







REGULAR MEETING
APRIL 11, 2016

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, April 11, 2016, beginning at 6:09 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on April 11, 2016.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the Work Session and Regular meeting held on March 14, 2016 and a Called meeting held on March 23, 2016.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda, deleting the executive session which was handled at the end of the Work Session and adding a Use of Square Request for May 5, 2016.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised that the spay/neuter program continues and that some 53 dogs and cats have been neutered.

Mayor Barnett reminded those present of the Mural dedication set for April 12, 2016 at 4 PM.

Mayor Barnett thanked those involved in renovation of the School Street Park and those involved in the event held there on April 9.

VOTER REGISTRAR – DEBBIE ANDERSON:  Wilkes County Voter Registrar Debbie Anderson advised citizens of upcoming deadlines for elections in May and November.  Anderson also advised of a letter sent out to some voters from a group in Washington, DC.  Anderson cautioned voters to be aware of voting scams and to contact the local Registrar’s Office with any questions and/or concerns.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT:   City Attorney Fleming reminded council of the proposed policy on employee education reimbursement that was reviewed during the work session.  This policy will be addressed at the May meeting of council.

TEMPORARY POURING LICENSE – DUCKS UNLIMITED:  City Clerk Danner asked for council approval for a Temporary Pouring license for Ducks Unlimited (a 501C3 organization) for a banquet to be held on April 29, 2016 at the Pope Center.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

COUNCIL REPORTS:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey advised that a recent event at School Street Park was a success and that the park looked very good.  Rainey questioned when water will be available at the park and was advised that the water department has looked at the project and it should be completed in the near future.

Rainey asked that the city develop a means of recognizing outstanding contributions to the community by citizens.

Rainey advised that she had talked with city auditors and that they shared with her ideas on things to ask for to review; such as credit card receipts.

Rainey also requested that the city strive to be more transparent and cited the location of gym equipment at city hall as an example.  City Administrator Bailey responded that the equipment was bought with a GMA Health Grant and that once equipment has been completely installed, employees will be notified.

Mayor Barnett responded to issues that council member Rainey had addressed by stating that he felt that Rainey was making a personal attack on the current City Administrator.  Barnett advised that City Administrator Bailey had initiated many costs saving plans—recouping some $93,000 in taxes paid; bringing water and sewer treatment back under the city; fuel cost savings; sheriff department contract; funding depreciation; sanitation department restructure resulting in savings.  Barnett pointed out that previous administrations were over budget on Pope Center and Pool construction.  Barnett also stated that council member Rainey was against former PDA Executive Director Mullins, but since leaving Washington, Mullins has recruited three industries for Metter, Georgia.  Rainey was also for extending severance to eighteen months for former Administrator Eskew and for funding the Community Development Position of David Jenkins.  Rainey also voted against funding for Wills Memorial Hospital.  Rainey further missed some fifteen meetings in 2015.  Barnett stated that District 1 deserves a leader for that District and that council members Mahoney and Tutt must step up and be that leader.

For a verbatim account of this discussion, a copy of the meeting DVD will be added to the minutes file in the office of the City Clerk.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney stated that he trusted everyone seated at the council table, but that he thought the city should be more diligent/specific when posting called meeting items and in having minutes available.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked about the July 3rd event permit requirements, which depend on road closures.

Tutt commended those who worked on cleaning up School Street Park and those who sponsored a recent event there.  Tutt further urged citizens to take care of park facilities.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Tutt also requested that re-surfacing of tennis courts at Gordon Street and Simpson Street be considered.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:   City Administrator Bailey reported a request from Wilkes Ministers United for use of the square on May 5, 2016, from Noon until 1 PM for the National Day of Prayer.  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

Bailey gave a report on the School Street Park project:  some $30714 has been spent to date with $15,500 of that spent on materials.

Bailey advised that Moon’s Tree Farm has donated some 200 trees to the city.

Bailey also advised that Richard Crabbe (Kettle Creek Media) has produced a video on the School Street Park project which will run on Comcast after the Council meeting video.

Bailey reported on plans for the July 3rd Fireworks event.  A section of West Robert Toombs will be closed to allow for activities for small children and vendors, which will also free up space on the square for attendees.  Vendors may obtain applications at the Chamber of Commerce.  As always, donations are encouraged to sponsor this community event.

Bailey reported that the spay/neuter program is ongoing.  Some 53 dogs and cats have been neutered.

Bailey reported that the new Sanitation garbage truck has been delivered and nine new front load dumpsters.  More dumpsters will be delivered next week.  The new truck and dumpsters should save considerable man hours and expense.

Bailey reminded those present of the dedication ceremony for the new mural wall on Tuesday, April 12, 2016 at 4 PM.

Bailey also reminded those present of the annual Optimist Club 5k on April 30, 2016.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved adjournment at 6:48 PM.

                                                                                        _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                        _______________________________________CLERK
