REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 14, 2011

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, March 14, 2011, 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Pope and Tutt.  Council member Rainey was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Capt. Glenn of the Police Department.

Also present were Norris Ware, Barbara Ricciuti, Ann Tanner, Patsy Winn, Cindy Bounds, Gloria Wheatley, Joylita Booker, Jessica Booker, Trinity Gartrell, Judy Anderson, Guerry Amis, Darius Jenkins, Charles Leverette, Bettye Armour, Travis Armour, Dave Toburen, Charles Wagner, Betsy Wagner, Jeanne Davis Blair, Rachel Jackson, Janette Thomas, Clara Sutton, Archecia Cullars, Shavonne Ware, Maeozie Anthony, Marie Tolbert, Sim Dill, Noble Benefield, Mark Waters, Joe Willis, Demetrius Porter, Ed Franklin, Robert Geiger, Barbara Bacon, David Jenkins, and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
The meeting was opened in prayer by Council member Pope followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of a Public Hearing held February 14, 2011, the regular meeting held February 14, 2011 and a Public Hearing held February 25, 2011.

MEETING AGENDA APPROVED

On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 5 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented.

NORRIS WARE – STREET DEPARTMENT

Mayor Burns requested that Mr. Ware meet with the City Administrator on Tuesday, March 15, 2011, to discuss his issues.
TOURISM – ERIN POLLOCK

Ms. Pollock distributed to council a March 2011 report of tourism items for Washington-Wilkes.  A copy of report is contained in the minute file in the Office of the City Clerk.
CHAMBER UPDATE – JUDY ANDERSON

Chamber Director Judy Anderson advised those present of the upcoming Spring Tour of Homes the weekend of April 1 and 2 sponsored by the Woman’s Club.  The Chamber membership drive is ongoing.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Capt. Glenn distributed to council the monthly report for the Police Department.  

Capt. Glenn was asked about Georgia State Patrol activities within the city.  Capt. Glenn was also asked about GSP fines being diverted to Wilkes County Probate Court and/or Superior Court.
MAIN STREET UPDATE – DAVID JENKINS

Mr. Jenkins updated council of several Main Street projects:  (1) GEFA energy audits are continuing—contact Mildred Hudson; (2) fence has been installed at WD’s Package Store; (3) Work Ready Testing –contact Chamber of Commerce; (4) research continues for the Austin Dabney statue; (5) Heart and Soul Tour on April 14; (6) applications for Lazarus Casket Company are at the Family Resource Center – 600 Lincoln Circle; (7) home buyer class on April 9—contact Barbara Bacon; (8) Drugs Don’t Work worker’s compensation class contact David Jenkins; (9) digital frame to be used at Visitor Center in Augusta; (10) two people have loan closing packets for Rusher Street development –USDA funds.

RESOLUTIONS:

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 the following resolution authorizing a CDBG application.

WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Washington authorizes the completion of a 2011 Community Development Block Grant Redevelopment Fund Initial Project Assessment to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA), including all understandings and assurances contained therein; and,

WHEREAS, the project shall be that area known as Whitehall Street Commercial Area that extends from the former Anderson’s Service Station to the intersection of Whitehall Street and Alabama Street; and,

WHEREAS, the governing body directs and authorizes the Mayor of the City of Washington to act in connection with the application and to provide such additional information as may be required; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington will provide citizens an adequate opportunity to participate in the development of the application by holding at least one public hearing in the locality before submission of the funding application; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington will maintain files that contain documentary evidence that the hearing was held.  Also, that the evidence shall include a copy of the actual notice of public hearing; and

WHEREAS, the citizen participation process will meet the requirements of the Georgia DCA Citizen Participation Plan as outlined in the DCA, CDBG regulations; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington will commit to provide any matching funds required as proposed in the CDBG Redevelopment Fund application.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington do hereby authorize the filing of a CDBG Redevelopment Fund Initial Project Assessment to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs as soon as possible.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor of the City of Washington is authorized to complete and sign all documents necessary to submit a full application for funding.

****
On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 5 to 0 the following resolution authorizing USDA grant.

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA

RESOLVED, that the Governing Board of this Association be and is hereby authorized and empowered to take all action necessary or appropriate –

1. To obtain for and on behalf of the Association through the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) or any other Governmental agency:

a. A grant in the sum not to exceed $20,000.00; to be advanced by the lender or grantor in one or more advances at such time or times as may be agreed upon.

