REGULAR MEETING
APRIL 13, 2015

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, April 13, 2015, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

City Attorney opened the meeting with a moment of silence to remember Neta Adams, the local victim of a brutal dog attack, followed by prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of Alcohol license hearings, Work Session and Regular meeting held March 9, 2015, and the bid openings held on March 16 and March 23, 2015.

[bookmark: _GoBack]AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as submitted removing a request from the City of Tignall and adding an executive session to discuss a legal and personnel matter.

MARY WYLIE – POPE CENTER RESERVATIONS:  Mrs. Wylie expressed concern and dis-satisfaction with the current Pope Center reservation form and fees and the requirements for officers if alcohol is being served.  

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:
SENIOR CITIZEN ADVISORY BOARD APPOINTMENTS:  Mayor Barnett requested approval of appointments to the Senior Citizen Advisory Board of Rosalyn Harris and Mozelle Doughty.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved appointments 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Voting for the motion, breaking the tie vote, was Mayor Barnett.

Mayor Barnett expressed his thanks to city departments involved in getting the town ready for the Tour of Homes.

Mayor Barnett reminded everyone of a Community wide Customer Appreciation event to be held on April 25, 2015, beginning at 11:30 AM at Simpson Park.

Mayor Barnett expressed sympathy to the family of Neta Adams and vowed to see that measures were in place to keep this tragedy from happening again.

COUNCIL REPORTS:

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey reported on a successful Easter Egg hunt sponsored by 21st Century at Ashley Park on April 4, 2015.  Rainey further thanked Wilkes County EMS for taking part in the event.

Rainey expressed concern over on-going rental/pricing issues at the Pope Center.  These concerns will be taken under advisement by Pope Center management.

Rainey also expressed dismay over the proposed $3600 charge from the Sheriff’s office to provide monthly statistical information.  Rainey also expressed some doubts concerning the reports on the death of Ms. Adams.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt advised that he thought all ordinances concerning animals (dogs) should be strictly enforced; running at large and inoculation tag ordinances.  Tutt also expressed that some dogs are taught to be vicious and the owners of these dogs should be held accountable.  Everyone should feel safe to walk the streets in the city of Washington and each community therein.

Tutt also asked if the rental/fee structure could be looked at on a case by case basis.  This matter will be taken under advisement by Pope Center management.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked if the base charges for electricity, water and sewer were being printed on each bill so that customers would see these charges each month.  Cullars was advised to print this information on monthly billing would require a programming change, and that city rates are published and available upon customer request.  It was also noted that each local utility has a base charge and that billings do not break this charge out.

Cullars advised that Energy Assistance funds were not released until March by the Federal Government and that very short notice was given on application dates, so most customers who were able to take advantage of the application process were reached through social media. 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS:
RESOLUTION – GA DOT HWY 17: City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval of a Resolution addressing the GA DOT Highway 17 widening project as it relates to the city’s water lines.  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the resolution.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Office of the City Clerk minute files.  It was noted that this project will cost the city some $21,000 in relocation of water line expense.

RESOLUTION – RAS TARGET AREA:  City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval of a resolution reducing the size of the RAS Target Area (eliminating Whitehall, Gordon & School Streets) in order to maintain the worst problem areas – Merriweather, Old Skull Shoals and Harper.  On motion by Tutt, second by R. Armour, council approved resolution 6 to 0.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Office of the City Clerk minutes file.

RESOLUTION – 2014 HOUSING GRANT POLICIES/PROCEDURES:  City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval of a resolution establishing grant policies and procedures for the 2014 Housing Grant.  On motion by Tutt, second by Cullars, council approved resolution 6 to 0.

USE OF SQUARE-NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval of a request for use of the square on May 7, 2015 for the National Day of Prayer services.  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.

POPE CENTER RESERVATION/FEE STRUCTURE:  	City Administrator Bailey requested approval of the submitted form and fee structure for the Pope Center.  Changes to the form and fees requested at the March meeting has been reflected in submitted form.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved request 4 to 2.  Council members Cullars and Rainey voted against the motion.

BIDS – POPE CENTER BALLROOM CARPET:  City Administrator Bailey reviewed with council proposals received for replacement of the ballroom carpet.  Home Depot and Roger Harper proposed replacing existing carper with rolled carper; Sim Dill’s proposal was for either rolled carpet or carper squares.  It was noted that all carpets were commercial grade.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the proposal submitted by Sim Dill for carpet squares.  Total proposal price for carpet squares was $14,580.00.

TSPLOST – HILL STREET:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval of the low bid for the Hill Street TSPLOST project submitted by Southern Asphalt in the amount of $62,023.00.  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved low bid 6 to 0.

LMIG – MAX/KENDALL DRIVE:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval of the low bid for the LMIG Max and Kendall Drive project submitted by Pittman Construction in the amount of $84,405.75.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved low bid 6 to 0.

2015/2016 SHERIFF DEPARTMENT CONTRACT FOR SERVICES:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval of the 2015/2016 Sheriff Department contract for services, noting that monthly reports to council would add $3600 yearly to the contract price.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 3-3-1 the 2015/2016 Sheriff Department contract without the monthly report to council.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

OCEAN BREEZE/CCS RESIDENTIAL- DISTILLED SPIRITS LICENSE:  City Administrator Bailey requested that council schedule a hearing for discussion with Madora and Carlos Green concerning matters relating to the distilled spirits pouring license for Ocean Breeze.  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved 5 to 1 to schedule a hearing on May 11, 2015.  Voting against the motion was Council member Rainey.

PURCHASE 2 DUMP BEDS FOR SANITATION DEPARTMENT:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval of a proposal for two dump beds for the Kubota scooters used by the Sanitation Department.  The department has one dump bed scooter currently and it has proven to save time and gas for the department.  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the purchase of two dump beds at a total cost of $17,450.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Cullars, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into an executive session to discuss a legal and personnel matter as previously added to the agenda.

On motion by Scarborough, second by Rainey, council approved 6 to 0 to re-enter open session at 7:29 PM.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that two legal matters and one personnel matter was discussed during executive session with no final action being taken.

On motion by Rainey, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Rainey, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 meeting adjournment at 7:30 PM.

                                                                                  _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                  _______________________________________CLERK 





