








REGULAR MEETING
MAY 14, 2012
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, May 14, 2012, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.
Present were:  Mayor Barnett, council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.
Visitors at the meeting are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on May 14, 2012.
The meeting was opened in prayer by City Attorney Fleming followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
MINUTES APPROVED
On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the Work Session and Regular meeting held April 9, 2012, the Water/Sewer Committee meeting held April 16, 2012, the Ethics Committee held April 16, 2012, the Called meeting held April 16, 2012, the Retreat held April 20, 2012, the Called meeting held April 27, 2012, and the Electric Committee meeting held on May 11, 2012.
AGENDA APPROVED
On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved the May 14, 2012, meeting agenda 6 to 0.
CHAMBER UPDATE
Chamber Director Jenny Clarke advised that the new website is up and user friendly.  Clarke also advised that donations are still needed for the July fireworks.
Council member Cullars asked if there were minorities in the Chamber office.  Clarke advised that there are minorities on the Chamber Board and are members of the Chamber, but no minorities are employed in the Chamber office.
MAIN STREET/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPATES
David Jenkins advised that the Norman Street CDBG is underway; CHIP 2008 work on Whitehall Street has begun; and, that the City website is up and running.
Council member Cullars asked the status on the Black Patriot Memorial and was advised that Mr. Jenkins had spoken with sculpture Kinsey Branham and work continues with everything on track for the August 11, 2012, planned events.
Council member Tutt also advised that there are monies available through HUD and SBA for small businesses that are struggling.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Council member Tutt asked Chief Glenn about traffic stops that are being made for things that seem to be very minor issues.  Chief Glenn asked that Tutt see her after the meeting for further discussion.
 POOL UPDATE
Greg Wilkinson advised that the City Pool will open on May 26, 2012 for the summer season.  Swimming lessons will be offered this summer prior to the daily opening time for the pool and after hours for adults.  Mr. Wilkinson distributed fliers about the pool and this information will be in the upcoming issue of the News Reporter.
CAROL CARTLEDGE
Ms. Cartledge asked that council consider installing a drinking fountain on the square.  
Ms. Cartledge also asked that signage at City Hall be corrected in that the City was incorporated prior to George Washington becoming the first president.
MAYOR’S TOPICS
Mayor Barnett advised that the re-negotiation of the OMI contract had resulted in significant savings and the retention of all current employees.  Mayor Barnett further advised that he had spent several hours with the Public Works Department Head reviewing all the things handled by that department.
Mayor Barnett encouraged citizens to make donations for the July fireworks event.  This is a community wide celebration enjoyed by Wilkes County citizens and citizens from neighboring communities.
Mayor Barnett advised that council members had received from the Citizens Review Panel a report of their findings.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]APPOINTMENTS TO MARY WILLIS LIBRARY BOARD
Mayor Barnett requested that council approve his appointments to the Library Board.
On motion by Harris, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to appoint Katherine Anderson and Marion Tutt to the Mary Willis Library Board replacing Cassandra Campbell and Patricia Young.
COUNCIL REPORTS ON CITY BUSINESS
CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked for an update on Health Department rules about outdoor grilling and selling of food items.  Council member Harris, a recent appointee to the Health Board, advised that persons/groups recognized by the IRS do not require licenses nor do those associated with city/county sponsored events.  All others should obtain permits.
TUTT:  Council member Tutt advised that the Community Outreach event was very well done and thanked David Jenkins and Barbara Bacon for their efforts.  Tutt further urged support of the Athens Tech Career Center.
HARRIS:  Council member Harris reminded citizens that he is available each Wednesday, 10 AM to Noon, in the Council Chambers of City Hall.
Harris also reported on the recent closing of May Sallie’s Diner due in part to some negative emails and personal attacks on the owners.  Harris reminded those present that some 14 people lost jobs with the closing of the diner.
TOPICS SUBMITTED BY COUNCIL
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey advised that she would bring motions for council action at the June 2012 meeting on the following items:  Green initiatives; Ethics Policy; $0 based budget; and, privatizing the operation of Callaway Plantation.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS:
City Administrator Eskew reported a request from WWCHS for use of the square on July 25, 2012, 7 PM for the annual Tiger Lift-A-Thon.  On motion by Tutt, second by Armour, council approved request 6 to 0.
City Administrator Eskew advised that flushing of water lines will begin on May 15, 2012, with flushing beginning on the east side of town.
City Administrator Eskew requested council approval for the Mayor to sign the LOST formula.  The current percentage is 29.4%, which is unchanged from the previous formula.  On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved request 6 to 0.
City Administrator Eskew requested council approval of 2011 Budget Adjustments and Resolution.  It was noted that these adjustments are for 2011 and reflect reality and do not affect the 2012 budget in any way.  On motion by Cullars, second by Tutt, council approved resolution and adjustments 6 to 0.  A copy of the adjustments is on file in the office of the City Clerk.  Resolution follows:
Regarding Fourth Quarter Budget Adjustments for Fiscal Year 2011
WHEREAS, the City Council approved a budget for fiscal year 2011 for the City of Washington in December 2010; and,
WHEREAS, the budget requires adjustment from time to time as circumstances change; and,
WHEREAS, these adjustments maintain a balanced budget for all funds;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the adjustments to the budget listed on “Attachment A”, attached hereto and made part of this Resolution, is hereby adopted.
Adopted this 14th day of May, 2012.
MAYOR’S CLOSING COMMENTS
Mayor Barnett reminded council to review the report submitted by the Citizens Review Panel.
Mayor Barnett also advised that he would have information in upcoming meetings concerning TSPLOST.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Cullars, second by Harris, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 6:51 PM.
                                                                                      ________________________________________MAYOR
                                                                                      ________________________________________CLERK


