0.

Mayor Barnett requested the approval of Edward Anderson as Municipal Judge for 2014.  On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved this appointment 6 to 0.

APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISIONS & AUTHORITIES:  Mayor Barnett requested that council approve the following appointments:  Kim Rainey to the 911 Committee; Robert Aiken as re-appointment to the Historic Preservation Committee; Mark Waters as re-appointment to the Planning Commission; Kim Rainey to remain on the Parks and Recreation Board and Pattie Dunn as the city appointment for the one year slot on the Parks and Recreation Board; re-appoint Mike Hardy and Laura Toburen to the Tree Board; re-appoint Charles Jackson to the URA and appoint M.V. Booker to the URA, replacing Toombs McClendon.

On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved these appointments 5 to 1.  Council member Rainey voted against the motion.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT:  City Attorney Fleming advised that the proposed alcohol ordinance changes had been presented during the work session and asked council’s desire on this matter.  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to table this matter until the February meeting of council. 

City Attorney Fleming presented to council a Retirement Agreement for council approval for City Administrator Eskew.  Eskew has advised that he will support either agreement (12 months / 18 months).

On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, to offer a 12 month Retirement Agreement, with Mayor Barnett determining a last day of work, council voted 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

WATER CONCERNS – LINDA DOUGHTY:  Linda Doughty, a resident of 105 West Peachtree Street, reported ongoing problems with water pressure and dirty water.  These problems will be checked on.

COUNCIL REPORTS:
CULLARS:  Cullars made a motion to enter into an executive session at the end of the regular meeting to discuss a personnel matter, second by Rainey, council voted 3 to 3.  Voting against the motion were Council members S. Armour, T. Armour and Scarborough.  Motion failed on tie vote.

Cullars advised citizens that the Energy Assistance program will be at the Pope Center on January 21 and 22, from 10 AM until 3 PM to take applications for assistance.  There will only be 150 applications taken each day; if you were served in November or December, you will not be considered in this round of applications.

Cullars requested that some designation be made so that citizens will know which council member is the current Mayor Pro Tem.

Cullars requested some uniformity in the reporting of council meetings in the News Reporter articles.

Cullars voiced concern with the Pinpoint GeoTech devices not being utilized by city departments.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked if plans have been made to generate additional revenue for budget purposes.  Rainey was advised that several options were being developed.

Rainey asked if an update of the City Personnel manual was part of the UGA study.  Rainey was advised that a price had been given for the update of the City Personnel manual, but that council did not approve the expenditure.

Rainey voiced concern that the current budget will not support both an administrator and an assistant administrator.

Rainey advised that she felt that working members of council were not given enough notice on called meetings, citing a meeting schedule for 9 AM on January 14, 2014.  She did not get notice of this meeting until early morning of January 13, 2014.

Rainey asked that utility rates approved for 2014 be listed for citizens to be prepared for increased bills in February 2014.  Electric rates increased some 2.2%; water and sewer rates will increase 7.5% as part of our GEFA loan agreement; and, household garbage pickup will increase $2.00 monthly.

Rainey advised that she has fliers on the Energy Assistance program.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt advised that he had concerns about the increased utility rates.  Customers are having trouble paying bills as rates are now.  Tutt suggested some incentive for paying all bills in a timely manner.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING:  Barbara Bacon advised council that the city had been chosen as a Renaissance participant.

Bacon also reported on a January 4, 2014, meeting of the Gordon Street School Advisory panel which requested that a resolution passed by council in December 2013 be replaced with a resolution which was drawn up by the Advisory panel with more detail.  Council received a copy of the revised Resolution in their January 2014 meeting packet.

On motion by Cullars to approve the new resolution to replace the one passed at the December meeting of council, second by Rainey, council voted 3 to 3.  Voting against the motion were council members S Armour, T Armour and Scarborough.  Motion failed on tie vote.

Bacon further advised that the URA meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett presented a slide presentation showing that city electric operating expense has decreased since 2011.  MEAG electric rates to the city have risen, but city has used reserve fund balance to supplement rate increases for its citizens.  Reserve funds are now down but the use of reserve fund should level out by year end.

Mayor Barnett expressed his appreciation to City Administrator Eskew for his service to the city.

ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:  City Administrator Eskew spoke for a brief moment about this upcoming retirement.  Eskew thanked the city for the opportunity to serve, the city department heads for their cooperation and support and his wife for putting up with it all.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by S. Armour, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 adjourned at 7:04 PM.
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