















































REGULAR MEETING
MARCH 9, 2015

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, March 9, 2015, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett and Council member Armour, Armour, Cullars, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt was not present due to a family emergency.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Nelson.

Visitors present were listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on March 9, 2015.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Attorney Nelson followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of the February 9 Work Session and Regular meeting and the minutes of a Committee meeting held on February 20, 2015.  Council member Cullars did state that the appointments to the Senior Citizens Board should be verified.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented adding an appointment by the Mayor to the Housing Authority Board and deleting the Pope Center Rental agreement from the items to be addressed by the Administrator.

It was noted that detailed reports from Chamber, Tourism and Animal Control were included in the meeting packets.

MAYOR BARNETT – APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSION AND AUTHORITIES

Mayor Barnett requested approval of Acetra McWilliams to the Mary Willis Library Board to replace Council member Tutt.  On motion by Rainey, second by Scarborough, council approved appointment 5 to 0.

Mayor Barnett requested approval of Richard Crabbe to the Zoning Appeals – Sign Board.  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved request 3 to 2.  Council members Cullars and Rainey voted against the motion.

Mayor Barnett requested approval of Robert Williams to the Housing Authority Board.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved request 3 to 2.  Council members Cullars and Rainey voted against the motion.

Mayor Barnett advised that he thought the city was moving in the right direction:  lowering of PPAC from 4 mils to 1.5 mils which helps all electric customers; clean-up for Spring Tour of Homes has begun; Aonia Pass has a huge event scheduled for this weekend; Revolutionary Days had a very large attendance and Economic Development is going well.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT:  Attorney Nelson reported that his firm had received a request from the Wilkes County Hospital Authority requesting financial support from the city.  At this time, preliminary reports and financial data are being reviewed.

CITY COUNCIL REPORT:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey requested that City Attorneys begin re-working of the Sheriff Department contract for 2015/16 with council reviewing any and all changes prior to the April meeting.

Rainey also asked the status of a succession plan and revenue plan.

Rainey reminded citizens of an upcoming Easter Egg hunt event at Ashley Park on April 4 hosted by 21st Century.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS:
City Administrator Bailey advised those present that Barbara Bacon will be hosting an Experience Works seminar.  Deadline for registration will be March 31, 2015.

RESOLUTION 2015 CDBG APPLICATION:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approved of a resolution authorizing the application of a 2015 CDBG application for water and sewer projects.  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved request 5 to 0.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Office of the City Clerk

RESOLUTION – MODIFIED TARGET AREA-SWWURDP:  	City Administrator Bailey requested approval of a resolution modifying the target area of the Redevelopment plan.  On motion by Cullars, second by R. Armour, council approved resolution 5 to 0.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Office of the City Clerk.

RESOLUTION – GEORGIA CITIES WEEK:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval of a Resolution establishing April 19-25, 2015, as Georgia Cities Week.  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved resolution 5 to 0.

GMA RETIREMENT SYSTEM – PENSION COMMITTEE SECRETARY:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of GMA resolution to name the City Clerk as the Pension Committee Secretary for the Retirement plan.  This action was taken by council during the February 2014 regular meeting.  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved resolution 5 to 0.

UTILITY WRITE OFFS:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of utility write-offs that have been deemed as un-collectible by Penn Credit for reasons of either bankruptcy or death.  On motion by Scarborough, second by Cullars, council approved submitted write-offs 5 to 0.  A copy of the utility accounts is on file in the Office of the City Clerk.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 adjournment at 6:25 PM.
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