




































[bookmark: _GoBack]REGULAR MEETING
JUNE 10, 2019


The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their Regular monthly meeting on Monday, June 10, 2019 beginning at 3:52 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Scarborough and Tutt.  Council member Mahoney was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Appeal Hearing held on June 10, 2019.

City Attorney Fleming opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES APPROVED:  	On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 the minutes of the previous meetings as submitted.

MEETING AGENDA APPROVED:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Tutt, council approved 5 to 0 the meeting agenda as presented adding a real estate matter under the attorney and requests for use of city property under the City Administrator.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett requested approval of the appointment of Lori Branson and B.J. DeGolian to the Mary Willis Library Board to replace Barbara Hearn and Margaret Norris.  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved request 4 to 1.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.  The Mary Willis Library Board appointments are for five years.

ALCOHOL ORDINANCE CHAPTER 6.13.C:  On motion by Cullars, second by Scarborough, council adopted 5 to 0 the amendment to Chapter 6 – 13.c. from the 3AM closing to 2 AM.  Ordinance follows:

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND SECTION 6-13 OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, GEORGIA CODE OF ORDINANCES

WHEREAS, the City of Washington desires to amend Section 6-13(c) of the Code of Ordinances related to hours of operation for businesses licensed for alcohol consumption on the premises; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington as follows:

1)  	Section 6-13. – Hours of Operation. of the Code of Ordinances shall be amended to read as follows:

	(c)  Consumption on the premises.  No distilled spirits, malt beverages or wine shall be sold for consumption on the premises except between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 2:00 a.m. of the following morning on Monday through Friday, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. on Saturday and 1:00 a.m. of the following Sunday morning, and between the hours of 12:30 p.m. and 12:00 midnight on Sunday.  Each and every person shall be required to vacate the premises no later than one hour past any required closing time.

2)	All portions of this Code in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.



CURFEW ORDINANCE:  Mayor Barnett requested council approval of the proposed Curfew Ordinance for children 17 years of age or younger from 12 AM until 6 AM with listed exceptions in the ordinance.  Sheriff Moore does not believe that this ordinance will have any monetary impact.  Council member Tutt voiced concern that recent gang activity was from young adults and not children.  On motion by R. Armour, second by T. Armour, council approved ordinance 3 to 2.  Council members Cullars and Tutt voted against the motion.

Ordinance follows:

ARTICLE II. - JUVENILE CURFEW
Sec. __-1. - Findings and purpose.
It is the responsibility of the city council to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the city.  The city council is concerned about the increase in criminal activity engaged in by minors, especially those crimes that occur after hours and/or at times in which juveniles should be at home.  A child curfew ordinance is one initiative in protecting our children from being the victims and perpetrators of crime. In an effort to keep our communities drug-free and our streets safe by reducing the numbers of crimes that are committed by and against minors after hours, the city council believes that a child curfew ordinance is in the best interest of the citizens of the city.  Accordingly, the city finds and declares that the purpose of this section is to reduce the number of crimes committed by and against juveniles after hours, and to safeguard the welfare of our citizens.
Sec. __-2. - Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
Adult means a person who is at least 18 years of age and authorized by a parent or guardian to have the care and custody of a minor, or an emancipated minor.
Curfew hours means 12:00 a.m. on any Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday until 6:00 a.m. on the following day, and 12:00 a.m. on any Friday or Saturday until 6:00 a.m. on the following day.
Emancipated minor means:
(1) Any person under the age of 18 years who is or has been married or who is not under the care, custody, and control of a parent, guardian, person standing in loco parentis, or the juvenile court of competent jurisdiction; 

or
(2) 	Any person under the age of 18 years who has had the disabilities of minority removed by a court of competent jurisdiction.

