














REGULAR MEETING
JUNE 8, 2015

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly meeting on Monday, June 8, 2015, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Rainey, Scarborough and Council member Tutt joined the meeting at 6:10 PM.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Nelson.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Work Session held on June 8, 2015.

Attorney Nelson opened the meeting in prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:    On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of the Alcohol Hearing, Work Session and Regular meetings held on May 11, 2015.

AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by Rainey, second by Cullars, to approve the agenda as presented adding on executive session to follow at the end of the regular meeting for a legal/personnel matter.  Motion was denied on the 2 to 3 vote, with council members Armour, Armour and Scarborough voting against the motion.  Council member Scarborough then made a motion to approve the agenda as presented, second by T. Armour, council approved 3 to 2.

 JESSICA HAYES:  Jessica Hayes, a representative with Congressman Jody Hice’s office, advised citizens that Congressman Hice has an office in Thomson and is there each Thursday, 9 AM to 5 PM and may be contacted at 770-207-1776.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:
Mayor Barnett requested council approval of the re-appointment of Ann Stewart and the appointment of Charlie Wagner to the Housing Authority Board.  Mrs. Stewart’s term will go through May 2017 and Mr. Wagner’s term will go through June 2019.  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved appointments 3 to 2.  Council members Cullars and Rainey voted against the motion.

Mayor Barnett requested approval of the appointment of Mary Newsome to the DDA Board.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved appointment 3 to 2.  Council members Cullars and Rainey voted against the motion.

Mayor Barnett reported that milling and paving of Business 78/10 will begin within the month.  Mayor Barnett also urged citizens to support the upcoming July 3rd fireworks event.

Mayor Barnett also reported on a very informative meeting with residents of Foxwood Senior Development.  Foxwood will compare utility usage in Washington with some of their other developments and energy audits by ECG will be done in July.

ATTORNEY UPDATES:   Attorney Adam Nelson reviewed with council the proposed animal ordinance changes to 10-32 and 33 and also 10-34 and 35 and stated that adoption of these changes will give law enforcement the tools they need for better animal control.

Attorney Nelson also reviewed with council the proposed Inter-Governmental Contract between the City/County and PDA.  In this proposed contract, facilities now owned by the Hospital (212 Hospital Drive and 120 Gordon Street) will be transferred to the PDA and then leased back to the hospital.  These facilities will also be used as collateral in the event of default on loan payments.

Council members expressed concern over this proposed contract but felt that in this instance the greater good for all of Washington should be considered.  Rainey expressed concern with possible labor cuts.  

COUNCIL COMMENTS ON CITY BUSINESS:
RAINEY:  Council member Rainey asked for an update on a recent meeting with Foxwood Senior Development residents.  Rainey was advised that no promises were made at the meeting, concerns with metering were addressed and energy audits of the apartments will be done during July by ECG officials.

Rainey reminded those present of registration for the W-W Parks and Recreation Summer Youth Camp to be held at Booker Park, June 29 through July 23, 2015.  Breakfast and lunch will be provided as well as multiple recreation activities.

Rainey asked that the City Administrator make suggested changes to the Succession Plan and present back to council at the July meeting.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt asked the status of Kendall Drive paving and was advised that this should be completed over the summer school break.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars apologized to residents of Foxwood for not be able to attend the previous meeting, but advised that future meetings will be added to the personal calendar.

Cullars expressed his concern over the handling of a recent incident at city hall and the following employee actions that were taken.  Cullars stated that City Ordinance 2-71 was not followed in that council members were not notified and instead learned of the incident in the newspaper account.

Cullars was advised that the City Administrator talked with the City Attorney, who directed that she notify the Mayor and the GBI, as this was part of an on-going investigation.

Again, Cullars stated his frustration over the fact that City Ordinance 2-71 was not followed.

Cullars expressed concern over concessions given to the hospital that are not given to the average utility customer.

Council member Cullars made a motion to de-fund the position of Customer Service (Cashier)/Administrative Assistant, second by Tutt, council voted 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Armour, Armour and Scarborough.  Mayor Barnett voted against the motion, breaking the tie vote.

Cullars addressed a recent incident involving an irate customer at city hall, who was arrested for dis-orderly conduct, and the restraining issued to former Police chief Glenn.  Again, Cullars stressed that council members were not informed.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:
2014 BUDGET AMENDMENTS:  City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval of the 2014 Budget Amendment that were included in the meeting packet and were gone over in detail during the work session.  Bailey advised that these adjustments were just 2014 clean up that were recommended by the audit firm.  These adjustments must be approved prior to the submission of the audit for state approval.  A copy of the 2014 budget amendments are on file in the minute files in the office of the City Clerk.

On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 2014 budget amendments 3-3-1.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars, Rainey and Tutt.  Mayor Barnett voted for the motion, breaking the tie vote.

2015 BUDGET ADJUSTMENT:  City Administrator Bailey requested approval of a 2015 budget adjustment that will increase the animal control budget back to the same amount as previous animal control officer ($30,000.00 per year).  

On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 2015 budget adjustment 4 to 2.  Voting against the motion were council members Cullars and Rainey.

ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 10-32; 10-33; 10-34; 10-35:  City Administrator Bailey sought council approval of the animal control ordinance as presented, noting that language will be added establishing that sections 10-34 and 10-35 will become effective January 1, 2016.  Attorney Nelson added that these ordinance updates will provide for owner responsibility and that for the first 90 days fees will be waived for registration of animals.  A grant for the spay/neuter program will be actively sought.

On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved ordinance 5 to 1.  Council member Rainey voted against the motion.

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL CONTRACT – CITY/COUNTY/PDA:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval of an inter-governmental contract between the city, county and PDA to secure a loan to the hospital.  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 1 the Inter-governmental Contract.  Council member Rainey voted against the motion.

SOLAR POWER RATES:  City Administrator Bailey requested council approval establishing a Solar Power electric rate as developed by ECG.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 the Solar Power rate.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved meeting adjournment at 7:02 PM.
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