2. In case of a loan or grant or both –

a. For the execution of such application or applications (including exhibits, amendments and/or supplements thereto) as may be required;

b. For the execution and delivery to the lender or grantor of all such written instruments as may be required in regard to or as evidence of such loan or grant; and

c. In its judgment to carry out the terms of this resolution.
3. And in case of a loan –

a. To obligate this Association for the repayment of the loan at such rates of interest and on such other terms and conditions as the Governing Board shall deem proper;

b. To pledge, hypothecate, mortgage, convey, or assign property of this Association of any kind and in any amount now owned or hereafter acquired, as security for any or all obligations (past, present and/or future) of this Association to such lender; an

c. From time to time to pay, extend, or renew any such obligations.

Dated this 14th day of March, 2011.

On motion by Cullars, second by Eaton, council approved 5 to 0 a resolution authorizing a 2011 CDBG application.

WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Washington authorizes the filing of a 2011 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA), including all understandings and assurances contained therein; and,

WHEREAS, the governing body directs and authorizes the Mayor of the City of Washington to act in connection with the application and to provide such additional information as may be required; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington has provided citizens an adequate opportunity to participate in the development of the application by holding at least one public hearing in the locality before submission of the application; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Washington maintains files that contain documentary evidence that the hearing was held.  Also, that the evidence includes a copy of the actual notice of public hearing; and,

WHEREAS, the citizen participation process meets the requirements of the Georgia DCA Citizen Participation Plan as outlined in the DCA, CDBG regulations; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Washington commits to providing the matching funds required as proposed in the CDBG application and also leverage funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington do hereby authorize the filing of a CDBG to the Georgia DCA, by the deadline of April 1, 2011.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor of the City of Washington is authorized to complete and sign all documents necessary to submit a full application for funding.

MARCH DDA MEETING

Council member Eaton announced that the March DDA meeting will be held on March 24, 2011, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

CITY ATTORNEY UPDATES;

City Attorney Fleming advised council that he and staff are working on updates to the City Code of Ordinances which should be ready for council review at the April regular meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORTS

TUTT:  Council member Tutt thanked David Jenkins and Joe Willis for work done on preparing a city website.

Tutt also thanked residents of the Whitehall community for their work in cleaning up that area.

EATON:  Council member Eaton also praised work done on the development of a city website.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars advised that the Tate Street Cemetery is still in need of clean-up work.

Cullars advised that all law enforcement within the city should be fair to all citizens and not single our individuals. 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:

On motion by Cullars, second by Eaton, council approved 5 to 0 the following resolution concerning the GEFA loan for the re-hab of the water plants.
RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA FOR DWSRF 09-026

At a duly called meeting of the governing body of the Borrower identified above (the “Borrower”) held on the 14th day of March, 2011, the following resolution was introduced and adopted.

WHEREAS, the Borrower has borrowed $5,700,000 from the Georgia Environmental Finance Authority (the “Lender”), pursuant to the terms of a Contract for Financing Environmental Facilities and for Other Services (the “Loan Agreement”), dated January 21, 2010, between the Borrower and the Lender; and,

WHEREAS, the Borrower’s obligation to repay the loan made pursuant to the Loan Agreement is evidenced by a Promissory Note (the “Note”) dated January 11, 2010, of the Borrower; and

WHEREAS, the Borrower desires to increase the loan amount by $2,847,067, and

WHEREAS, the Borrower and the Lender have determined to amend and modify the Note and the Loan Agreement, pursuant to the terms of a Modification of Promissory Note and Loan Agreement (the “Modification”) between the Borrower and the Lender, the form of which has been presented to this meeting;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Borrower that the form, terms, and conditions and the execution, delivery, and performance of the Modification are hereby approved and authorized.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the governing body of the Borrower that the terms of the Modification are in the best interests of the Borrower, and the governing body of the Borrower designates and authorizes the following persons to execute and deliver, and to attest, City Administrator and City Clerk of the City of Washington, respectively, the Modification, and any related documents necessary to the consummation of the transactions contemplated by the Modification.

City Administrator Eskew presented a request the First Baptist Church requesting use of the square on April 19, 2011 from 10:30 am to 11:30 am for an outdoor musical program.  On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 5 to 0 the request.

City Administrator Eskew advised that Washington will be featured during a National Brownfield conference held in Philadelphia April 3-5, 2011.  Mayor and Mrs. Burns will be attending.  There will be no costs to the City for Mrs. Burns’s attendance.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Tutt, second by Barnett, council approved 5 to 0 adjournment at 6:41 PM.

                                                 _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                 _______________________________________CLERK