Emergency means an unforeseen combination of circumstances, or the resulting state, that calls for immediate action. The term "emergency" includes, but is not limited to, a fire, natural disaster or automobile accident, or any situation requiring immediate action to prevent serious bodily injury or loss of life.
Establishment means any privately-owned place of business operated for a profit to which the public is invited, including, but not limited to, any place of amusement or entertainment.
Guardian means a person who, under court order, is the guardian of the person of a minor, or a public or private agency with whom a minor has been placed by the court.
Minor means any person 17 years of age or under.
Operator means any individual, firm, association, partnership, or corporation operating, managing, or conducting any establishment. The term "operator" includes the members or partners of an association or partnership and officers of a corporation.
Parent means a person who is a natural parent, an adopted parent, or step-parent of another person.
Public place means any place to which the public or a substantial group of the public has access that includes, but is not limited to, streets, highways, and the common areas of schools, hospitals, apartment houses, office buildings, transport facilities, and shops.
Remain means linger or stay, or fail to leave a premises when requested to do so by an officer or the owner, operator, or the person in control of the premises.
Serious bodily injury means bodily injury that causes death or creates a substantial risk of serious permanent disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any bodily member or organ.
Sec. __-3. - Curfew.
Curfew for persons 17 years of age or younger shall be as follows:
(1) 	It is unlawful for any minor 17 years of age or younger to loiter, wander, stroll, or play in or upon the public places, streets, highways, roads, alleys, parks, playgrounds or other public grounds, establishments, public buildings, places of amusement, eating places, vacant lots, or any place in the city unsupervised by an adult, parent, or guardian having the lawful authority to be at such places, between the hours of 12:00 a.m. on any day and 6:00 a.m. on the following day; provided, however, that on Fridays and Saturdays, the effective hours are between 12:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. of the following day.

(2) 	It shall be unlawful for the parent, guardian, or other person having custody or control of any minor 17 years of age or younger to knowingly, or by insufficient control, allow such minor to be in or upon the public places, streets or any other places listed in subsection (1) of this section in the city between the hours of 12:00 a.m. on any day and 6:00 a.m. the following day, or on Fridays and Saturdays between the hours of 12:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. the following day, except as provided by section __-5.

(3) 	It shall be unlawful for any owner, operator, or employee of an establishment to knowingly allow a minor to be in or upon the premises of an establishment in the city between the hours of 12:00 a.m. on any day and 6:00 a.m. the following day, or on Fridays and Saturdays between the hours of 12:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. the following day, except as provided by section __-5.
Sec. __-4. - Offenses.
(a)	A minor commits an offense if he remains in any public place or on the premises of any establishment in the city during curfew hours.

(b)	A parent or a guardian of a minor commits an offense if he knowingly permits, or by insufficient control allows, the minor to remain in any public place or on the premises of any establishment in the city during curfew hours.

(c)	An owner, operator, or employee of an establishment commits an offense if he knowingly allows a minor to remain in or upon the premises of any establishment in the city during curfew hours. It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the owner, operator, or employee of an establishment promptly notified the city police department that a minor was present on the premises of the establishment during curfew hours and refused to leave.
Sec. __-5. - Exceptions.
The provisions of this section shall not apply in the following instances:
(1) When a minor is accompanied by his parent, guardian, or other adult having the lawful care and custody of the minor;

(2) When the minor is upon an emergency errand directed by his parent or guardian or other adult person having the lawful care and custody of such minor, or if such minor is seeking medical treatment;

(3) When the minor is returning directly home from a school activity, entertainment, recreational activity, or dance;

(4) When the minor is returning directly home from lawful employment that makes it necessary to be in the above-referenced places during the prescribed period of time;

(5) When the minor is attending or traveling directly to or from an activity involving the exercise of First Amendment rights of free speech, freedom of assembly, or free exercise of religion;

(6) When the minor is in a motor vehicle of parental consent for normal travel. All cases of interstate travel through the city are excepted from the curfew;

(7) When the minor is an emancipated minor as defined in O.C.G.A. § 20-2-16.03(3).
Sec. __-6. - Violations and penalties.
Penalties for violation of this section are as follows:
(1) Upon conviction of violations of this section for the first time, an adult, parent, guardian or owner, operator or employee of an establishment shall be given a warning citation. Upon further convictions, an adult, parent, guardian or owner, operator or employee of an establishment shall be subject to a fine according to penalties described in section 1-8.  Any adult, parent, guardian or owner, operator or employee of an establishment who violates any provision of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Except as otherwise provided, each violation of this section shall constitute a separate offense.

(2) Adjudication of violations of this section by minors under the age of 17 shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court.  Adjudication of violations of this section by minors 17 years of age shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the municipal court.
Sec. __-7. - Enforcement.
Before taking any enforcement action under this section, a law enforcement officer shall ask the apparent offender's age and the reason for being in the public place. The officer shall not issue a citation or make an arrest under this section unless the officer reasonably believes that an offense has occurred and that, based on any response and other circumstance, that no exception listed in section __-5 is present.

Mayor Barnett further advised that at the August meeting, in an effort to reduce expenses, he would seek to change the travel policy for elected officials to limit attendance to one meeting per year from the Mayor’s Day, GMA Annual Meeting and the MEAG Annual meeting with the exception of mandatory newly elected officials training.  Barnett will also ask that the council vote to reduce mayor and council salaries by 50%.

