REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 12, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting, Monday, February 12, 2007, at 7:30 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W.E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Cullars, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Police Chief Davis, City Attorney Fleming and Attorney Lee Bennett.

Visitors present were:  Sue Davidson, Norris Ware, Lucious Stewart, Ronnie Futch, Susan Pope, Robert Kendrick, Charlie R. Wright, William L. Bishop, Patricia Young, Hattie Callaway, Martha Coulter, Cindy R. Bounds, Roger Harper, Eddie Finnell, Charles Curry, Annie R. Wilkinson, Donna Hardy, Albert Rucker, Jr., M.V. Booker, Mr. Klauss, Mason Klauss, and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
Rev. Avery opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held January 8, 2007 and the Called Meeting and Public Hearing held January 29, 2007.

MASON KLAUSS – BOY SCOUT TROUP 34

Mason Klauss, a scout with Troop 34, working on his Eagle Scout project, asked council approval to supply pea gravel for clean-up restoration work in the School Street Cemetery.  This work will be coordinated with the Preserve America grant for the School Street Cemetery.  The Scouts will supply tools and man-power.  
On motion by Cullars, second by Hardy, council approved 6 to 0 to supply the pea-gravel for the School Street Cemetery project.

DONNA HARDY – CHAMBER OF COMMERCE UPDATE

Mrs. Hardy thanked everyone involved in the Kettle Creek celebration held February 10, 2007.

Mrs. Hardy advised that the Chamber is working on web-site development to include a community calendar of events and local business promotions.  Mrs. Hardy also advised of upcoming events:  Star Student Breakfast, Aonia Pass, Spring Tour of Homes and a circus in May.

TOURISM UPDATE

Sue Davidson presented the Tourism update in the absence of Ashley T. Barnett, who was involved with the John Duggan Scholarship dinner.  

Mrs. Davidson advised that Washington-Wilkes will be featured in the February/March issue of Ya’ll Magazine with articles about the upcoming Spring Tour of Homes.  Washington-Wilkes will also be featured during May on the Northwest Airlines sky radio for a four-minute segment reaching some 700,000 air travelers.  Washington will also be featured in the Northwest Airlines Magazine for a one-year period.
POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Chief Davis presented the monthly department report and advised that the new camera equipment works well.

Davis was asked to have the department patrol in the area of the Whitehall Street cross-walks during the afternoons to assist children crossing after school.

Council member Mahoney advised that he and Chief Davis have discussed an alternative drug awareness program to the Dare program that has been taken out of Wilkes County schools.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER – MAY 3, 2007

City Clerk Danner presented a request from Wilkes Ministers United for use of the square on Thursday, May 3, 2007, beginning at Noon and lasting approximately thirty minutes.

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved request 6 to 0.

RESOLUTION - $500,000 EIP GRANT

On motion by Hardy, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 the following resolution approving submittal of an EIP Grant request in the amount of $500,000 for infra-structure for a new industry.
WHEREAS, the City of Washington supports job creating business ventures within the city limits of the City of Washington; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington has been approached by a business venture interested in creating jobs within the city limits of the City of Washington; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington has cooperated with this business venture to identify private and public assistance that can assist with the creation of these jobs; and,

WHEREAS, a significant proportion of the jobs expected to be created by this business venture will be available to low-and-moderate income persons; and,

WHEREAS, the Employment Incentive Program administered by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs is a financing source for public infrastructure and private property loans associated with the creation of job opportunities for low-and-moderate income persons; and,

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Washington is pursuing possible project funding through the Employment Incentive Program up to a maximum amount of $500,000.00; and,

WHEREAS, the location of this business venture would bring new investment, job opportunities, spin-off business opportunities to the city of Washington

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Washington that the Mayor of the City of Washington is authorized to prepare, submit, and administer all documents associated with an Employment Incentive Program grant application up to an amount of $500,000.00.

ADOPTED this 12th day of February, 2007.

RESOLUTION – SCHOOL STREET CEMETERY GRANT
On motion by Avery, second by Hardy, council approved 6 to 0 a resolution authorizing the terms of a contract for a grant in the amount of $19,625 between the GA Dept. of Natural Resources and the City of Washington.  Resolution follows:

RESOLVED that the City of Washington agrees to the terms of the contract for a grant in the amount of $19,625 between the Georgia Department of Natural Resources and the City of Washington to:


Conduct a Cemetery Survey


Complete a Condition Assessment Report


Prepare a Cemetery Preservation Plan


Prepare a Cemetery Tourism Plan


Prepare a Cemetery Tourism Brochure

As authorized by Mayor W.E. Burns and to execute said contract and any subsequent amendments on behalf of the City of Washington.

