REGULAR MEETING
MARCH 11, 2013

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, March 11, 2013, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Present were Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.

Visitors were the same as listed in the Work Session held on March 11, 2013.

Rev. Thomas Hall opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of a work session held on February 11, 2013 and the regular meeting held on February 11, 2013.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Tutt, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda adding the Chamber of Commerce under Recognition of Visitors and an executive session to follow the regular meeting to handle a legal and personnel matter.

CENTURY 21 AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM:  Program Director Mrs. Lillian Booker and Elizabeth Bohler asked for council approval for use of Callaway Plantation and city pool for a summer program sponsored by the Century 21 After School program.  The Callaway Plantation site would be used for a gardening project and the city pool would be used on Mondays for swimming lessons during the month of June.  There is money in the program budget for lifeguards/instructors.

On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 the use of Callaway Plantation and the city pool for this after school program during June 2013.

GINNY KING – LITTLE THEATRE:  Ginny King, President of the Little Theatre, presented to council a check in the amount of $500 to be used for maintenance of Rest Haven Cemetery.  The Little Theatre group has used Rest Haven Cemetery for the past two years to present the drama “Rest Haven Revisited”.  The group hopes to make this an annual event held the first Saturday of October.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:  David Toburen, on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce, introduced to council the new Executive Director of the Chamber, Lyndon Amis.

DAVID JENKINS – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mr. Jenkins and Public Works Supervisor Bobby Mills presented a brief overview of Pinpoint GeoTech to council and those attending.

Jenkins advised that funds from the URA will be used to remove asbestos roofing from Anderson Service Station located on Whitehall Street.

Jenkins advised that Public Meetings need to be scheduled for citizen input and comment on updates to the Urban Redevelopment Plan.  It was noted that the Gordon Street school property is included in this updated plan.  There was also some discussion on possible legal action against two individuals who had defaulted in payments to the Revolving Loan Fund.

Council member Cullars asked if the storage unit had been moved to the Pope Center from the Gordon Street school property and was advised that a pad needs to be poured for this building.  Council was also advised that the old weight room building will be moved to the new high school at school expense.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Council member Harris pointed out that there were no check points during February 2013.  There was some discussion on the proposed wrecker policy and fee schedules.  This policy will be updated and brought back to council at the April meeting.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised those with questions about the Gordon Street school auction to contact City Administrator Eskew.

Mayor Barnett advised that he and Commission Chairman Moore had met with Chris Clark with the Georgia Chamber about possibly creating a marketing position to promote jobs and market what we have in the community.

Mayor Barnett thanked the Public Works Department for their hard work.

CITY ATTORNEY – TREE ORDINANCE:  City Attorney Fleming and Wes Turner of Fleming & Nelson, presented a proposed tree ordinance modeled after an ordinance from Madison.  It was noted that this proposed ordinance would replace the existing tree ordinance in its entirety and that single-family property would not be affected.  This matter was referred to the Tree Board for review and recommendations.

DECORUM:  City Attorney Fleming presented proposed changes to the existing Ethics Ordinance taking decorum out of the ordinance and handling decorum as a separate issue.

On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, to leave the existing Ethics Ordinance as is, with no changes to the ordinance, council voted 3-3-1; with council members Harris, Armour and Scarborough voting against the motion and Mayor Barnett voting against the motion to break the tie vote.

On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, to take decorum out of the Ethics Ordinance and handle it as a separate issue, council voted 3-3-1, with council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt voting against the motion.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

On motion by Armour, second by Harris, council chose “Option A” for dealing with decorum issues on a 3-3-1 vote.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.  Option A reads as follows: 

Enforcement of Decorum:
(a) The Chair shall enforce these rules of decorum.  If a member of council believes that a rule has been broken, they may raise a point of order.  A second is not required.  The Chair may rule on the question or should council disagree with the ruling of the Chair, a point of order can be made and the ruling of the Chair subjected to a vote of council.
(b) Violations of Decorum may result in any of the following punishments at the Chair’s discretion:
(i) Formal warning
(ii) $150 fine to be docked from the offender’s monthly pay from the City.
(iii) Expulsion from the meeting.

CALL FOR SPECIAL ELECTION – SUNDAY SALES OF ALCOHOL:  City Attorney Fleming presented information to council concerning a call for a special election for the purpose of allowing voters to approve Sunday sales of alcohol.  Fleming pointed out that two questions would be presented to voters—approval of package sales and approval of sales by the drink.  At this time, no further action is required of council until the August 2013 meeting of council.

COUNCIL REPORTS:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey thanked the Public Works department for their hard work, but expressed concerns about the operation and savings anticipated with the Pinpoint GeoTech technology.

Rainey also asked that meetings be schedule to discuss $0 based budgeting; Black Patriots monument plantings; and Gordon Street school issues.

Rainey questioned how the proposed Marketing position would interact with the Chamber and Tourism offices and urged that Washington be included in the Heart & Soul tour.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars requested some clarification on some OMI budget matters.

Cullars reported that the entrance sign on Whitehall Street has never been lighted and that edging along Whitehall Street needs to be completed as other gateway entrances have already been done.

Cullars asked the status of contacting those voters affected by the recent city re-districting.  Council was advised that new precinct cards had been received and that letters would be going out shortly to every affected voter.

HARRIS:  Council member Harris reported on a recent meeting of the Cemetery Committee and advised that a more current fee structure is being developed.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt thanked Mrs. Booker and Ms. Bohler for their presentation and for the work done with school children.

Tutt also advised that he thought a Marketing Director position was a good move to promote needed jobs in the area, but also expressed concern with lack of basic job skills in the work force.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE:  City Administrator Eskew advised that an OMI budget shortfall happened in the re-negotiated contract and with pre-stocking chemicals for the Skull Shoals Road water plant.

WATER LINE FROM SKULL SHOALS TO LEXINGTON AVENUE:  City Administrator Eskew advised that three bids were received on the replacement of a water line from Skull Shoals water plant to Lexington Avenue and requested that council approve contract with low bidder, Blair Construction from Evans, Georgia, at a price of $397,415.97.  The work will be done using schedule C909 pipe.  Award on contract will be subject to loan extension from GEFA.

On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 award of contract to low bidder, Blair Construction, at a price of $397,415.97, subject to GEFA approval.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into a previously approved executive session to discuss a legal and personnel matter at 7:50 PM.

On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved 6 to 0 re-entering open session at 8:09 PM.

City Attorney gave report that three legal matters were discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 that Mayor Barnett would sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 8:10 PM.
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