CITY ATTORNEY TOPICS:  City Attorney Fleming advised that more research will be done before council would need to make a decision on taking over operation the Washington-Wilkes Memorial Gardens.  

City Attorney Fleming presented a request for council approval to submit a request for extension until October 31, 2019, to file the Service Delivery Strategy agreement.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved extension 5 to 0.

City Attorney Fleming presented for council approval a land swap between the city and Lisa Acree for land adjoining Rest Haven Cemetery near Georgia Ave.  On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 the appraisal of land value.  On motion by Tutt, second by R. Armour, council approved 5 to 0 the land swap between the City and Ms. Acree.

TOPICS SUBMITTED BY COUNCIL:
SCARBOROUGH:  Council member Scarborough reported that an agreement had been reached between the Parks & Recreation Board and the Boys and Girls Club of the CSRA for the operation of the Parks & Recreation Department through August 2021.  The agreement requests continued city and county funding through August 2021.  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved request 5 to 0.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR TOPICS:  
CITY/COUNTY CONTRACT:  City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval of the 2019/2020 renewal of the Building Inspection contract, noting that the county contribution would increase $5,000 plus up to $1200 for education expenses.  On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved request 5 to 0.  

It was noted that the Fire Service Contract and the Sheriff’s Department Contract auto-renewed since there were no changes to them.

MARY WILLIS LIBRARY SUMMER READING PROGRAM: City Administrator Bailey asked for council approval to close portions of East Liberty Street and Jefferson Street for the July 23 Summer Reading Program events.  On motion by T. Armour, second by R. Armour, council approved request 5 to 0.

RESOLUTION – FINAL 2018 BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS:  City Administrator Bailey advised that the total approved budget for 2018 was $21,043,250 and that the actual 2018 expenditures were $18,205,692 and further noted that over the past two years the budget had been reduced by over 7%.  Bailey also advised that everything was clear in the 2018 audit, but that these adjustments would bring each fund into balance.  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 3 – 2 the resolution adopting the final 2018 budget adjustments.  Council members Cullars and Tutt voted against the motion, with council member Tutt stating that he voted against the motion because he did not know what the changes are.  City Administrator Bailey responded that all adjustments were included in the council packet and council members are welcome to discuss budget with her at any time.

Resolutions follows with a copy of the actual adjustments in the minutes file in the office of the City Clerk.

WHEREAS, the City Council approved a budget for fiscal year 2018 for the City of Washington in December 2017; and
WHEREAS, the budget required adjustment from time to time as circumstances change; and
WHEREAS, these adjustment maintain a balanced budget for all funds;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the adjustments to the budget listed on “Attachment A”, attached hereto and made part of this Resolution is hereby adopted the 10th day of June, 2019.

WE TIP HOTLINE:  City Administrator Bailey presented to council a proposal for an anonymous tip hotline from WeTip at a cost of $500 annually.  The company has been in business since 1972 and to date no source has been compromised.  It was noted that the Sheriff’s Department did not have a TIP line; on the 9-1-1 line.  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved contract 4 to 1.  Council member Cullars voted against the motion.

ALABAMA STREET SPEED BUMP PETITION:  City Administrator Bailey presented a petition for speed bump installation on Alabama Street.  After discussion it was noted that the petition probably did not contain the required 90% of resident signatures.  This petition will be sent back to the sponsors and presented at a later meeting.

USE OF CITY PROPERTY REQUESTS:  City Administrator Bailey presented requests for use of city property:  1) use of square and having bluegrass band on square for a wedding reception on October 5, 2019 with no square closing and open to all; 2) use of square for the annual July 4 Walking Parade; and, 3) use of School Street Park on July 4 for a Community Cookout sponsored by Roxeanne Cobb with stipulation that release must be signed.  On motion by Tutt, second by T. Armour, council approved requests 5 to 0.

JULY MEETING OF COUNCIL CANCELLED:  City Administrator Bailey reminded council that the July Work Session and Regular meeting date is in conflict with the MEAG Annual meeting dates.  On motion by Tutt, second by R. Armour, council voted 5 to 0 to cancel the July meetings.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council voted 5 to 0 to enter into an approved executive session at 4:22 PM.

On motion by Tutt, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 to re-convene in open session at 4:58 PM.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that two property matters and one legal matter was discussed with no final action taken.

On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council voted 5 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an executive session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by R. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 5 to 0 meeting adjournment at 4:59 PM.

                                                                                        ___________________________________MAYOR

                                                                                         ___________________________________CLERK






