REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 8, 2009

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, June 8, 2009, 6 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were Mayor Burns, Council members Avery, Barnett, Cullars, Eaton, Mahoney and Pope.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney representative Brown and Police Chief Mike Davis.

Visitors present were:  David Jenkins, Barbara Bacon, Norris Ware, Terri Lane-Thigpen, Charles Leverette, Marilynn Jones, Kenneth Echols, Linda Echols, Cindy R. Bounds, M.V. Booker, Annie R. Wilkinson, Ashley Barnett, Allan Soto, Karen Carter, Mildred Hudson and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

The meeting was opened in prayer by Rev. Avery followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

MINUTES APPROVED

On motion Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the minutes of the regular meeting held May 11, 2009 pending correction to the DDA appointments, a public hearing held May 11, 2009, a called meeting held May 27, 2009, a public hearing held May 28, 2009 and a called meeting held June 1, 2009 pending correction to those in attendance.
AGENDA APPROVAL

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented with addition of two resolutions, Senior Citizens By-Laws and an executive session to discuss a personnel matter.
TOURISM – ASHLEY BARNETT
Tourism Director Barnett advised council that the Washington-Wilkes website had some 2700 visits from 12 countries during the first week of June and urged citizens to browse the site.  

Barnett also advised that hotel/motel tax collections are up some 27% over April 2008.

Barnett reminded those present of the upcoming BRAG event on June 12 and 13.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – ALLAN SOTO

Allan Soto of the Chamber advised that there were some 31 new members added to the Chamber during May.  Soto also reminded those present of the Chamber After Hours to be held on June 18, and the fireworks celebration to be held on July 3, on the square.  Soto also asked that the square be closed at 6 PM on July 3, 2009 for the fireworks event.

MAIN STREET – DAVID JENKINS

Mr. Jenkins advised of a downtown parking survey that is being conducted and updated council on the weatherization applications and ongoing work with the Brownfields grant.

MARILYNN JONES – VETERANS ADVOCATE

Ms. Jones of the VA gave a short presentation on her mission to advocate for veterans by reaching out to all veterans in their communities and provide assistance with their healthcare and benefits needs. 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – MAY REPORT

Chief Davis presented the monthly report for the department and advised that Jason Darracott has completed the academy and is currently undergoing field training.  Officer candidate DeVerger should complete the academy with the next two weeks.

DDA MONTHLY MEETING
Council member Eaton advised that the monthly DDA meeting will be held on June 18, 2009, 8:30 AM at Farmers State Bank.

MIKE CARROLL – BEER & WINE LICENSE

City Clerk Danner requested council approval of a beer and wine by the drink application received from Mike Carroll for a business to be located at 111 North Allison Street operating as Mike’s Bar and Grill.  On motion by Barnett, second by Eaton, council approved request 5 to 1 with Council member Avery voting against the motion.

City Clerk Danner then requested that council schedule a Public Hearing to consider a Distilled Spirits Pouring license application received from Mr. Carroll.  This hearing was added to a meeting already scheduled for June 24, 2009.

COUNCIL REPORTS

AVERY:  Council member Avery reported that electric power line right-of-way clearing is needed along Mercer Street.

EATON:  Council member Eaton reported an over-growth of vegetation at 305 South Alexander Avenue.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked about the status of covering council members under the city’s health insurance.  Only two council members had completed and returned the necessary paperwork to the City Clerk.  Mayor Burns asked that the City Clerk re-distribute the necessary paperwork to council members for their completion.  The City Attorney will also check on the compensation question associated with providing insurance for elected officials.
MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney requested that the City/County have equal representation on the Senior Citizens Council Board and further advised that the Board has not met in over a year.  

At this time the By-laws of the Board/Council do not call for any city appointments and further, Cindy R. Bounds, Secretary of the Senior Council, advised that there had been meetings of the council and would provide the minutes of the meetings if so requested.

REQUEST FOR USE OF SQUARE

City Administrator Eskew advised of a request received from Terri Lane-Thigpen for use of the square for a bake sale on June 13 and 20 from 10 AM until 1 PM.  On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved request 6 to 0.

RESOLUTION – SERVICE DELIVERY STRATEGY

On motion by Barnett, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the following resolution:

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING AN EXTENSION OF THE WASHINGTON-WILKES SERVICE DELIVERY STRATEGY

WHEREAS, The City of Washington, Georgia, City Council, the governing authority of the City of Washington, wishes to readopt the current Service Delivery Strategy agreement for 60 days; and,
WHEREAS, The City of Washington’s re-adoption of the existing Service Delivery Strategy Agreement is in accordance with the Rules and Procedures of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Washington, Georgia City Council that the Washington-Wilkes Service Delivery Strategy agreement is hereby re-adopted for a period of 60 days.

ADOPTED THIS 8TH DAY OF JUNE, 2009.

RESOLUTION – COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TRANSMITTAL

On motion by Eaton, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 the following resolution:

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF WASHINGTON AUTHORIZING THE TRANSMITTAL OF THE COMMUNITY AGENDA SECTION OF THE WASHINGTON-WILKES JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 10 YEAR UPDATE TO THE CENTRAL SAVANNAH RIVER AREA REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT CENTER AND GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS FOR REVIEW
WHEREAS, the City of Washington, Georgia, in association with Wilkes County and the cities of Rayle and Tignall has completed the Community Agenda section of the Comprehensive Plan 10-Year Update; and,

WHEREAS, the document was prepared according to the Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning as required by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, and a required Public Hearing was held on June 8, 2009;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington hereby transmit the Community Agenda section of the Comprehensive Plan 10-Year Update to the Central Savannah River Area Regional Development Center and the Georgia Department of Community Affairs for review under the Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning.

The Adoption date of this Resolution is June 8, 2009.

DDA APPOINTMENTS
Mayor Burns asked for council approval of his previous recommendations for appointment to the DDA Board (Karen Carter to replace Mr. Harris and re-appointment of Deborah Rainey and Pam Eaton).  The council vote was 3-2-1 with council members Cullars and Mahoney voting against and Council member Eaton abstaining.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into executive session at 6:40 PM to discuss a previously approved personnel matter.

On motion by Eaton, second by Pope, council re-convened in open session at 6:55 PM.

City Attorney representative Brown reported that one personnel matter was discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 the preparation of an affidavit for Mayor Burn’s signature to the nature of the executive session.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Eaton, second by Barnett, council approved 6 to 0 adjournment at 6:58 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
