REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 14, 2011

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, February 14, 2011, 6 PM at the Edward B. Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Pope, Rainey and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Capt. Glenn of the Police Department.

Visitors present were the same as listed in the Public Hearing held on February 14, 2011.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Capt. Ware followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED
On motion by Eaton, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held January 24, 2011.

MEETING AGENDA APPROVED

On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented adding an executive session for personnel and legal matters following the regular meeting.
CHA – POOL STUDY UPDATE – KEITH ZIBRON

Keith Zibron with CHA presented to council the plans for proposed 20’ x 40’ pool, pool house restrooms, concessions, lifeguard, mechanical room and sidewalk from the parking lot area.  The pool would be a chlorine pool and cost estimate is some $200,000.  The pool house restrooms, mechanical room facility would be an additional amount of some $100,000.00.  Plans must be submitted to the Health Department for approval.
Mr. Zibron was asked questions about pool capacity and upkeep/maintenance costs.  Mr.  Zibron advised that pool capacity would be around 60 people and estimated operational costs during months of operation would be approximately $7500 per month not including personnel.  Questions regarding insurance costs, admission charges and management will be addressed at a later date.

On motion by Cullars to proceed with advertisement for construction, second by Rainey, council voted 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Barnett, Eaton and Pope.  Mayor Burns voted for the motion breaking the tie vote.

TOURISM UPDATE – ERIN POLLOCK
Erin Pollock, Tourism Director, introduced herself to council and those present and stated that she is very excited to be the new director and to promote her hometown.

Pollock advised that there was a very good turnout for Revolutionary Days during the past weekend.  Pollock also reminded those present of the Chamber Banquet on February 17, 2011, 6:30 PM—the Star Student and Teacher will be honored at this event.  On February 21, 2011, there will be a tour bus operators’ tour in Washington.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – JUDY ANDERSON

Chamber Director Anderson advised that the recent Chamber After Hours was well attended and encouraged those present to join the Chamber.

MAIN STREET – DAVID JENKINS

Main Street Director David Jenkins advised that a rough-draft of the web-page is up and running; that energy audits continues;  applications for Lazarus Casket can be obtained through One Stop in Thomson, and that a recent audit of the Rusher Street project went very well.

Jenkins advised that the February DDA meeting will be held on February 17, 2011, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.  

Jenkins also advised that there will be a meeting with Austin Dabney statue designer Kinsey Branham in March for design approval.

Jenkins requested that council consider re-naming Rusher Street as Solomon Pool Street in honor of the historic church that had been located on Rusher Street before the redevelopment project.  This re-naming will not affect any current addresses.  On motion by Barnett, second by Tutt, council approved the name change 6 to 0.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Capt. Glenn presented the monthly report for the Police Department.  Council member Cullars reported problems with big trucks parking along Tate Street at the cemetery and a need for more police patrols at the TPS station.

Capt. Glenn reported that the GSP investigation into the accident on Whitehall Street is ongoing.

COUNCIL REPORTS

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey advised of three goals:  that District I council members stick together; that the pool will be located at Booker Park; and, that the Housing Authority treat all tenants fairly.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked during cleanup of Tate Street cemetery that trees be cut down and not broken off.

Cullars reminded those present that the pool will be for all citizens, and further reminded that District 2 council members have never voted in favor of the pool.
BARNETT:  Council member Barnett expressed a desire to not spend money for a pool and use that money to lower utility rates.  Barnett further advised that since pool has been approved he will support it and wants lots of children to use the facility.

POPE:  Council member Pope stated that his objection to the pool has been that council never considered any locations other than Booker Park.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt reminded those present that is takes money to bring in tourism for the Museum, Callaway, July 4th and Mule Day.

Tutt thanked the police department for cleanup in the Whitehall Street area.

Tutt also expressed his desire for the council to find something that they can come together on for the betterment of the entire city.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE

On motion by Barnett, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 the following appointments as recommended by Mayor Burns.

Ed Franklin to the DDA Board to fill the un-expired term of Karen Carter

Soren Dresch to the Historical Preservation Commission to fill the unexpired term of Ed Franklin
 Hilda Wright to the Animal Shelter Board to make the board a five-member board

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

On motion by Cullars, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 entering into executive session to handle previously approved personnel and legal matters at 6:51 PM.

On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 reconvening in open session at 7:40 PM.
City Attorney Fleming gave report that three personnel issues and one legal matter was discussed in executive session with no final action taken.

On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 the have Mayor Burns sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOUNRMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 7:45 PM.

                                                   ______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   ______________________________________CLERK