RESOLUTION – KETTLE CREEK BATTLEFIELD

On motion by Eaton, second by Hardy, council approved 6 to 0 a resolution authorizing application for a grant for the preservation of the Kettle Creek Battlefield.  Resolution follows:

WHEREAS, Kettle Creek was the site of one of the most important Revolutionary War battles fought in Georgia; and,

WHEREAS, with the State of Georgia almost completely under British control, a daring raid was planned against Col. Boyd and 600 British Loyalists who were camped at the creek; and,

WHEREAS, on February 14, 1779, a group of Patriots led by Colonel Andrew Pickens and Colonel John Dooley staged an early-morning attack; and,

WHEREAS, a desperate battle raged on both sides of the creek for three hours, before the Loyalists finally broke and fled; and,

WHEREAS, the battle was instrumental in keeping the British from taking over up-country Georgia; and,

WHEREAS, the battle site is the obvious location to commemorate the battle and serve as a learning location where the lessons of the Battle of Kettle Creek and the Revolutionary War can be taught; and,

WHEREAS, conducting an archeological study of the Kettle Creek Battleground will provide the scientific foundation for educational programs, interpretive sign placement, preservation activities and additional partnership activities; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Wilkes County and the City of Washington fully support the preservation and development of the Kettle Creek site as a commemorative site as well as an educational site.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Washington that the City Council of the City of Washington fully supports the submission of a Preserve America funding request for an archeological study to be made for the Kettle Creek Battleground.

HEREBY ADOPTED this 12th day of February, 2007.

2006 BUDGET AMENDMENTS/2006 DEPRECIATION FUNDING

On motion by Avery, second Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 2006 budget amendments and further to fund depreciation at 50% for a total depreciation deposit of $229,072.42.

GENERAL FUND – REVENUES

Increase Grant for Booker Center; 100.15650.33.4310


$6,250

Increase Police Revenue:

Confiscations

       100.32000.35.1340


$2,150

Reimbur for damaged property        100.32000.38.3000

               $15,950

Remove ISTEA Grant/Expense       100.42000.33.4110

              -$170,000

                                                     100.42000.54.1495

              -$170,000

Add Pope Cntr Loan                      100.55310.39.3700

             $1,000,000

And Building Improvements            100.55310.54.1300

             $1,000,000

ACCT/NEEDS/AMOUNT



ACCOUNT/SOURCE/AMOUNT
100.39100.57.3990

$  3,100


100.39200.53.100

$   1,100







100.39200.57.9005

$   2,000

100.55000.57.1040

$  8,500


100.42600.53.1230

$   8,500

100.62143.52.2200

$    550


100.62140.53.1100

$   3,350
100.62143.52.3100

$ 1,125

100.62143.53.1230

$ 1,675

100.75510.53.1100

$ 6,000


800.55310.56.1000

$   6,000

505.44400.51.1100

$10,000


505.43350.56.1000

$  10,000

POOL FEASIBILITY STUDY

On motion by Avery, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 1 the employment of Markey and Associates to conduct a pool feasibility study at a price not to exceed $10,000.  Council member Hardy voted against the motion.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES

City Administrator Eskew reminded council of Public Hearings scheduled for February 22, 2007, beginning at  4 PM to consider re-zoning of two different parcels.

Eskew also asked that council complete and return their GMA convention information to the business office not later than February 22, 2007.

RESIGNATION – ELAINE WHEATLEY – CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

City Administrator Eskew advised that he had received a resignation from the City’s Chief Accountant Elaine Wheatley.  Mrs. Wheatley has accepted a position with the Wilkes County Board of Education.

COUNCIL REPORTS:

EATON:  Council member Eaton reminded those present of the DDA meeting to be held on Thursday, February 15, 2007, 8:30 AM at the Farmers State Bank.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked that the newspaper use the city minutes as their reported minutes.  Cullars was informed that until council approves the minutes, at the next regular meeting, any un-approved minutes are considered “drafts”.  Cullars then asked that the newspaper accurately report issues brought before council.

Cullars asked that council re-consider the petition brought by the Unity Group in 2000 requesting that Whitehall Street be re-named in honor of M.L. King, Jr.  It was pointed out that City Ordinance regulations concerning street re-naming must be followed and that the desires of current residents, property owners and businesses must be considered.
POPE:  Council member Pope advised that he and Council member Mahoney had attended newly elected officials training as required by state law.  Much good information was received.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney asked about the Emergency Evacuation Plan status now that the Pope Center is being renovated.  Mahoney was advised that in a state of declared emergency, the Emergency Action Plan would be activated and coordinated through the EMA and Fire Department and that different places have been identified as emergency shelters.
Mahoney also reported that Ft. Washington Park is in need of general cleaning and repair to the foot bridges.  He was advised that these issues are on the prisoner detail list.

Mahoney requested that the city look into striping of city streets.  He was advised that striping may be done under contract coordinated with the LARP program decisions.
Mahoney also requested that the city consider applying for a City of Ethics status and also suggested an Employee Appreciation Day.  These matters will be discussed during the spring council retreat.

ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Burns declared adjournment at 8:15 PM.

                                                 ________________________________________MAYOR

                                                 ________________________________________CLERK
