REGULAR MEETING

MAY 14, 2007

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, May 14, 2007, at 7:30PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, council members Avery, Cullars, Eaton, Hardy, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Police Chief Davis, City Financial Coordinator Anderson and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present were:  Sue Davidson, Jim Davidson, Robert Geiger, Ed Franklin, Barbara Ricciuti, William Bishop, Bill Steed, Charles R. Wright, Archecia A. Cullars, Hattie Callaway, Patricia Young, James Pritchard, Annie R. Wilkinson, Ticaro Heath, Carlton Norris, Norris Ware, Ashley Barnett, Ames Barnett, Donna Hardy and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Rev. Avery opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
MINUTES APPROVED


On motion by Eaton, second by Hardy, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held April 9, 2007.

REV. JAMES PRITCHARD – USE OF SQUARE

Rev. Pritchard, pastor of the Church of Christ, asked that council grant use of the square on June 2, 2007, from 2 to 4 PM for a gospel singing with four to six groups.  The Church will provide bathrooms and clean-up and there will be no instrumental music.

On motion by Eaton, second by Avery, council approved request 6 to 0.

ASHLEY BARNETT – TOURISM

Mrs. Barnett advised that the recent music festival featuring Hillary Lindsey had been a huge success with some 1500 in attendance and raising some $30,000 for the middle school band program.  

Events of the past weekend had been successful even though late evening rain put a damper on attendance to Mayfest, the Cruise In and the Tractor Pull at Aonia.
Mrs. Barnett advised the crime author, Ann Rule, will be at the Mary Willis Library on June 8, 2007, at 5 PM for a book signing.  Her current book details the death of Dolly Hearn.

Mrs. Barnett also reminded everyone of the upcoming July 4th celebration and fireworks.  Donations for the fireworks event are being accepted.

DAVID JENKINS – MAINSTREET UPDATE
Mainstreet Director Jenkins advised that the City has been approved for a $200,000 grant to identify Brownfield location sites.  This grant will be awarded in October 2007.
DONNA HARDY – CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Chamber Director Hardy, on behalf of the Cattleman’s Association, requested use and closing of the square on June 2, 2007, from 2 until 6 PM for a Beef Month celebration to include a cook-off, singing, calves on the Courthouse lawn and a little Mr. and Miss Cowboy contest. 

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council voted 6 to 0 to close the west side of the square from 2 to 6 PM and further directed Mrs. Hardy to effect coordination between Rev. Pritchard’s activity and the Cattleman’s activity.

Hardy advised that four local businesses are expanding, a new sandwich shop will open May 18, the new Zaxby’s has opened and Advanced Auto Parts will be taking applications and interviews on May 24 at the Mary Willis Library.

City Administrator Eskew advised of a request for use of the square on September 22, 2007, from 6 to 8:30 PM for singer Melanie Hart from the country of Georgia (part of the former Soviet Union).

On motion by Hardy, second by Avery, council approved request 6 to 0.

POLICE DEPARMTENT – MONTHLY REPORT

Police Chief Davis presented the monthly report for the department and thanked council for the recent new hires to the department.  The three new hires are all certified officers.  The department also has one officer candidate scheduled for school.

CITY ATTORNEY – REPORT

City Attorney Fleming advised that the proposed Code of Ethics has been sent to the GMA legal staff for review and comment and should be ready for council consideration in the June 2007 regular meeting.

COUNCIL REPORTS

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney advised of the second annual R&B Hip Hop Festival to be held June 2, 2007, at the Aonia Motocross.

POPE:  Council member Pope asked about the status of a monument recently knocked down on East Robert Toombs Avenue.  Pope was advised that the monument was destroyed during the accident and that the DOT is having it re-cast.

EATON:  Council member Eaton reminded those present of the DDA meeting to be held Thursday, May 17, 2007, at 8:30 AM at the Farmers State Bank.

ISTEA STATUS:  City Administrator Eskew advised that City Attorney Fleming is currently reviewing right-of-way documents for Regions Bank.

SUSIE BRADLEY – TEMPORARY USE PERMIT

On motion by Avery, second by Eaton, council approved 6 to 0 the one year extension of a temporary use permit as required by City Ordinance Section 90-745 for Susie Bradley on property located on Lexington Avenue.

MAYOR’S UPDATES

Mayor Burns read a prepared statement in response to a recent article in the Office Cat section of the News Reporter stating that the Office Cat writer did not appreciate solicitation calls from local elected officials.  Mayor Burns advised that the recorded message is indeed his voice, but not a solicitation, more of a public service announcement of the Safety Check program, provided by the City of Washington for a daily call to senior citizens as a daily check on their welfare.  This program is being handled through the local Family Partnership program.  There is no cost to the senior citizens and to date some 139 persons has signed up for the program.
News releases sent to the local paper in March has not appeared in the paper to date.

ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Burns declared meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.
